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Grill GreenWisely.
Besides tasting delicious, Publix GreenWise beef and chicken are raised with no antibiotics 

or added hormones. (Federal regulations prohibit the use of hormones in poultry.) 
A great choice for game day—or any day.

NEW LOOK TO ATLANTA SKYLINE
When the minds of architectural firm HOK were designing Atlanta’s newest landmark, they began with the roof. This retractable 
roof will be the first of its kind. Derived from the Roman Pantheon, eight triangular panels surround the stadium and move in 
unison along individual tracks, allowing the roof to open and close like a camera lens.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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HOW TO GET TO TRAINING CAMP:

From the south: Take I-85 north. Exit to the left on I-985 toward Gainesville. Take exit 12 (Spout Springs Road). Turn left 
off the exit ramp onto Spout Springs Road. Go under I-985, travel 1/4 mile and turn right on Thurmond Tanner Road. 
Proceed on Thurmond Tanner Road for about one mile to the stoplight, then turn right on Atlanta Highway (Ga. 13). Go 
about a mile on Atlanta Highway (which becomes Falcon Parkway) past the Wrigley plant on the left and back over I-985. 
The Falcons complex will be on the left (4400 Falcon Parkway).

From the north: Take I-985 south to exit 12 (Spout Springs Road). Turn right off the exit ramp onto Spout Springs Road. 
From here, use the same directions as above.

WHERE TO PARK: 

Training camp general parking is available at the Hog Mountain Sports Complex across the street from the Falcons com-
plex. Fans with disability parking permits may park at the Falcons training complex. Permits must be properly displayed 
for law enforcement officials to grant entry. A designated seating area will also be provided for fans with disabilities.

WHERE TO GO

Player autographs will be avail-
able on a first-come, first-served 
basis for 15 minutes following 
practice. Autographs can be ob-
tained on the viewing hill. Please 
call the hotline number below if 
you have any questions.

770.965.2752

LOOKING FOR 
AUTOGRAPHS?
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        AND PICK-UP AVAILABLE 
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SPONSOR ACTIVATION

CONCESSIONS

WELCOME BACK 
TO THE BRANCH

PRACTICE SCHEDULE

Schedule magnets at Redskins 
preseason game courtesy of:

PRESEASON SCHEDULE
VS. REDSKINS

AT DOLPHINS

AT BROWNS

VS. JAGUARS

7:00PM EDT

8:00PM EDT

8:00PM EDT

7:00PM EDT

8.11

8.25

8.18

9.1

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM
7.28 7.29 7.30

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:30AM - 12:00PM 11:30AM - 1:15PM
8.8 8.9 8.10

SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM
7.31 8.2 8.3

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM
8.14 8.15 8.16

SUNDAYFRIDAYTHURSDAY

10:30AM - 12:00PMKIA Motors Friday Night 
Lights, Loganville, GA

10:00AM - 12:00PM
8.78.58.4

A QUALITY TURF OF THE FUTURE
AMB Sports & Entertainment and GreenFields USA partnered to feature the GreenFields® MX 3-Star Turf System at Mercedes-
Benz Stadium that will not only be “the best in the world for professional football and soccer, but will have the durability to 
maintain top quality over time,” according to Falcons President and CEO Rich McKay.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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AN ACC VS. SEC KICKOFF DOUBLE-HEADER
Mercedes-Benz Stadium will host two SEC vs. ACC showdowns in the 2017 Chick-fil-A Kickoff. Alabama, which owns a perfect 
4-0 record in its Chick-fil-A kickoff game appearances, will face Florida State on Saturday. A Monday matchup between Ten-
nessee and Georgia Tech back ends the kickoff double header. The SEC is 8-2 all-time in the event.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Get your heart rate up 
at least 30 minutes a day.

Getting your heart rate up 30 minutes a day at least five days a week has countless 
health benefits. Why not get up and move? It’s good for the heart, blood pressure and 
weight control. And at the game, it helps you rock the house.

Preferred Healthcare Partner of the Atlanta Falcons. And their fans. northside.com
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The Falcons Training Camp Guide was produced and published by Score Publishing, a division of Score Atlanta. The publisher is I.J. Rosenberg, Managing Editor is Craig Sager II, Assistant Editor is Kyle Sandy, Associate Editor is Lauren Goldstein and 
Creative Art Director is Rhonda Rawls. The photos in the Guide were taken by Falcons team photographer Jimmy Cribb unless otherwise noted. Score is a full-service marketing company and can be reached at 404-256-1572 and SCOREATL.COM.

KIA Motors Friday Night 
Lights will be held for 
the ninth time on Aug. 5 
as the Falcons are once 
again brought to the fans. 
This year’s team practice 
will take place at Grayson 
High School in Loganville 
and gates will open at 6 

p.m. The event is open to the public and 
admission is free. A grassroots event, 
KIA Motors Friday Night Lights includes 
a fan fest with interactive inflatable 
games, sponsor activation, a post-event 
autograph session and a spectacular 
fireworks show. Falcons radio voice Wes 
Durham and former quarterback Dave 
Archer will provide fans with an “under 
the helmet” experience. KIA Motors has 
a special halftime contest ready for one 
lucky fan over the age of 18 at this year’s 
event. The prize at stake is an amazing, 
brand new 2016 KIA Optima EX, valued 
at $25,000. The contestants will have 
a chance to win the brand new car. Sign 
up by going to AtlantaFalcons.com. 
Registration will close July 29 at midnight.

XFINITY® is Your 
Home for the 

Most Live Sports and we’re proud to bring 
you the Atlanta Falcons Training Camp, 
presented by XFINITY, each year at the 
Falcons training facility in Flowery Branch.

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I WANT TO MAKE SURE 
THE TEAM IS PRACTICING OUTDOORS ON THE 
DAY I PLAN TO ATTEND PRACTICE?

Check the Atlanta Falcons website for continual 
updates or call the 2016 Xfinity Atlanta Falcons 
Training Camp hotline (770-965-2752). Practice 
times are subject to change without notice.

DO YOU HAVE AN UPDATED ROSTER SO I KNOW 
WHO ALL THE PLAYERS ARE WHEN WATCHING 
TRAINING CAMP?

Rosters are available at the General Information Tent 
located at the entrance to field.

WHERE CAN I FIND A LIST OF DAILY ACTIVITIES 
RELATED TO TRAINING CAMP?

Check the lists of daily activities related to 
2016 Xfinity Atlanta Falcons Training Camp at 
AtlantaFalcons.com. The Training Camp hotline 
number is (770-965-2752).

ARE THERE ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN?

During the first weekend of 2016 Xfinity Atlanta 
Falcons Training Camp, we will have a Freddie’s 
Summer Bash on Saturday and a Youth Football 
Day on Sunday. The weekend will feature numerous 
games and inflatables. The Kids Zone area will open 
one hour prior to the practice session.

WHERE WILL FANS PARK DURING TRAINING CAMP?

2016 Xfinity Atlanta Falcons Training Camp Parking 
is available at the Hog Mountain Sports Complex 
across the street from the Falcons Training Complex. 
After Hall County Schools begin, please be mindful 
of bus/parent traffic near parking areas. There is 
NO general parking available at the Falcons training 
complex. Satellite parking will be available Saturday, 
July 30, Sunday, July 31, and Sunday, August 7 in the 
Stonebridge Village shopping center adjacent to The 
Home Depot.

IS PARKING AVAILABLE FOR FANS WITH 
DISABILITIES?

Fans with disabilities parking permits will be 
allowed to park inside the Falcons training 
complex. Disability parking permits must be 
properly displayed for law enforcement officials to 
grant entry. A designated seating area will also be 
provided for fans with disabilities.

WHERE DO SPECIAL GUESTS AND VIP 
SPONSORS CHECK IN?

Staff/Player families, Special Guests and VIP 
check-in is located near the main building entrance 
of the Atlanta Falcons Training Complex. Sponsor 
guests will check-in at the tent located near the 
main gate entry.

WHAT SHOULD I BRING TO TRAINING CAMP?

For your comfort, please feel free to bring the 
following items to training camp: hats, jackets, rain 
gear, sunglasses, sunscreen, binoculars, blankets, 
umbrellas, lawn chairs, strollers, small, personal 
coolers, non-alcoholic beverages and light snacks.

WHAT SHOULD I LEAVE AT HOME?

The following items will not be permitted at 
training camp: weapons of any kind, alcoholic 
beverages, pets (only service animals are allowed), 
Camcorders, professional cameras/tripods, large 
backpacks, large bags, large coolers or anything 
deemed inappropriate by security.

Shirts and shoes are required. Please refrain from 
wearing any type of distracting or inappropriate 
apparel. Smoking is strictly prohibited.

MAY I BRING MY CAMERA TO TRAINING CAMP?

Still cameras with lenses under 12” and without 
flash attachments are permitted for use during all 
training camps workouts at Flowery Branch. No 
flash photography of any type will be permitted at 
any time. No audio or video recording devices are 
allowed, including camcorders or cellular phones 
with video capabilities. Videotaping during practice 
is strictly prohibited.

ARE BACKPACKS AND BAGS ALLOWED AT 
PRACTICE?

For the safety and enjoyment of all fan attending 
Falcons practices, backpacks, and large bags over 
8.5” wide by 13” long by 5’ deep are NOT permitted 
at training camp. All backpacks, bags and purses will 
be inspected upon entry into the Falcons Training 
Facility. Individuals who refuse to have a backpack, 
bag, or purse inspected will be denied entry.

WHERE CAN I PURCHASE MERCHANDISE?

The Official Falcons Gear tent is located near the 
main fan field entrance to camp. 

WILL THE FALCONS PROVIDE TOURS OF 
THEIR FLOWERY BRANCH FACILITY DURING 
TRAINING CAMP?

Because of the large number of fans expected to 
attend the 2016 XFINITY Atlanta Falcons Training 
Camp, we are unable to provide tours of the 
team’s headquarters.

WHERE CAN I BUY CONCESSIONS?

Food and beverage items will be available for 
purchase at each practice session. The main 
concessions are located at the entry to the field.

IS THERE AN ATM ON SITE?

There are no ATMs available to the general public 
at the Atlanta Falcons Training Complex. Please 
plan accordingly.

WHERE CAN I BEAT THE HEAT?

In an effort to ensure comfort for all fans who attend 
a Falcons practice during 2016 Xfinity Atlanta 
Falcons Training Camp, covered seating is located 
on the hill in general fan seating.

WHERE ARE FIRST-AID SERVICES LOCATED?

Authorized medical personnel from the Falcons and 
Hall County will be available one hour prior to each 
practice through 30 minutes following each session.

WHERE IS THE LOST AND FOUND AREA?

The lost and found is at the Falcons Information tent.

WHERE DO I GO IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?

Questions regarding all aspects of Xfinity Atlanta 
Falcons Training Camp may be directed to associates 
at the Falcons Information Tent located near the fan 
field main entrance. In addition, any other Falcons 
staff member can assist you.

WHAT IS THE SMOKING POLICY?

For the comfort and health of all fans, the Falcons 
training complex is a smoke-free environment. There 
is NO smoking allowed anywhere on the grounds or 
inside the buildings at Flowery Branch.

WHAT SAFETY MEASURES ARE IN PLACE?

For your safety, the Atlanta Falcons, along with the 
Flowery Branch Police Department and other local 
law enforcement officials will be present. We will also 
conduct bag inspections at the gate prior to entry.

FALCONS HOTLINE
770.965.2752

TRAINING CAMP FAQs
THE 411 ON THE BRANCH

STADIUM TRAVEL IS A BREEZE
Mercedes-Benz Stadium’s location will facilitate direct access. The transportation to the stadium will remain familiar with 
three MARTA rail line stations conveniently located near the entrances. Not only will there be 21,000+ parking spaces within 
short walking distance of the stadium, but there will be additional on-site parking for suite and other premium seat holders.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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Q: How would you evaluate Coach Quinn in 
his debut season last year?

A: Well I think it was a good year. I think it was 
a year that Dan probably learned a lot as a 
first time head coach. I think he thinks he did, 
and he would acknowledge things where he 
feels that I think he needs to fine tune certain 
things with the coaching staff and the players. 
I would say with his time allotment, how he 
does his allocations with time, is a big deal and 
I think he’s looking at that a little more closely. 
I think he certainly has all the credentials and 
all the characteristics we had looked for. Going 
through the process I think all those came into 
the picture and I look forward to seeing him 
grow this year.

Q: How do you feel this team did in the 
draft and how quickly do you think those 
players will make an impact?

A: Well I think one of the strengths that Dan 
[Quinn] has is the complete understanding of 
what he wants. I think both Thomas [Dimitroff] 
and Scott [Pioli] made their job a lot easier this 
year in terms of free agency as well as the draft. 
I think if you look at the free agency and look at 
the draft you’d find players that have a style of 
play that [Quinn] wants both on defense and 
on offense.

Q: The addition of a new center and 
other free agents should be impactful, 
especially Alex Mack. How do you see 
this group of free agents helping take 
the team back to the playoffs?

A: I think [Alex] Mack’s important, [Matt] 
Schaub’s important, [Derrick] Shelby’s 
important, and I think [Mohamed] Sanu is 
very important. Bringing back a guy like Sean 
Weatherspoon as healthy as he appears to be, 
I think the players we brought in are all critical 
for different reasons. I think Sanu will take 
some pressure off Julio which I think is needed, 
it will give us a lot of flexibility on offense. I 
think Alex will not only play his position well 
but will stabilize the whole offensive line. He 
understands the system well; he’s played 
under it before with Shanahan. That was a very 
important position and I think that will be very 
helpful to Matt Ryan. The relationship between 
the center and the quarterback is critical. I 
remember when Todd McClure was here and 
Matt [Ryan] saying that the most important 
person to him wasn’t Julio or Roddy White or 
any of the running backs that we had at the 
time, but he would talk about his relationship 

with Todd McClure. I think that his ability to 
communicate signals to the offensive line and 
to play cohesively will be very important for 
Matt this upcoming year.

Q: Matt Ryan is looking to have a bounce 
back season. He seems to have 
connected with Offensive Coordinator 
Kyle Shanahan and had a strong 
minicamp. What do you expect from 
Ryan in 2016?

A: I think Matt will have a more consistent year 
than last year. I think Matt would be the first to 
say he wasn’t consistent. I think he understands 
the system to a greater extent that he certainly 
did a year ago, I think Kyle was taking more 
time to communicate with the players and 
make sure they understand his thinking, I 
think that process is going both ways. I think 
that their connection is on a deeper level and 
I think that’s healthy. I know that Matt worked 
very hard this off-season with his mechanics as 
well. I think Kyle worked hard on making sure 
that the system got the best in terms of input 
from the players.

Q: With the building of the new stadium 
and other projects, the franchise has 
under gone some major growth and 
changes off the field. This includes hiring 
new CEO Steve Cannon. How do you feel 
the transition has gone?

A: I think it’s gone very very well. When I hired 
Cannon, it was about a six month process. It was 
very tedious, we had a long list of candidates, 
we narrowed it down after interviewing a 
number of candidates. I think the greatest 
advantage we have with Steve is that from a 
fundamental standpoint, we connect in terms 
of our values and our culture. I think if you do 
that, good decisions come from that. Decisions 
that I make and that he makes are done on a 
consistent basis. Style isn’t really important; 
his style is similar to mine in a lot of ways but 
also different than mine in some ways, but it’s 
really not important. What is important is that 
on a fundamental standpoint you feel the same 
way on the decisions you make, why you make 
them and how they are being made. That was 
very much the case with Bernard Marcus and 
myself, our styles are very different but our 
conclusions we reached were almost always 
exactly the same. And the same with Steve, the 
conclusions I reached are always the same as 
the conclusions as he is reaching.

Q&A WITH
ARTHUR BLANK

Q: The new stadium is moving along quickly 
with an open date less than a year away. 
How excited are you about being close 
to moving into Mercedes-Benz Stadium?

A: Well I think the stadium is going to be 
a tremendous addition to Atlanta and the 
attractions downtown. I think where its located 
is very important and the design of it is very 
unique and very special. I think the challenge 
we have is to make sure the fan experience on 
the inside matches the architectural design 
and the features on the construction of the 
stadium, which is very unique in the United 
States. And we’re well on the way to sharing 
that as well. I think for the franchise it certainly 
puts us on a national basis where we want to 

be. And the stadium its self obviously will host 
not only the Falcons but Atlanta United, our 
soccer franchise, and will host probably 40 to 
50 other significant events every year. It will 
be used by a variety of events throughout the 
year and will involve many tours. It’s going to 
be the centerpiece of downtown. We are also 
making some major investments in making 
sure that the stadium itself and the area around 
the stadium to all be connected and active 
during non-game days and non-event days 
with community participation and events that 
extend to Centennial Park. We want that whole 
area to accommodate a version of downtown 
Piedmont Park if you will, that is what my vision 
is. I’m working with the congressman to try and 
make that happen.

OWNER & CHAIRMAN

BUSY FUTURE, BIGGER EVENTS
With a historically busy lineup of high-level sporting events already scheduled for Mercedes-Benz Stadium’s early years, like Super 
Bowl LIII in 2019, downtown Atlanta will stand at the center of the sports world. The Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl, the SEC Championship, 
the 2018 College Football National Championship and the 2020 NCAA Men’s Final Four headline Atlanta’s initiation into the future.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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FOOTBALL’S GREENER LIMELIGHT
The Falcons expect Mercedes-Benz Stadium to become the first professional sports stadium to achieve LEED platinum status. 
In addition to using the latest in sustainable building practices to help reduce the environmental impact of the new construc-
tion, the stadium will use natural light and outside air to reduce energy usage as well as capturing and reusing rainwater.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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ATLANTA’S NATURAL WONDER
The stadium will use an exterior skin made of ETFE panels along with a retractable roof, which uses natural light and outside 
air to reduce energy usage.  Additionally, building control systems will monitor energy consumption including lighting and 
heating/cooling use. Furthermore, the stadium will include LED lighting that reduces energy usage up to 50 percent.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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By Craig Sager II By Kevin Keneely

QUINN’S CHARACTER 
ADDS TO COACHING 
GREATNESS

A winning attitude, a vivid football mind and 
the leadership needed to create a team 

atmosphere are just three areas inferred to the 
job title of ‘head coach’. Within these broadened 
areas, are layers and layers of responsibilities 
and skillsets that a head coach must possess 
in order to find success in the NFL. When the 
Atlanta Falcons named Dan Quinn head coach 
in February of 2015, it was evident that the New 
Jersey native and Super Bowl XLVIII-winning 
coordinator embodied the qualities needed 
to fulfill such an awesome duty. He had the 
resume to merit his hiring, but Quinn also had 
the attitude that the Falcons were particularly 
interested in. His renowned energy and love 
of the game made his accomplishments that 
much more attractive, while promising a level of 
leadership that would bring much more to the 
organization than the title head coach.

WHERE IT BEGAN
 It all started in his hometown of 
Morristown, New Jersey where Quinn first fell 
in love with the game of football.
 “Early on I knew that’s what I wanted 
to do,” explained Quinn. “Growing up I loved 
football and I found out I loved competing at 
the very core. I wanted to play as long as I 
could, but once that ended, I wanted to coach.”
 Quinn grew up in the neighboring suburbs 
of East Rutherford’s Giants Stadium and lived 
through the excitement of Hall of Fame head 
coach Bill Parcells leading the Giants to the 
Super Bowl in 1986 and 1990.
 “I first wanted to become a coach when 
I was growing up in New Jersey watching that 
[Giants] team play and the toughness and 
the energy that they played with,” explained 
Quinn. “So much of it really came from the 
energy of the head coach [Parcells].”
 The championship teams that inspired 
Quinn growing up were driven defensively 
by Hall of Famers Lawrence Taylor and Harry 
Carson and All-Pro selections Carl Banks 
and Leonard Marshall. This left a lasting 
impression on Quinn as he began to establish 
a defensive virtuosity that quickly carried him 
up the coaching ranks.
 On his ascent up the coaching ladder, 
success followed Quinn every step of the way. 
With a keen recognition of talent, development 
of players and a knack for putting pieces 
together as a cohesive unit, peers and former 

players attest to his greatness both on and off 
the field.

USING EACH LESSON
 Quinn was a multi-sport athlete during 
his varsity days that enjoyed that enjoyed 
competition and working hard. His drive and 
determination landed at Salisbury State (now 
Salisbury University) where he captained both 
the football and track teams. Quinn’s play earned 
him an induction into the Salisbury University 
athletics Hall of Fame in 2005. Experience at a 
smaller school and later coaching the defense at 
the University of Florida, gave Quinn a thorough 
understanding of the college football level. This 
first-hand experience has been a major tool for 
Quinn to use as he evaluates players entering the 
draft, breaks down film and understands what 
players do and do not already know.
 After graduating college in 1994, he took 
his first coaching steps at William & Mary before 
joining the Virginia Military Institute staff the 
following year in 1995 to work with their defensive 
line. In 1996, Quinn took over the defensive line 
duties at Hofstra and in 2000 accepted his first 
coordinating position with the Pride. The following 
year, Quinn joined the 49ers staff as a defensive 
quality control coach and two years later he would 
begin an eight-year stretch of coaching defensive 
line in the NFL with San Francisco, Miami, the 
New York Jets and Seattle.

INVALUABLE INTEL
 Quinn returned to college football from 
2011-2012 as defensive coordinator of the 
Florida Gators before making the move back to 
the NFL as a first-time coordinator.
 “Returning to college football those two 
years has totally helped me on the field and 
off the field,” explained Quinn. “On the field it 
helped because I found out the fast pace that 
college football tries to work in the spread 
offense and the movement that they do, 
but probably more importantly, I had better 
understanding of the young guys coming into 
the league. It gave me real perspective to know 
how to help develop these players from the very 
beginning both on and off the field.”
 Quinn has a proven ability to both learn 
and improve quickly by applying his past 
experiences to each new challenge. This only 
adds to the excitement of his highly-anticipated 
second year as the Falcons head coach.

Coming from Seattle, Head Coach Dan 
Quinn knows exactly what it takes to win 

a Super Bowl and how to do it in a dominating 
fashion with a fast defense leading the way.  
 When Quinn took the job in Atlanta he 
knew that he wanted to try to recreate the 
Seahawks relentless and physical defense here 
in Atlanta.  Since Quinn has arrived, the Falcons 
have added players with elite speed, athleticism 
and the ability to make game-changing plays.
 Quinn’s plan seemed to be flawless at 
first as he led the Falcons to a 5-0 start last 
season, becoming the first Falcons head coach 
to ever start a season 5-0 during their first 
year in the League as head man.  After that, 
things began to change as the Falcons only 
won three of their next 11 games and missed 
the playoffs for the third year in a row.

TURNING THE PAGE
 Quinn recognizes he has to continue 
to make changes if he wants to get his 
team back into the playoffs, and he’s doing 
that by focusing on rebuilding the defense.  
With that goal in mind, Quinn and General 
Manager Thomas Dimitroff focused on adding 
speed and physicality in the Draft, selecting 
Keanu Neal, Deion Jones in the second and 
De’Vondre Campbell in the fourth. 
 The rapid growth needed to go from 
a draft pick to a starter can be one of the 
toughest and most mentally challenging 
experiences a player can face.  Atlanta’s 
coaching staff is cognizant of the potential 
challenges top picks like Neal face and look 
to promote natural growth.
 “The biggest thing with him is that I 
don’t add the pressure,” Secondary/Senior 
Defensive Assistant Coach Marquand Manuel 
said.  “A leader is born.  I don’t add the pressure 
of saying the expectation of you is now to lead 
us men who’ve already come before you.”  
 The veterans understand this pressure as 
well and have taken the younger guys under 
their wings to help them ease into the system.  
 “The biggest thing is just don’t hold 
anything back,” said Linebacker Paul 
Worrilow.  “When I was there, I got called 
by the wrong name for the first two, three 
weeks. Zeke, they called me Zeke Motta. All 
that’s irrelevant. It’s what you do when your 
helmet’s on and you’re on the field.”

CHANGE IS A GOOD THING
 Quinn has decided to move Vic Beasley 
Jr. from defensive end to SAM linebacker, 
Ra’Shede Hageman from defensive tackle to 
defensive end, Derrick Shelby from defensive 
end to defensive tackle, Brooks Reed from 
outside linebacker to a LEO hybrid defensive 
end, Courtney Upshaw from outside linebacker 
to defensive end, Adrian Clayborn from rotating 
between defensive end and defensive tackle to 
strictly playing defensive end and C.J. Goodwin 
from wide receiver to cornerback.  
 Beasley’s move circulated the headlines, 
but the coaching staff has clarified the large 
similarities of his new role. “I think people 
make a little bit more out of it than it is; he’s 
going to be playing SAM 30 percent of the 
time,” linebackers coach Jeff Ulbrich said.  
“He’s still going to be a nickel end; he’s still 
going to be a pass rusher.”

SWITCHING SIDES
 Goodwin’s move is interesting as he is 
the only player moving from the offensive side 
of the ball to the defensive side.  Although his 
coaches have been talking about transitioning 
him to cornerback for a couple years now, it 
was not until last offseason when he began 
taking snaps as a corner. 
 Last season, Quinn made his first 
position change as he moved Ricardo Allen 
from cornerback to safety.  Allen thrived 
at the safety position finishing with three 
interceptions, including a game-clinching 
interception Week 1 against the Eagles.  Allen 
credits his success to his knowledge of the 
sport and says that his biggest take away 
from last season was knowledge.  
 Beasley is one player who is not afraid 
of making a position change as he primarily 
played running back in high school before 
making the official switch to the defensive 
side of the ball while playing at Clemson.  
“It’s off to a great start. I just know that it’s a 
new position. I played a little bit of linebacker 
in college, but it’s different in the League; 
there’s more responsibility. But I’m off to a 
great start with it,” said Beasley.

Atlanta Falcons’ 
DEFENSIVE 
Position Changes

REDEFINING A SUITE EXPERIENCE
Mercedes-Benz Stadium will include 190 executive suites, which is 19 more than the Georgia Dome currently offers.  The stadium 
will offer two different suite options, a “Franchise Suite” and a “Touchdown Suite”, including three different suite sizes ranging 
from 12 to 22 seats. Also, 28 ‘Technology Loge Suites” are being put in the lower bowl and they will hold four fans comfortably.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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Q: What was your key selling point to Alex 
Mack when bringing him to Atlanta and 
what impact do you see him having on the 
offensive line?

A: We knew we needed to add a presence to 
the middle of our offensive line. We have to 
continue to build the middle of our line to give 
Matt (Ryan) a pocket to step-up into. We knew 
Alex was going to be available and him knowing 
the scheme, Kyle (Shanahan) and being able 
to play with Matt was something that was 
appealing to both sides.

Q: What improvements are you hoping to 
see out of the Falcons during the 2016 
season?

A: Dan and his staff have done a great job of 
creating a brotherhood this offseason. He and the 
team have developed our Falcon Standard and 
the whole organization has bought into it. This 
is a very close team and I think when you have 
that, you are better suited to deal with adversity 
when it hits. We know we have to be better in the 
trenches on both sides and protect the football 
better, but that all starts with being accountable 
to one another and this group is exactly that.

Q: Considering the magnitude of the Julio 
Jones draft day trade, what has it meant 
to you to see the positive impact he has 
had on this franchise?

A: We knew it was going to cost something to land 
a difference maker like Julio in 2011. But looking 
back on it, we wouldn’t have done it any differently. 
He is everything you want in a franchise player, 
both on and off the field. He is the top receiver in 
this league and one of the best players regardless 
of position and we are fortunate to have him as a 
Falcon for a very long time.

Q: Do you feel a sense of personal and/or 
professional pride when you see a young 
player like Devonta Freeman have a 
breakout year?

A: Devonta had a lot of talent coming out of 
Florida State and we all knew that. Credit to Dan 
and Kyle (Shanahan) for bringing that out of him 
last year. Devonta is such a competitor and a 
great teammate. He is fun to watch and I think 
we will see him take another step this season.

Q: What traits most impressed you during 
the scouting process about rookie safety 
Keanu Neal?

A: We had targeted our first-round pick, Keanu 

Neal from the beginning. He was a guy that we 
really believed was the top safety for our system. 
He is a guy that embodies what we’re looking 
for as far as his passion and his toughness on 
and off the field, and I think it’s something that’s 
very important for this organization is to have 
someone that has a presence on the field and 
makes a big impact defensively both in the run 
and the pass game as well as off the field, and 
makes sure he takes care of his business. As we 
know, he will be a representative of the Falcons.

Q: Why did you decide to target Mohamed 
Sanu in free agency?

A: Sanu was a scheme fit for us first and 
foremost. He fit exactly what we were looking 
for in a number two receiver. He is good in and 
out of his breaks, he can play outside and inside 
and he is a reliable pass catcher. We really like 
his versatility in this offense and what he brings 
to our receiver group. We had him pin-pointed 
from the beginning of free agency and we were 
happy to be able to add him to our roster.

Q: How confident are you in this coaching 
staff and what impresses you most about 
their collective ability?

A: Dan and his staff have such a positive energy 
about them. They are a very communitive group 
and are focused on taking each and every player 
as far as they can possibly go. That is exciting 
for a general manager to have a staff like that. 
I have all the confidence in Dan and his staff. 
This team is going in the right direction and 
there is no question that Dan is the man for this 
organization and team.

Q: Going into the draft and offseason with 
the needs to fill positions on both the 
offense and defensive line as well as wide 
receiver and linebacker, do you feel that 
those needs have been met?

A: We were going open minded to both the 
offensive and the defensive sides of the ball, and 
we felt we did that, with three on each side. We 
came in balanced with our approach. We felt 
we added speed, athleticism, character, passion 
and competitiveness in all of these guys, so 
we’re really excited about how we approached 
this. It was well thought out and thanks to Dan 
and his staff, I mean, the coaches worked really 
well with us in this process. That’s not always 
the case in the National Football League. I 
thought we were in sync.

Q: How is the construction on Mercedes-
Benz Stadium coming along?

A: The construction is coming along well.  We 
are in a good stride with the steel going up and 
are on schedule to open June 1, 2017.

Q: How has Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
harmonized with the rapidly changing 
technology of our world, while still 
innovating and raising the bar?

A: The stadium has been designed with 
ultimate flexibility in mind.  As the stadium 
will be able to transform for various event 
types such as Falcons football, college 
football, Atlanta United soccer, basketball, 
concerts, etc, its technology platform design 
will adapt readily to future technology 
changes. Through the deployment of fiber 
optic technology to the edge, the future 
flexibility built into the stadium will ensure 
that Mercedes-Benz Stadium is and remains 
the most technologically advanced stadium in 
the world.

Q: We know about the new stadium’s 
impressive features, but how has team 
of people behind this massive operation 
impressed you?

A: Arthur’s vision for this stadium from the 
very beginning was the best or nothing.  He 
challenged us to find the right people who were 
going to create the best possible experiences 
for our guests from the fan experience to the 
technology to sustainability.  So we went to the 
experts to find the right people.  Mike Gomes, 
our SVP of Fan experience came from Disney, 
the fan experience capitol of the world; Jared 
Miller our CTO went to MIT and our general 
manager of the stadium, Scott Jenkins is a co-
founder for the Green Sports Alliance. These, 

among many others, are coming together to 
create one of the best venues in the world.

Q: What is your vision on the future of the 
Atlanta Falcons organization when you look 
at the immediate and distance future?

A: Our goals and aspirations have remained 
constant – we want to win championships on 
the field and be champions off the field!

Q: What are some of the major impacts that 
the city will experience leading to the 
2019 Super Bowl?

A: The economic benefit to the city of Atlanta 
will be sizable.  Adding an event like the 
Super Bowl to any city brings inherent value 
through the sheer global exposure around one 
of the biggest games in the world.  Through 
the massive marketing and media exposure, 
Atlanta will be center stage for millions to see 
and experience leading to an increase in for all 
areas of tourism: hospitality, retail, restaurants, 
city attractions, public transportation and 
more.  This event will make a huge, positive 
impact for Atlanta business owners especially 
during a time of year that is traditionally slow 
for the local tourism market, it will be amazing.

Q: How do you feel the low concession prices 
will increase the fan experience at the 
new stadium?

A: We’re doing this for our fans. Research 
shows that food and beverage is the third most 
important driver of game day satisfaction yet it’s 
the lowest rated aspect of the fan experience. 
We listened to this feedback and responded 
with the creation of a fan-first food and beverage 
pricing model.  We want families to feel like they 
can come to the stadium before a game and 
eat instead of having to go somewhere else.  It 
creates a better all-around experience.

Q&A WITH
RICH MCKAY

Q&A WITH
THOMAS DIMITROFF

PRESIDENT & CEO GENERAL MANAGER

WINDOW TO  THE CITY, EYE TO THE SKY
Mercedes-Benz Stadium will feature large windows all along the exterior walls, which includes a floor-to-ceiling window in the 
northeast corner of the stadium that offers natural sunlight, as well as allowing fans to admire the city’s elegant skyline.  Just 
outside the window will be the new exterior fan plaza that will provide live pregame and postgame entertainment.

DID YOU 
KNOW?



11

Win Exclusive Prizes Playing
1-Week Fantasy Football!

One free entry ($3 value) with first deposit. Minimum $5 first deposit.
Eligibility restrictions apply. Promotion expires 2/28/2017. See website for details.

PLAY FREE
With First Deposit

Use Promo Code: RISEUP

Use promo code RISEUP to claim your exclusive offer at DraftKings.com
1. Draft your team of
     nine players in minutes

2. Watch the games and
     follow your team live

3. Win exciting prizes
     all season!

FULL PATRONS, FULL POCKETS
Mercedes-Benz Stadium will feature a fan first pricing model that will ensure fans do not spend a massive amount on food and 
beverages. A family of four can be fed for $27 or less with the new costs. Food and beverages can be purchased for as low $2 
per item at more than 650 concession points-of-sale.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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THE BELLE OF THE SUPER BOWL
Atlanta has been gifted Super Bowl LIII in 2019 to be hosted in Mercedes-Benz Stadium. It marks the third time a Super Bowl 
will be played in Atlanta and the first since 2000. The beauty and functionality of Mercedes-Benz Stadium helped secure the 
bid for sports’ biggest spectacle and Atlanta’s exuberant collection of downtown hotels and nightlife supported the decision. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?



13

Q: What are your expectations for first 
rounder Keanu Neal?

The strong safety position is a critical one for us 
and one that’s really valuable. You have to have 
the run and hit factor of playing a linebacker 
because we play our safety so close to the line 
of scrimmage. He’s in the box or down near the 
line, and he also has to have the coverage skills 
to play safety, play on the tight ends and play 
man-to-man and be a real factor on third down. 
So having that, you can call it a hybrid, but when 
you play a safety who is down in the box, he has 
to be that physical player and that style. We 
added a terrific competitor and a great hitter, 
and we’re just getting started on this process.

Q: Have you seen any major improvements in 
the offense with new additions from Alex 
Mack and Mohamed Sanu?

A: Alex and Mo have been exactly what we 
expected so far. Alex is a really smart player 
that knows the scheme and has fit in with our 
offensive line very quickly. He has added a lot 
to that group so far. Mo is competing every day 
and has great hands. I am fired up with what I 
have seen from all of the guys so far, but we have 
a lot of work still to do.

Q: Every game on the schedule is important, 
but what about the NFC South matchups 
in particular are you preparing for?

A: It is about the division. The fastest way to 
get in the postseason is through your division 
and that is where our focus is going to be. We 
have built a team to take the division and we 
know what lies in front of us and it is up to us to 
prepare for it. 

Q: What is the biggest step that you want to 
see taken as a head coach from year one 
to year two?

A: For me, probably the power of the team. That 
was one of the things I hit on. How connected 
and tight these guys are. The style that we want 
to play is really clear, that’s in. The part that we 
didn’t get done from our philosophy standpoint 
was making it about the ball, in terms of ball 
hawking defensively. Offensively, we’ve got a lot 
of talented players, the mindset and the attitude 
to work; now it’s time to recapture that work 
ethic and go for it.

Q: What is the biggest adjustment that Vic 
Beasley will have in transitioning to OLB 
this season?

A: I think it’s pretty natural because it’s so similar 
to the role he played last year. I think quite 
honestly there was a lot made of it because, 
‘Oh man, it sounded like this really big change.’ 

I didn’t have the very best way to articulate it, 
but I think some of the guys who have been 
here locally got together and talked about how 
our defense plays and how similar the SAM 
linebacker and the LEO is, so I think once we did 
that we kind of disarmed a lot of people locally 
to say nope he’s still going to be a real factor 
rushing that’s why we drafted him. He’s one of 
our best athletes on our team so that part added 
to the value of the position, not diminished it.

Q: What type of role do you see Deion Jones 
playing on your defense in his first year?

A: Number one, I think run and hit backer. When 
we play as much three deep zone that we do, 
you’d better be able to play in space and make 
tackles and close, and those are some of the 
key elements of playing zone. Match up wise 
on tight ends and running backs is something 
that we looked closely at, and he certainly did 
do that. So those two parts of it, that’s what we 
were looking for, to be all down backer, speed, 
the close ability, the tackling in space. They 
didn’t blitz him a lot, and we’ll see that part of 
his game, how much we can develop. I can’t 
anticipate where he’s at in that part of his game, 
but what I can tell you from the coverage, the 
tackling, the physicality, how hard he plays, 
man, that’s the part of the game that we’re going 
to feature him in the most, and that’s the thing I 
love about his game the most.

Q: How do you envision using first year pass-
catching tight end Austin Hooper? Do 
you believe he will help with the red zone 
production?

A: Yeah, and that’s really how we intended to 
feature him. He can separate and break guys 
off and running the options and working a guy’s 
leverage, that part of his game is right on point, 
and we see him having a big future with us. We 
had our struggles there at times, and this kid 
has got huge hands. He’s got an ability to be 
aggressive down in the red zone, and he’s going 
to be a really nice element to mix in.

Q: Has the increased emphasis on 
communication positively affected team 
morale this offseason?

A: We are pleased with the communication. 
They’ve worked extremely hard to get the time 
together. That started way back in the offseason 
where they had some time away from here to have 
that bond together, and the more time we do that 
the better it gets. Sometimes communication can 
be by a look, or a hand signal, and when we’re 
starting to get to that level that’s when some of 
the really cool stuff happens.

Q&A WITH
DAN QUINN

The Falcons return to Cleveland for the first time since 2010, 
where they defeated the Browns 20-10. The Browns own an 11-3 
edge against Atlanta in the all-time series. They last met in the 
Georgia Dome in 2014 where Billy Cundiff booted a 37-yarder as 
time expired to slip by the Falcons 26-24.

8.18 8:00 PM EDT | @ FirstEnergy Stadium
BROWNS

A six-game losing streak was snapped last year when Atlanta 
earned a 23-17 win at EverBank Field. Matt Ryan and Julio Jones 
connected nine times for 118 yards and a touchdown. Jones sur-
passed Roddy White’s previous single season receptions record 
(115), before ending the season with a franchise-best 136 catches.

9.1 7:00 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
JAGUARS

The bitter rivals will battle in the Big Easy in what will be an emo-
tional game. It will be the 10-year anniversary of New Orleans’ 
first game back in the Superdome after Hurricane Katrina. Atlanta 
will try to play the role of spoiler, something they couldn’t do a 
decade ago as they fell 23-3.

9.26 8:30 PM EDT | @Mercedes-Benz  Superdome
SAINTS

2016 SCHEDULE

HEAD COACH

It took overtime for the Falcons to knockoff the Redskins and 
move to 5-0 last year. This time, Atlanta welcomes Washington 
for a preseason meeting. Devonta Freeman ran wild and set a 
career-high in rushing yards with 153 in the win. Robert Alford 
sealed the deal with a 59-yard interception return.

8.11 7:00 PM EDT  |  Georgia Dome
REDSKINS

Green Bay visits Atlanta for the first time since 2011 during Week 8 
of the season. In 2014 at Lambeau Field, the Packers beat the Fal-
cons 43-37. Julio Jones set a new franchise record with 259 receiv-
ing yards during that game. His monster performance ranks as the 
fourth best total for a receiver in a Monday Night Football contest.

10.30 1:00 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
PACKERS

Playing the Chargers has been a fun time for the Falcons dat-
ing back to their first meeting in 1973. Only having played nine 
times, Atlanta owns an 8-1 record against the Bolts and the 
best winning percentage (.889) against any opponent. The last 
time the Falcons hosted the Chargers, Atlanta won 21-20.

10.23 4:05 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
CHARGERS

Last year, the Dolphins earned a 13-9 preseason victory against 
the Falcons to move their all-time preseason series to 7-7. It was 
a sloppy game that featured seven total fumbles, eight sacks and 
one interception. T.J. Yates threw for 187 yards while Ryan Tan-
nehill finished 15-of-19 in two quarters of work.

8.25 8:00 PM EDT | @ Sun Life Stadium
DOLPHINS

After being swept last year by the Buccaneers, the Falcons look 
to start off the 2016 NFL season on the right foot, hosting Tampa 
Bay in the Georgia Dome for one final time. The Bucs defeated the 
Falcons in the two teams’ first meeting at the Dome, 31-24 in 1993. 
Craig Erickson tossed four touchdowns in the win.

9.11 1:00 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
BUCCANEERS

Matt Ryan threw for 361 yards and hit Julio Jones for 10 catches, 
189 yards and a score in the Falcons 29-18 win in the Dome two 
years ago. Back-up quarterback Drew Stanton nearly eclipsed the 
300-yard mark through the air, but hurled two interceptions. Matt 
Bryant hit five field goals in the upset.

11.27 1:00 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
CARDINALS

Atlanta returns to O.Co. Coliseum after eight years and looks 
to extend a three-game winning streak against the Raiders that 
dates back to 2004. In their latest clash back in 2012, Matt Bryant 
saved the day with his golden leg. Bryant sailed in a 55-yard field 
goal with one second left to deny the Raiders a shot at overtime.

9.18 4:25 PM EDT | @O.Co Coliseum
RAIDERS

Expect Carolina to be hungry for revenge after the Falcons spoiled 
it’s quest for a perfect 16-0 season. The Georgia Dome was a 
house of horrors Week 16 for Carolina as they were stunned 20-
13. Julio Jones had nine catches, 178 yards and a touchdown. Vic 
Beasley Jr. came away with the game-clinching strip-sack.

10.2 1:00 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
PANTHERS

Atlanta squares off with the Super Bowl 50 champion Denver 
Broncos in the Mile-High City for the first time since 2004. With 
no Peyton Manning under center, Coach Dan Quinn will try to de-
vise another devastating defensive game plan, much like the one 
Seattle used in Super Bowl 48. 

10.9 4:05 PM EDT | @Sports Authority Field at Mile High

BRONCOS

Coach Dan Quinn’s homecoming will come in front of a raucous 
fan base. The Seahawks lead the series 9-5, with Seattle scor-
ing a 33-10 win in the Dome back in 2013. While Quinn was in 
charge of the Legion of Boom, the ‘Hawks led the League in few-
est points and yards allowed in back-to-back seasons.

10.16 4:25 PM EDT | CenturyLink Field
SEAHAWKS

The last time the Bucs and Falcons played on Thursday night, At-
lanta cruised 56-14 at the Georgia Dome in 2014. Both teams will 
don Color Rush uniforms as they light up televisions across the 
nation. The Falcons will need to avoid unlucky number 23 after the 
Bucs won both games last year, scoring 23 in each.

11.3 8:25 PM EDT | @Raymond James Stadium

BUCCANEERS

Last season, the Falcons kicked off the Dan Quinn era on Monday 
Night Football versus the Eagles and came away with a 26-24 vic-
tory. Fast forward to 2016 and they will be invading the City of 
Brotherly Love. Atlanta won for the first time in Philadelphia since 
1988 when they clipped the Eagles 30-17 in 2012.

11.13 1:00 PM EDT | @Lincoln Financial Field
EAGLES

Week 13 will see the Falcons set sight towards a third consecutive 
victory over the Chiefs. The Falcons last played Kansas City in the 
Georgia Dome in 2008, coming away with a 38-14 victory. In their 
latest meeting in 2012, the Falcons hung 40 points on host Kansas 
City in a 40-24 rout. 

12.4 1:00 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
CHIEFS

Football is back in L.A. The trip to beautiful California marks the first 
time in 22 years that the Falcons will suit up in Los Angeles. In 1994, 
the last time Atlanta played the Los Angeles Rams, the Falcons pulled 
out an 8-5 victory as Bobby Hebert hit Ricky Sanders from 13 yards 
out in the fourth quarter to seal up the low scoring win.

12.114:25 PM EDT | @Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum

RAMS

The 49ers visit the Dome for the first time since the 2012 NFC 
Championship game. Atlanta lost at Levi Stadium 17-16 last year, 
pushing the 49ers head-to-head series lead to 46-29-1. Blaine 
Gabbert replaced a benched Colin Kaepernick and got the start, 
going 15-of-25 for 185 yards and two touchdowns in the win.

12.18 4:05 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
49ERS

Christmas Eve sets up a showdown between the Falcons and 
Panthers. Atlanta will be searching for its first victory in Bank of 
America Stadium since 2011. Last season in Charlotte, the Pan-
thers handed out a 38-0 shutout to the Falcons. Cam Newton 
threw for 265 yards and three touchdowns.

12.24 1:00 PM EDT | @Bank of America Stadium

PANTHERS

New Year’s Day signifies the Falcons final regular season game at 
the Georgia Dome history and the 199th all-time since 1992. Last 
year’s season finale didn’t go as planned with New Orleans’ Kai 
Forbath drilling a 30-yarder as time expired. Julio Jones closed his 
record setting season with nine catches and 149 yards.

1.1 1:00 PM EDT | Georgia Dome
SAINTS

INTRODUCING THE NEW AGE
Mercedes-Benz Stadium will be the most technologically advanced stadium in sports and entertainment. Not only will the sta-
dium feature a state of the art scoreboard, but also the Wi-Fi will be vastly improved, to set a new standard. By increasing Wi-Fi 
capabilities, the Wi-Fi access will be unmatched with over 1,700 access points within the stadium.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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HALO DELIVERS PERSPECTIVE
Mercedes-Benz Stadium will be introducing a 360 degree Halo Board when the stadium opens. The first of its kind, the Halo 
Board is 58 feet tall and eleven hundred linear feet in diameter. The Halo Board will give fans a tailored perspective by providing 
special camera views and enhanced digital content. Use of the board is permitted even when the roof is opened.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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A COMMUNITY-DRIVEN SUCCESS
Arthur Blank’s reputation extends beyond his title as Atlanta Falcons owner and chairman. He’s also known for his philan-
thropic impact in the Atlanta community. In 2014, the Arthur M. Blank Foundation established Westside Works, a neighborhood-
based program focused on creating job opportunities for residents of the Westside Atlanta area.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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After an early injury to rookie Tevin Coleman, 
Devonta Freeman stole the show and never looked 

back. The 24-year-old rushed for 1,061 yards, 11 touch-
downs and added 73 catches worth 578 yards and 
three scores out of the backfield, turning into one 
of the game’s most versatile backs. Freeman was 
rewarded with his first Pro Bowl selection after the 
breakthrough season. Blocking for him was Patrick 
DiMarco who also made his first Pro Bowl.

Julio Jones established himself as the best 
wide receiver in the NFL, shattering Falcons 

franchise records along the way. Jones broke 
his former franchise record of 1,593 yards re-
ceiving with a League-leading 1,871 along 
with his 136 receptions, also tops in the NFL. 
Justin Hardy caught 21 balls as a rookie out 
of East Carolina and could be in line for a major 
increase in production in year two.

The center of attention this year along the 
offensive line will be none other than Alex 

Mack. The prized possession inked a five-year, 
$45 million contract on March 9, making him 
the highest paid center in the NFL. He earned 
three Pro Bowl appearances while in Cleveland. 
Lining up next to him will be veterans Chris Ches-
ter and Andy Levitre as well as young talents Jake 
Matthews and Ryan Schraeder.

Matt Ryan returns for his ninth season in Atlanta. 
The three-time Pro Bowler is the all-time Falcons 

passing leader in completions (2,915), yards (32,757) 
and touchdowns (202). A familiar face rejoins the 
franchise in 13-year veteran Matt Schaub. The for-
mer Virginia Cavalier began his NFL career back 
when the Falcons selected him 90th overall in the 
2004 Draft. Sean Renfree rounds out the trio of 
ACC quarterbacks after tossing seven passes in 2015.

Veterans Jacob Tamme and Levine Toilolo 
are still in the fold at tight end, but Fal-

cons fans have a right to be excited about 
third round pick Austin Hooper. Over his last 

two seasons as a Stanford Cardinal, Hooper 
collected 74 receptions, 937 yards and eight 
touchdowns. He will get a chance to learn 
under Tamme, a nine-year veteran coming 

off a career year with 657 yards receiving.

Atlanta said goodbye to all-time leading receiver 
Roddy White this offseason, opening the door 

for new addition Mohamed Sanu to make an im-
mediate impact. Sanu is no stranger to playing 
opposite of a top flight receiver, having spent 
four seasons in Cincinnati with A.J. Green. A 
combination of Nick Williams and rookie Devin 
Fuller in the mix brings depth and excitement to 
the receiving corps.

A quad injury ended 41-year-old kicker Matt 
Bryant’s season short after 10 games, but the 

15-year veteran is back for season number seven in 
Atlanta. While Bryant battled with a rare off year 
and injuries, Matt Bosher continued his yeoman’s 
work at punter. Bosher averaged 47.2 yards per 
punt, ranking him sixth in the League. The former 
Miami Hurricane booted a career-best 69-yarder in 
Week 2 against the New York Giants.
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Fast and physical are words that come to mind 
when talking about Ricardo Allen and rookie 

Keanu Neal. Allen made the most of his starting 
gig in 2015, appearing in 15 games and starting 14 
where he collected 68 tackles, one sack, one forced 
fumble and three interceptions. Neal was nabbed 
with the No. 17 pick out of Florida, giving him ties 
to Coach Dan Quinn who recruited him while a part 
of the Gators coaching staff.

Vic Beasley Jr., the No. 8 pick in the 2015 Draft, racked 
up a team-leading four sacks in year one. He will look 

to improve on his numbers and cause more havoc in the 
backfield with a full year of Coach Quinn’s system under 
his belt. Fourth round pick De’Vondre Campbell will get 
a chance to learn behind Beasley in 2016. Campbell col-
lected four sacks and 92 tackles his senior season at Min-

nesota. He brings a blend of speed and power that 
translates well to the NFL level.

Brooks Reed hopes for a fresh start in Atlanta after 
struggling to stay healthy last season, appearing 

in 13 games and starting five. When on the field, Reed 
brings the perfect versatility to Dan Quinn’s defense. 
He can either rush the passer or drop back in cover-
age. With his diverse skillset, Reed can be moved all 
over the field much like new Falcon Courtney Upshaw, 
who brings linebacker experience and the ability to 
play defensive end.

The defensive line will be relied upon to ap-
ply heat up front. Jonathan Babineaux enters 

his 12th season in the NFL; all with Atlanta. Babs 
and Tyson Jackson form a battle-tested duo that 
can tutor young players such as Grady Jarrett and 
Ra’Shede Hageman. The Falcons signed Derrick 
Shelby away from Miami, a five-year pro coming 
off a 3.5 sack season. Adrian Clayborn was re-
signed after picking up three sacks in 2015.

Paul Worrilow led the Falcons with 95 tackles in 
2015 and has a chance to make it four for four 

in leading the team in stops as he enters his fourth 
season in the League. Worrilow’s added focus on his 
agility last offseason helped him pick off his first two 
passes. Former Falcon favorite Sean Weatherspoon 
returns for his second stint in Atlanta after a one-
year stop in Arizona. Second round pick Deion Jones 
brings major upside from LSU.

Desmond Trufant and Robert Alford anchor a talented 
secondary. Trufant earned Pro Bowl honors for the 

first time after making 42 tackles, one sack, two forced 
fumbles and intercepting one pass. While opponents of-
ten try to steer clear of Tru, Alford is a proven commodity 
as well. He picked off two passes and made 53 tackles. 

The duo has started since their rookie debut in 
2013 and has combined for 13 total interceptions.

Eric Weems carried the load as the lead kick 
returner and punt returner as Devin Hes-

ter battled with injuries. Weems ranked in the 
top five in punt return yardage, averaging 11.6 
yards over his 19 returns. As a kick returner, he 
boasted a 26.9 yard per return mark. Draft pick 
Devin Fuller provides another return option and 
will look to shine during his preseason audition.
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ENORMOUS FOUNDING PARTNERS
Mercedes-Benz Stadium would not be able to thrive without investments from its founding partners including: Suntrust, Novelis, 
Equifax, American Family Insurance, Home Depot, IBM, Coca Cola and NCR. All of the founding partners listed above have agreed 
to terms with the Atlanta Falcons and also welcome the new Atlanta United franchise.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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THE ECONOMIC DRIVER’S SEAT
The city of Atlanta and Georgia’s economy will benefit long-term from Mercedes-Benz Stadium. The venue allows Atlanta to com-
pete for the world’s premier sporting and entertainment events and provides an abundance of job opportunities. Hosting Super 
Bowl LIII projects a $125 million economic impact with the 2020 NCAA Men’s Basketball Final Four profiting the following year.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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PROUD 
SPONSOR

So good, these buns 
WON’T MAKE IT TO HALFTIME.

Levit & Associates
Date: June 15, 2015

Project: Falcons_TrainingGuide_4cAd
File: KH__Falcons_TrainingGuide_4cAd_mech.indd
Trim: 10.125" x 9.321”
Live: N/A
Bleed: .0”

HOSTING THE SEC’S MAIN EVENT
The Georgia Dome has hosted the SEC Championship Game since 1994 and has held crowds at capacity for 19 straight years, 
but in 2017 the torch is being passed to Mercedes-Benz Stadium. Recently, the Crimson Tide have been dominant at the Georgia 
Dome winning three of the last four conference titles. What team will christen Mercedes-Benz Stadium with an SEC crown?

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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By Joseph Chapman

a knee injury suffered in Week 8 last season. 
Andy Dalton aims to bring the Bengals back 
to the playoffs and win his first playoff game 
as he has failed to do so in the previous five 
seasons. The 5-11 season last year marked the 
worst record for Head Coach John Harbaugh in 
his eight years in Baltimore. The Ravens took 
offensive tackle Ronnie Stanley with sixth pick 
to protect Joe Flacco, who comes off of a torn 
ACL and MCL. Robert Griffin III potentially 
steps in as the 17th starting quarterback in 

the past ten years hoping to snap Cleveland’s 
franchise-worst playoff drought.
 Brock Osweiler hopes to bring stability 
at the quarterback position in Houston after 
last season featured four different starting 
quarterbacks while Defensive Player of the 
Year, J.J. Watt, continues to be the focal 
point on defense. Last season marked 
only the second time in the past 14 years 
that the Colts have missed out on the 
playoffs. Andrew Luck enters his fifth year 
in Indianapolis and attempts to stay 
healthy as he is coming off of a 
season-ending injury suffered 
in Week 9. The future looks 
bright in Jacksonville as the 
Jaguars boast a multitude 
of young talent in Jalen 
Ramsey, Dante Fowler 
Jr. and Malik Jackson 
on defense while Blake 
Bortles, Allen Robinson 
and Chris Ivory lead the 
offense. DeMarco Murray 
and Heisman Trophy winner 
Derrick Henry step in for a 
Titans team looking to improve 
after a disappointing 3-13 campaign 
in Marcus Mariota’s rookie season.

 The Panthers finished with a League best 
15-1 regular season record and are hungry to 
bring a championship to Charlotte after falling 
in the Super Bowl. The defense takes a huge 
hit with Josh Norman bolting to Washington 
but stud receiver Kelvin Benjamin returns on 
offense after missing last season with a torn 
ACL. Drew Brees enters his 16th year in the NFL 
after a mediocre 7-9 finish in 2015 but doesn’t 
appear to be slowing down as he surpassed 
4,800 yards passing for the fifth straight year. 

Jameis Winston is the face of an uber-talented 
offense that features weapons in Doug Martin, 
Mike Evans and Vincent Jackson. Pass-rusher, 
Robert Ayers, and former Falcon, Brent Grimes, 
are brought in to help improve a defense that 

was among the league’s worst in scoring 
defense last year.
 Essentially everyone returns for 
Arizona as the Cardinals seek their 
first Super Bowl appearance since 

2008 after falling just one game 
short last season. Russell 

Wilson enters his fifth year 
as starting quarterback 

in Seattle and looks for 
his third Super Bowl 

appearance in four 
years while Richard 
Sherman continues 
to lead one of 
the League’s best 
defenses. Professional 

football is back in Los 
Angeles as the Rams 

make the move from St. 
Louis to the West Coast 

in hopes of reenergizing a 
franchise that has been heavily 
lacking in success since the 

early 2000’s. No. 1 Overall pick Jared Goff 
joins Rookie of the Year, Todd Gurley, on the 
offensive side while Aaron Donald is the 
anchor of a very deep and talented defensive 
line for the Rams. Chip Kelly and his high-
tempo offense make the cross-country switch 
from Philadelphia and hope to cure Colin 
Kaepernick’s recent struggles after a 5-11 
campaign last season.

DIVISION DRAMA IN THE NFC NORTH
 The 2015 campaign could not have ended 
much worse for the NFC North Champion 
Minnesota Vikings as Blair Walsh missed a 27-
yard field goal that would have sent Minnesota 
to the divisional round of the playoffs. There 
are high hopes for first-round draft pick Laquon 
Treadwell as he joins a talented offense that 
features Adrian Peterson, Stefon Diggs and 
Teddy Bridgewater. After missing all of last year 
due to injury, top-target Jordy Nelson returns 
for the Packers and will give Aaron Rodgers 
his primary weapon back after a shaky 2015 
season. The unexpected retirement of Calvin 
Johnson was the biggest storyline for a Lions 
team that looks to ride a wave of momentum 
into this year after winning six of their last 
eight in 2015. With Matt Forte heading to the 
Big Apple, the Bears must find their answer 
at running back, as that may be the biggest 
question mark heading into John Fox’s second 
season in Chicago.
 The Redskins placed the franchise tag 
on Kirk Cousins, ending all quarterback 
drama, while also going out and snagging star 
cornerback Josh Norman from the Carolina 
Panthers to bolster the defense. After losing 
six of their last seven, the Giants replaced 
Tom Coughlin with offensive coordinator Ben 
McAdoo at head coach.  The pressure is on for 
Eli Manning this season as the two-time Super 
Bowl champion has only made the playoffs 
once since 2008. The Chip Kelly turmoil is out 
in Philadelphia but the quarterback questions 
begin for the Eagles as they bring back Sam 
Bradford, but also selected Carson Wentz 
with the second overall pick. No. 4 overall 
pick Ezekiel Elliott is eager to run behind a big 
and talented offensive line that must protect 
quarterback Tony Romo after his injury-filled 
year last season.

The defending Super Bowl champion Denver 
Broncos will feature several new faces on 

both sides of the ball this year as they try and 
repeat as champions. Super Bowl MVP, Von 
Miller, anchors a defense that was the League’s 
best last year but loses key pieces to the puzzle 
in both Malik Jackson and Danny Trevathan. 
Mark Sanchez and Paxton Lynch were brought 
in to replace both Peyton Manning and Brock 
Osweiler at the quarterback position. Alex 
Smith and Jamaal Charles head the offense in 
Kansas City while Justin Houston, Eric Berry 
and Marcus Peters anchor a talented defense 
for the Chiefs. The Chargers will be without 
three-time Pro Bowler Eric Weddle for the first 
time since 2006 after an ugly 4-12 campaign in 
2015. Signing Travis Benjamin to complement 
Antonio Gates and Keenan Allen will improve 
the aerial attack for quarterback Philip Rivers. 
After vastly improving from year one to year 
two, Derek Carr looks to lead the Raiders to 
their first playoff appearance since 2002.

BEASTS OF THE AFC EAST
 Deflategate is back for the New England 
Patriots as Tom Brady faces a four-game 
suspension and hopes for a healthy receiving 
core as injuries plagued the Patriots on the 
offensive end last season. A large wave of 
momentum could be halted for New York 
if Ryan Fitzpatrick decides to not re-sign in 
what has been a drama-filled summer for the 
quarterback. The Jets lose Chris Ivory but 
sign Matt Forte to solidify the run game for a 
team looking for their first playoff appearance 
since 2010. Rookies Shaq Lawson and Reggie 
Ragland aim to improve a Bills pass-rush that 
finished second-to-last in the League last year 
with 21 sacks on the season. Tyrod Taylor, 
LeSean McCoy and Sammy Watkins lead what 
hopes to be a high-powered offense for Buffalo 
in 2016. After a disappointing 6-10 finish that 
included a mid-season firing of head coach Joe 
Philbin, the Dolphins selected Laremy Tunsil 
to protect Ryan Tannehill. New faces along the 
Dolphin defense highlighted by veteran pass 
rusher Mario Williams breeds optimism in 
South Beach.
 Ben Roethlisberger leads a talented 
Pittsburgh offense that includes last year’s 
NFL-leading receiver Antonio Brown and 
running back Le’Veon Bell, who comes off of 

Last season marked only the second 
time in the past 14 years that the Colts 

have missed out on the playoffs. 

SOARING IN ENDLESS FLIGHT
The exterior of Mercedes-Benz Stadium consists of glass and metallic triangular panels designed to emulate the Roman Panthe-
on.The panels allow for immense sunlight to pass through the stadium and illuminate the spacious concourses wrapping around 
the stadium. Also, LED lights will allow the stadium to be lit in various colors for specific teams and events.

NFL PREVIEW

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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By Craig Sager II
disrupt plays, cover sideline to sideline and get 
downfield in a hurry, the franchise successfully 
brought in the 6-foot-2, 211-pound Neal and 
solidified his eternal status as a first round pick.
 “We had a game plan coming into this 
draft like we always do,” explained Falcons 
general manager Thomas Dimitroff. “It was 
very well thought out. We had targeted our first 
round pick Keanu Neal from the beginning. He 
was the guy that we really believe was the top 
safety for our system.”
 Neal’s fit into the Falcons system and 
his projected success at the professional level 
made him one of the hottest commodities 
available on draft day. Taking into account that 
Neal is joining a Falcons defense that will give 
him an opportunity to become the starter right 
away, it is a mutually beneficial relationship 
that the young star is eager to begin.
 “I think I fit perfectly,” Neal said moments 
after the Falcons called his name. “They want 
guys who are interchangeable. Who can do 
more than just one thing and I fit that.”
 The immediate impact that Neal will have 
on the roster, however, is perhaps the most 
exciting aspect that the organization and fans 
can look forward to. The Falcons are in need of 
a strong safety after releasing William Moore 
and having big shoes to fill grants Neal the 
opportunity to shine and develop his way into 
a young leader on a future-minded pack of 
emerging defensive stars.
 Even with his reputation as being an 
enforcer and not backing down from contact, 
there are gifted and proven coverage skills 
already in his repertoire. He played both safety 
positions at Florida and is more than capable 
of dropping into coverage and fulfilling the 
challenging role of strong safety.
 “The strong safety position is a critical one 
for us and one that’s really valuable,” Falcons 
coach Dan Quinn said on Neal’s versatility. “You 

have to have the run-and-hit factor of playing 
a linebacker because we play our safeties so 
close to the line of scrimmage. He’s either in the 
box or close to the line. He also has to have the 
coverage skills to play safety, play on the tight 
ends and be a real factor on third downs.”

FAST AND PHYSICAL
 In the second round, the Falcons added 
LSU linebacker Deion Jones. The high ceiling 
of potential of Jones makes him one of the 
most intriguing rookies to keep an eye on this 
offseason. Jones finished out his college career 
with 88 total tackles, 12.5 tackles for a loss, 
two interceptions, one forced fumble, and three 
passes defensed. After starting only one game 
through his first three years in Baton Rouge, 

Falcons look for difference 
makers in 2016 draft class

he exploded when given the opportunity in his 
senior season. Then, Jones impressed scouts 
with a 4.38 second 40-yard-dash at his Pro 
Day and became a valuable commodity and a 
coach’s dream to work with.
 Atlanta’s third round pick gave the 
offense a boost with Stanford tight end Austin 
Hooper. The former Cardinal is an explosive 
receiving target that is not afraid to go over 
the middle. Hooper’s abilities can open up the 
run game and improve the Falcons red zone 
offense as well.
 Minnesota outside linebacker De’Vondre 
Campbell came with the 115th overall pick in 
the fourth round. Campbell has the speed to 
compete at the position and it will be up to his 
ability continue developing the skills to become 
a potential draft day steal.
 Atlanta’s athletic and intelligent offensive 
line was looking for a versatile piece to bring 
depth to the position and the Falcons found it 
with San Jose State lineman Wes Schweitzer in 
the sixth round. Schweitzer has a high football 
IQ and will be able to rotate at guard this 
offseason and boost the depth behind Chris 
Chester and Mike Person.
 Rounding out the draft class is UCLA’s 
Devin Fuller. The wide receiver and kick 
returner has the speed to break off big plays 
in the passing game and as a return man. Just 
like the other five picks, Fuller’s athleticism and 
potential is something fans and the team can 
look forward watching this season and beyond.

The NFL Draft is about more than just finding 
pieces to grow for the future. In a game 

often measured in inches and in a League with 
comparable talent across all 32 franchises, 
finding the right pieces in the draft can be the 
difference between a playoff berth and having 
nothing but the draft to look forward to after 
Week 17. New faces energize the offseason, 
fill vacancies left from the previous year 
and add competition that pushes veterans 
into leadership roles. Rookies are the first to 
report to Flowery Branch each year and the 
quicker they can adapt to the playbook and 
NFL speed, the more preparation a team can 
gather before the season. A talented rookie 
class that is both mentally and physically 
tough is a direct correlation to the overall 
pace of the offseason and the momentum that 
is carried into the season.

LOFTY GOALS
  The Falcons 2016 draft class has high 
expectations to make an immediate and lasting 
impact on the franchise. The value of this crop 
of rookies was shown in May when the Falcons 
became the first team in the NFL to sign all 
of their draft picks this season. In fact, the 
organization was so eager to get these young 
stars to work and dialed in for the upcoming 
season that history was made. Atlanta became 
the first team in NFL history to sign every draft 
pick before the start of rookie minicamp. This 
relayed to the rookies that the focus should be 
strictly on learning the playbook and focusing 
on football, but also confirmed the confidence 
the organization has in their abilities role they 
will play in this year’s team.
  On draft day, Atlanta selected Florida 
safety Keanu Neal with the 17th overall pick 
and added physicality and versatility to their 
energetic and talented secondary. With a 
vision to bring in a hard-hitting safety that can 

FIRST ROUND PICKS ON THE CURRENT ROSTER ORDERED BY SELECTION

FIRST ROUND FALCONS

PICK NAME POSITION YEAR TEAM 

3 MATT RYAN QB 2008 

3 TYSON JACKSON DE 2009 

6 JULIO JONES WR 2011 

6 JAKE MATTHEWS OT 2014 

8 VIC BEASLEY JR. OLB  2015 

17 KEANU NEAL S 2016 

19 SEAN WEATHERSPOON LB 2010 

20 ADRIAN CLAYBORN DE 2011 

21 ALEX MACK C 2009 

22 DESMOND TRUFANT CB 2013 

A PEACH OF A TRADITION
The Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl has been played in Atlanta since 1968 and the move to the new Mercedes-Benz Stadium will not 
change that legacy, but instead provide it with a new home to thrive in. The game is one of the New Year’s Six Bowl games and 
will be the host for a College Football Playoff Semifinal in 2019, 2022 and 2025.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL’S TROPHY
The first major postseason event that Mercedes-Benz Stadium is scheduled to host is the 2018 College Football Playoff National 
Championship. Evidenced by the College Football Hall of Fame downtown, Atlanta is the center of the college football universe. 
By hosting the national championship Mercedes-Benz Stadium will start its legacy as one of the most storied venues in the sport.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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MONDAYS 8P

TUESDAYS 8P

FALL 2016

2020 NCAA MEN’S FINAL FOUR
In 2020, Mercedes-Benz Stadium will host its first NCAA Men’s Basketball Final Four. This will be the fifth time the event has 
come to Atlanta. The last time Atlanta hosted the event was in 2013 when Louisville cut down the nets in the Georgia Dome. A 
fan zone will accompany the event and help provide for a top notch fan experience.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
Raises the Bar in Sports 
& Entertainment 

By Kyle Sandy

Since its doors opened in 1992, the Geor-
gia Dome has provided the city of At-

lanta unforgettable memories. The Georgia 
Dome, the world’s largest dome structure 
when erected has been home to such mar-
quee events as the 1996 Summer Olympics, 
Championship football games, monster truck 
rallies, legendary concerts and many more. 
The Dome has been the Southeast’s mecca of 
all things sports and entertainment and will 
be closing its doors after this year, but with 
that comes an unimaginable set of endless 
possibilities as Mercedes-Benz Stadium takes 
center stage on June 1, 2017.
 Scott Jenkins, general manager, Mer-
cedes-Benz Stadium, has overseen the process 
of the new crown jewel since day one and ex-
pects the stadium to be unlike any other. 
 “Because of the location, stunning archi-
tecture, innovative technology and, the level 
of service guests will receive, this stadium will 
become the heart of Atlanta,” said Jenkins.
 With its state of the art design and 
breath-taking views, patrons won’t find any-
thing like Mercedes-Benz Stadium. The re-
tractable roof, inspired by the oculus in the 
ancient Roman Pantheon, brings a new, excit-
ing NFL experience to Falcons fans as they will 
now be able to watch their birds take flight 
during Atlanta’s beautiful summer and fall 
months. In seven minutes, eight roof petals 
will open in a camera lens-like fashion to al-
low for natural light and fresh air to flow into 
the building. 
 As Mercedes-Benz Stadium inches clos-
er to becoming a finished product, the steel 
and roof are now the focal point of the project.
 “It’s looking magnificent,” stated Jenkins. 
“The exterior facade is up and we’re making 
really good progress on the roof steel. The sta-

dium is really taking shape. In addition, on the 
inside, we’re making really good progress on 
the finishes.”
 As Mercedes-Benz Stadium inches closer 
to becoming a finished product, the steel and 
roof are now the focal point of the project.
 “There are over 18,000 tons of structural 
steel being lifted to create the roof. When 
building a typical stadium, the concrete frame 
is built first and then you start enclosing and 
finishing it,” explained Jenkins. “Because this 
stadium has such a unique design, our con-
crete structure was finished first so we could 
focus on the roof.  Once the fixed roof is com-
plete, the cranes will come out of the bowl 
and we can being work on the inner bowl.”
GAMEDAY LIKE NEVER BEFORE
 As you look up towards the Georgia sky, 
a five-story, 360-degree, 63,000-square foot 
one-of-a-kind HD digital halo board will be 
there to greet you. 
 Along with the Halo board Jenkins says 
there’s even more to be excited about.
 “The mega column is a 100-foot tall 
video element that features nearly 7.3 million 
LED lights and offers a pathway to the ‘win-
dow to the city’. The stadium has 3,200 feet 
of ribbon board that will be able to light up 
and put on a show like you’ve never seen in a 
sports venue before.”
 The stadium’s atmosphere and game-
day experience is scalable for NFL football, to 
MLS soccer, to college basketball. Seats will 
be able to retract for soccer games and the 
curtain system from the roof can enclose the 
upper bowl to maintain an intimate feel for 
any event.
 “Right from the beginning, the building 
is meant to be multipurpose and take the fan 

experience to the next level,” said Jenkins.
 One unique feature of the stadium is giv-
ing guests a look at downtown Atlanta like 
never before. To the northeast corner, natural 
sunlight shines through the stadium’s ‘win-
dow to the city’ which boasts Atlanta’s un-
mistakable skyline.
 “It’s looking great. The view from the 
bridges is spectacular. It’s one of my fa-
vorite places in Mercedes-Benz Stadium. I 
think it’s looking even better than what the 
rendering projected.”
SETTING THE BAR
 Mercedes-Benz Stadium will not only 
be the pinnacle of sports and entertain-
ment, it will also be the bar by which every 
other venue is measured.
 On May 16th Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
unveiled its innovated food and beverage 
fan-first pricing model revolutionizing the af-
fordability of sporting events. Say goodbye to 
overpriced snacks and hello to unmatched 
prices for items such as hot dogs ($2), soda 
($2), pizza ($3) and 12 oz. domestic beer 
($5). There will be unlimited free refills for 
non-alcoholic beverages as well. Mercedes-
Benz Stadium will now feature the lowest 
concession prices in professional sports.
 “We focused from the beginning on build-
ing a unique fan experience at Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium with a goal of helping those who 
visit to leave the stadium with great memories 
shared with family and friends, not aggravation 
and frustration about their experience,” said 
Falcons and Atlanta United owner, Arthur M. 
Blank. “We have listened to the concerns of the 
fans on the food and beverage experience and 
have responded to those concerns in a way 
that honors our commitment to providing the 

best possible fan experience at our events.”
 Mike Gomes, Senior Vice President, Fan 
Experience echoed the sentiments of Blank. 
 “To truly reimagine the food and bever-
age experience, we needed to first and fore-
most offer fans the best value possible,” ex-
plained Gomes.
 “Arthur’s vision for Mercedes-Benz Sta-
dium was to build a venue that provides fans 
and event guests with an unparalleled experi-
ence,” says Steve Cannon, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of AMB Group. “We want this stadium 
to be a place not only for fans and guests to 
come together to enjoy their favorite events, 
but also a place for friends and families to cre-
ate lasting memories.”
LASTING IMPACT
 Less than a year from now, Atlanta will 
be home to the most talked about stadium in 
the world which means  a tremendous impact 
that for the city of Atlanta. 
 “I think it’s going to have an uplifting im-
pact on the economy and certainly the com-
munity with the efforts on the west side.” 
said Jenkins.
 “You’re already seeing benefits with the 
efforts on Westside Works. Many residents of 
the westside of Atlanta have received training 
in construction, culinary arts and nursing and 
have put those skills to work in their communi-
ties and for some, in Mercedes-Benz Stadium.”
 The new 2,000,000 sq. ft. Mercedes-
Benz Stadium is not yet complete, but has 
already started to evolve the perception of 
Atlanta into and innovative and progressive 
metropolis. Whether it‘s the action inside the 
facility or the electric atmosphere in the sur-
rounding areas, Mercedes-Benz Stadium will 
forever change the city of Atlanta.

MERCEDES-BENZ TITLE SPONSOR
The best or nothing. That is what AMB Sports & Entertainment had in mind when finding its title sponsor for the new Atlanta sta-
dium. Mercedes-Benz was the easy choice. Synonymous with luxury, dependability and an all-around first class experience, on 
August 24, 2015, the game-changing partnership was announced.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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A NEW TAILGATE TRADITION
Mercedes-Benz Stadium will offer a great experience for all fans that enjoy tailgating before the game. The stadium will feature 
a brand new lot dedicated to tailgating where the Georgia Dome is currently located. After a day of tailgating, fans will be able 
to experience live pregame entertainment and a beautiful view of the city as they enter the stadium.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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With the 17th pick in the 2016 NFL Draft, 
the Atlanta Falcons select Keanu Neal, 

defensive back, Florida. These 18 words have 
forever changed rookie Keanu Neal’s life. From 
a four-star Under Armour All-American out of 
South Sumter High School in Bushnell, Florida 
to the University of Florida and now to the 
National Football League, Neal has tirelessly 
worked his way to the pinnacle. Now that the 
ink on his first professional contract has dried, 
it’s time for Neal to go to work and establish 
himself as a feared safety.
FAST AND PHYSICAL
 The first words that come out of any 
coach’s or scout’s mouth when describing the 
style of play Neal brings to the table is always 
the same: fast and physical. So it should come 
as no surprise that Head Coach Dan Quinn 
made Neal a priority at pick No. 17. Quinn long 
had ties to Neal even before the pair landed 

in Atlanta. Back in 2012 while Quinn was 
Defensive Coordinator at Florida, he helped in 
the recruitment of the ball-hawking and hard-
nosed safety.
 “The strong safety position is a critical 
one for us and one that’s really valuable. You 
have to have the run-and-hit factor of playing a 
linebacker because we play our safety so close 
to the line of scrimmage,” explained Quinn of 
Neal’s fit in the Atlanta defensive scheme. “We 
added a terrific competitor and a great hitter.”
 Entering his junior season at Florida, not 
many could have predicted that Neal would 
blossom into a first round pick. He appeared 
in 12 games his freshman season in 2013, but 
played mostly on special teams and sparingly 
as a backup safety and finished the year with 
five tackles. His sophomore season Neal saw 
more responsibility and playing time playing 
in 10 games and starting eight, collecting 45 

Trufant in 2015. The versatility and no-nonsense 
demeanor of Neal could very well add him to 
Smith’s illustrious list one day.

TOP OF THE CLASS
 The upside and aura surrounding Neal isn’t 
just palpable for the coaching staff, teammates 
have also gravitated to Neal’s leadership. 
Atlanta rookies partook in the “Falcons U” 
program in June, a 33-session course that helps 
first-year players transition into the NFL. Upon 
graduation, certain rookie class superlatives 
were given out. From Class Clown to Teacher’s 
Pet, players earned their honors. 
 Not only did Keanu Neal win Most Likely 
to Be on a Magazine Cover due to his fashion 
sense, but he also was named Most Likely to 
Be a President. His high moral character has 
quickly earned the respect of everyone around 
him even veterans like free safety Ricardo Allen.
 “We’ve interacted a lot. As soon as I got 
here, he was the guy who pulled me aside and 
pretty much told me he was going to show me 
the ropes and show me the way,” explained 
Neal. “It’s really cool everything he’s done for 
me in this short amount of time. I’m just looking 
forward to the future and what it has in store.”
 On draft night, those without a prior 
knowledge of Neal might have seen the pick 
as a reach. Throughout this offseason however, 
Neal has quickly turned doubters into believers 
with his approach to being a professional. 
 As Jerome Henderson said this Summer, 
“I think he’s got a chance to have a really good, 
productive NFL career if he stays on that track.”

Businesslike Neal 
Mature Beyond
His Years

tackles and three interceptions. Last season 
Neal broke through and remained healthy 
throughout, finishing with 84 tackles, two sacks 
and an interception.

MAN AMONGST BOYS
 Neal didn’t step into Gainesville with 
anything served to him on a silver platter. He 
honed his skills, worked on his craft and earned 
his opportunities. What set him apart as a 
budding college star and now as a rookie, didn’t 
take the Falcons coaching staff long to take 
notice: an unmatched laser focus.
 “You know, the great thing about Keanu 
Neal is that he is a serious and focused young 
man,” said first-year Defensive Passing Game 
Coordinator Jerome Henderson. “He goes 
about his business the way you don’t see a 
lot of rookies. He goes about his business like 
he is a six or seven-year veteran player. He is 
very serious and thoughtful about everything 
he does.”
 Even 29-year veteran coach, Defensive 
Coordinator Richard Smith, has given high 
praise to the former Gator.
 “I’ll tell you what, I’ve been very impressed 
with him. He’s extremely focused, he’s very 
mature, he’s very, very talented. I love his 
demeanor and his work ethic. He was the first 
one in the building trying to get more coaching, 
he wants to be coached so much. I think he’s 
going to be pretty special.”
 Under the guidance of Smith, 16 NFL 
players have made Pro Bowl appearances with 
the latest addition to the club being Desmond 

By Kyle Sandy

VERSATILE AND HOSPITABLE
Along with the Falcons, Mercedes-Benz Stadium will be home to Atlanta United. To ensure that the seats will be filled at all At-
lanta United games the new stadium has a different reconfiguration that decreases the capacity from 70,000 to 30,000 fans. This 
configuration can be used for other smaller events and will result in a louder and more authentic atmosphere.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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WORLDWIDE DESTINATION
Upon its opening in 2017, Mercedes-Benz Stadium will instantly become a worldwide landmark and a must-see facility. The 
best of the best will come to perform in Atlanta whether it be entertainers or championship caliber teams. When the lights are 
on at Mercedes-Benz Stadium the rest of the world will stand still in awe at the LED illuminated event.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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The Super Bowl is the most important event 
in all of American sports. Each year the 
game averages over 110 million viewers 

along with millions more tuning in to witness 
the pregame festivities that the host city pre-
pares up to two weeks prior to the game. How-
ever, television exposure is not the only way for 
a host city to showcase its culture and tradition 
while hosting a Super Bowl. Close to 80,000 
NFL fans from across the world will travel to ex-
perience the big game, but it is the time before 
and after the players take the field that provides 
true opportunity for a city. With 80,000 fans 
comes a predicted $400 million dollars of out-
side investment in local hotels, restaurants and 
transportation providers around the city. Also, 
with the influx of people, cities are to improve 
the surrounding infrastructure to assure that the 
experience of the people visiting matches the 
enormity of football’s grandest stage. Being able 
to accommodate and raise the bar for future 
sporting events around the world are the major 
reasons that Atlanta was picked to host the Su-
per Bowl in 2019.

HOST WITH THE MOST
 The only two times Atlanta has hosted the 
Super Bowl were in 1994 and 2000 and both 
games were played in the Georgia Dome. When 
the Georgia Dome was built in 1992 it was the 
largest domed stadium in the world, capable 
of holding large crowds and creating the cha-
otic and deafening atmosphere all football fans 
love. The 1994 Super Bowl showed the world the 
brand new stadium and started to make sports 
fan realize that Atlanta was beginning to thrive 
in terms of both sports and culture. In 2009, 
Super Bowl XXXIV was impacted by a freak ice 
storm and that took away from the experience 
of the fans who attended. Since 2000, the fear 
of another storm forced the committee of NFL 
owners to reject the city for a bid twice in both 
2008 and 2009. Super Bowl XXXIV was not 
perfect by any means, but it gave the city a rea-

son to change. The city was able to learn from its 
mistakes and as Arthur Blank said after earning 
the bid “We have been working hard to be on 
it. This stadium was designed and I think really 
downtown Atlanta is designed to accommodate 
these kind of events”. Atlanta was not just given 
the bid for the 2019 Super Bowl, the city had to 
come together and rise up to earn it.
 During the May League meetings in Char-
lotte, a team consisting of Atlanta business and 
sports leaders spoke to owners in an attempt 
to win the bid for Super Bowl LIII in 2019. At-
lanta, along with Miami, Tampa and New Or-
leans were all vying to host the nation’s largest 
sporting event and on the fourth ballot, Atlanta 
beat out New Orleans with a simple majority of 
the owner’s votes. Rick Smith, CEO of Equifax, 
and Doug Hertz, CEO of United Distributors 
spoke to the owners on behalf of Atlanta and 
focused on the city’s $46 million financial plan 
for funding the event, the growth of the down-
town area, and the building of the new $1.5 bil-
lion Mercedes-Benz Stadium. Smith and Hertz’s 
presentation was accompanied by a video titled 
“Atlanta Transformed” that showcased how the 
city has improved and become more prepared to 
host the event since 2000.

NEIGHBORHOOD FUN
 One of the main reasons that Atlanta 
was able to win the bid for 2019 was the de-
velopment of downtown into a more interac-
tive and walkable area. Blank was recently 
quoted saying that his goal was for the Super 
Bowl in 2019 to be “the most walkable Super 
Bowl ever” and the combination of different 
attractions surrounding the new Mercedes-
Benz Stadium can help the city accomplish 
this goal. With the Georgia Aquarium, the 
College Football Hall of Fame, a renovated 
Centennial Olympic Park, the National Center 
for Civil and Human Rights and a more active 
and thriving night life scene in the midtown 
area, Atlanta provides a multitude of oppor-

tunities for fans to have a memorable experi-
ence while visiting the city for the event.

STAR ATTRACTION
 While the restructuring of downtown 
was vital to bringing the Super Bowl to At-
lanta, the most important aspect of Atlanta’s 
bid was the new state of the art Mercedes-
Benz Stadium. In recent years, the building 
of a new stadium has essentially guaranteed 
that an NFL team is allowed to host the Su-
per Bowl. All five NFL stadiums finished after 
2006 have already hosted, the new US Bank 
Stadium in Minneapolis will host in 2018 and 
the new home of the Falcons will continue the 
trend by hosting the following year. The sta-
dium is not only an architectural marvel that 
features a rotational retracting roof, large out-
door plazas and a halo video board which at 
64,000 square feet is the largest of its kind, 
but also showcases Atlanta’s ability to work 
together on a public and private level.
 “I think what made the difference this time 
was that we have a new stadium with a signifi-
cant public-private partnership,” explained Blank.
 The partnership shows that not only the 
Falcons and other businesses across the Atlanta 
area felt that the city would benefit from a Super 
Bowl, but that the people of Atlanta agreed and 
were willing to work towards changing the per-
ception of our city through this event.
 With the successful bid for the Super Bowl, 
Atlanta can paint its own future and transform 
the fan experience with all the innovative tech-
nology planned to debut. If all goes according 
to plan, the improvement of the city will be 
matched by the improvement of the Falcons on 
the field as well. The first thing Arthur Blank did 
when he received the news that Atlanta would 
host the Super Bowl is send a text to head coach 
Dan Quinn that read “I want to play in our Super 
Bowl in ’19 – and sooner”.

1994 super bowl xxviii

2000 super bowl xxxiv

The Georgia Dome, wrapping up just 
its second season, hosted a pair of 
12-4 teams in the Dallas Cowboys 
and the Buffalo Bills, a rematch of Su-
per Bowl XXVII just the year before. 
In 1993, the Cowboys routed the Bills 
52-17. Buffalo returned for its fourth 
straight Super Bowl and looked to 
end their big game woes but instead 
fell to the Cowboys yet again, 30-13. 
The second half, like in the previous 
three years, was not kind to Buffalo 
as the Cowboys leaned on Super 
Bowl MVP Emmitt Smith to run away 
with the game, scoring 24 unan-
swered points.

The St. Louis Rams also known as 
The Greatest Show on Turf used a 73-
yard bomb from Kurt Warner to Isaac 
Bruce to take a late lead against the 
Tennessee Titans before Mike Jones 
made a game-saving tackle to clinch 
the Rams first Super Bowl victory in 
franchise history, 23-16. Warner won 
League MVP and Super Bowl MVP as 
a 28-year-old first-year starter. With 
five seconds left on the St. Louis 10, 
Steve McNair found Kevin Dyson who 
couldn’t break free from Jones and 
was corralled at the 1-yard line, leav-
ing a lasting image of Dyson stretch-
ing the ball out to try and break the 
plain of the goal line.

A scintillating finish at the Georgia 
Dome, highlighted Super Bowl XXXIV

The stage was set for Atlanta’s first 
Super Bowl held on January 30, 1994 Atlanta gets set to host 

SUPER BOWL LIII
BY TOMMY KOLLIAS

ENORMOUS DIMENSIONS, DYNAMIC FEATURES
Compared to the seasoned Georgia Dome, Mercedes-Benz Stadium measures 25 percent larger with its approximately 2,000,000 
total square footage. 28,000 total tons of structural steel will be used to complete the new stadium, compared to 8,300 tons required 
to erect the Dome in 1992. The massive roof of Mercedes-Benz Stadium measures 14.5 acres compared to the Dome’s 8.6 acres.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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NO MORE WAITING TIME
Mercedes-Benz Stadium offers the most affordable food and beverages ever seen at a modern day sporting event, with high 
prices and long wait time both cut drastically. There are now 60 percent more points of sale meaning fueling up will be done in 
a flash. The addition of 20 more bars and restaurants presents patrons more options than ever.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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PRIME POSITION, REDEFINED LUXURY
Mercedes-Benz Stadium’s design showcases 7,500 club seats compared to the Dome’s 5,740. Mercedes-Benz Stadium club seating is 
positioned from the field level up, offering the best seats in the house. With more than 100,000 square feet of space dedicated to climate-
controlled club and premium areas, Mercedes-Benz Stadium will set new standards for luxury, comfort and convenience on game-days.

DID YOU 
KNOW?




