


Game day is a time to BE ULTIMATE. A time to grab your grill by the handle, look it in the grate, and show it who’s boss. 

(You. You’re the boss.) We have everything you need to take your tailgate to the next level, from supplies like charcoal 

and paper plates to platters, subs, and mouthwatering steaks. You ready to do this?

publix.com/falcons
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KIA MOTORS  
FRIDAY NIGHT 

LIGHTS SCHEDULE

6:00pm | Gates Open

6:45pm | Practice Begins

7:42pm | National Anthem

8:43pm | Halftime 
• Atlanta Falcons Cheerleaders 
• Kia Motors Contest 

9:08pm | Practice Ends
• Autograph Session Begins [17 Min Total]

9:15pm | Fireworks Begin

9:25pm | Autograph Session Ends
  Event Concludes

6:00PM
Gates Open

7:30PM
Practice Begins

9:00PM
Practice Ends

Not many people can say their dad was 
a professional football player who has 

their jersey retired. Even fewer can say they 
followed in their father’s footsteps and made 
it to the NFL themselves. And nearly nobody 
can say they were drafted by the same team 
their dad played for.
 Grady Jarrett, the Atlanta Falcons fifth-
round selection in this year’s NFL Draft, is the 
son of Falcons Ring of Honor member and 
former three-time All-Pro linebacker Jessie 
Tuggle. Tuggle was an undrafted free agent 
in 1987 out of Valdosta State. He played his 
high school ball at Griffin where he helped 
lead the Bears to an 11-3 season as a senior 
under head coach Lloyd Bohannon, the father 
of Kennesaw State University head coach 
Brian Bohannon. Griffin lost to Peachtree 
17-14 in the semifinals to end Tuggle’s high 
school career but the tackling machine was 
just getting started
 Tuggle at 5-foot-11, only held two 
scholarship offers to play at the next level. 
Scouts said he was too small to play college 
football, but one thing they couldn’t measure 
was “The Hammer’s” heart. Bohannon 
however, was always a believer in him. “He has 
been an underdog all his life,” said the state 
championship winning coach. “You can’t find 
someone who has a bad thing to say about 
him.” The undersized hard hitting linebacker 
went on to be named to the All-Gulf South 
Conference team three consecutive years 
at Valdosta State and was honored as an 
All-American his final season, but for some 
reason, scouts continued to doubt his ability.

IMMEDIATE IMPACT
 Jessie continued to defy the odds after 
not being selected in the 1987 draft and 
quickly made a name for himself. By his second 
season, Tuggle already eclipsed the 100 tackle 
mark and by year four, he joined the 200 tackle 
club for a single season. From 1990 to 1999, no 
one in the NFL collected more tackles than The 
Hammer. When all was said and done in his 
14-year career, Tuggle amassed five Pro Bowl 
selections and finished as the Falcons all-time 
leader in tackles with 1,640.
 Now, his son Grady will look to follow his 
path as a hard worker that defies the odds. 
Jarrett was a force on the Clemson defensive 
line where he teamed up with the Falcons 
2015 first-round pick Vic Beasley Jr. Jarrett 
collected 207 tackles, 29.5 for loss and 5.5 
sacks over his career and was named All-
ACC First-Team in his senior season. Though 
he put together a great career in Death Valley, 
much like his father, Jarrett dropped in the 
draft due to his size at 6-foot. 
 Atlanta was able to nab Grady with the 
137th overall pick and was set to rock and 
roll with the former Tiger, but little did they 
know that Jarrett’s family house in Conyers, 
Ga. caught fire the day before being selected. 
Once team owner Arthur Blank was alerted 
about the incident, he quickly sent over 
Falcons gear to help clothe Jarrett who lost all 
of his clothing in the fire. 
 A week after the fire, Jarrett signed 
his first pro contract worth $2.5 million. 
The rookie was relieved to have signed the 
paperwork and begin his NFL journey. “It’s 

really comforting to have that done, but at 
this moment I’m just focused on trying to 
become a better football player.”
 Jarrett’s football career has come full 
circle. Like his dad, Grady also played high 
school football in Georgia, starring at Rockdale 
County. Jarrett recorded 63 tackles for loss 
and 27.5 sacks over his final two seasons as 
a Bulldog and was also a state champion in 
wrestling and the shotput his senior year; all 
this less than an hour away from where he 
now will be suiting up on Sundays. The ability 
to play in a familiar area is something he 
cherishes. “It’s definitely special,” said Jarrett.   
“I played at Rockdale then played at Clemson 
right up [Interstate] 85 and then coming right 
here, I drove by the exit going home all the 
time so it’s definitely special.”

STUDENT OF THE GAME
 He has learned from some of the best 
in the game and has received guidance not 
only for what to expect entering the NFL, but 
life skills as well growing up. Along with his 
father, former Baltimore Ravens linebacker 
Ray Lewis was a huge influence and is like an 
uncle to him. Lewis has known Grady since he 
was five and has helped train with him during 
the hot summers in the south and has pushed 
him to set and reach goals.
 Jarrett’s entire family has helped him 
transition to the NFL. “I’ve been focusing 
on the process and just getting words of 
encouragement from my whole family,” said the 
22-year-old. “They’ve been encouraging me; 
they know I’m going to handle my business.”

 Even though he is now his own man and 
plays a different position than his father did in 
Atlanta, Jarrett still understands the type of 
legacy Tuggle had here over two decades ago. 
“Just the guy that he was here and the name he 
has around here is definitely special so that’s 
something that’s pretty cool.” explained Jarrett.
 Tuggle lent his son some advice on 
what to expect in the pros, but it was nothing 
Jarrett wasn’t expecting. “He would tell you 
and everybody else would tell you, I always 
handle my business so it wasn’t a big ‘what 
do I got to look into’ thing coming in.”
 Like father, like son, Jarrett is a humble 
young man who is hungry to make a name for 
himself in Atlanta. Due to Jarrett’s performance 
in the ACC which saw him rank top five in 
both run stop percentage and pass rushing 
productivity when lined up against Power 5 
opponents, scouts around the League are 
praising him as one of the steals of the draft.
 Jarrett knows that predictions are nice, 
but everything will be earned between the 
white lines. “I’m just happy to be here in 
Atlanta. The draft is just a thing of the past. 
You can only control what you control. What I 
control is what I do out here and I’m just trying 
to be a better player and help this team win.”
 With the examples left by his father 
Jessie and the rest of his family, Jarrett is 
poised to become a difference maker on and 
off the field. His work ethic and motor shine 
each day and he is proving Atlanta may have 
picked up another steal, just like 28 years ago 
with an undrafted rookie named Jessie Tuggle.

Jarrett Family 
Ties Make Atlanta 
Experience Special 

By Kyle Sandy



What’s more impressive to me than 
his arm is his attitude. The way he 
shakes off a bad play and spreads 
praise on the good ones. Is that arm 
good enough to pay his way through 
college? Maybe, maybe not.

But thanks to SunTrust, I’m learning 
new ways to save for his future and 
mine. So we’ll be good either way.

Stop in, call 800.SUNTRUST 
or visit suntrust.com.

SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC.  ©2015 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and How can we help you shine? are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.  All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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The Atlanta Falcons welcomed Vic 
Beasley Jr. into the professional limelight 

with the No. 8 overall pick of this year’s 
draft. The pass rusher’s record-setting 
career at Clemson, All-America accolades 
and freakish athleticism were admired 
before he arrived at pre-draft combines and 
the unanimity of his status as one of the 
most sought after prospects of this year’s 
draft class was never in question. With 
extraordinary first-step quickness, speed 
and power, rushing the passer appears 
natural to Beasley. His football journey, 
however, reveals how impressive the 
23-year-old’s accomplishments and skillsets 
really are.
 Every player that completes the climb 
to the prestigious platform of the NFL 
followed his own unique path that got him 
there. Beasley has had the dream of making 
it to the NFL since he was a kid, but even he 
could never have imagined it would unfold 
the way it has.

COMING HOME
 “I thought I was going to be some other 
position,” admitted Beasley. “I wouldn’t have 
believed that [I’d be a pass rusher] at all. I 
just knew I had the potential to play in the 
NFL and I never saw myself being here in 
Atlanta. Fortunately I was able to come here 
and it worked out for me. I’m glad to be here 
at home.”
 During his career at Adairsville High 
School, an hour north of Atlanta, Beasley 
played running back and returned kicks 
while leading the defense at linebacker. His 
athleticism attracted plenty of collegiate fan 

mail and after signing with Clemson without 
an established position, he had to pursue a 
role on the field that could take full advantage 
of his wide range of skills. After getting 
red-shirted his freshman year and trying 
everything from tight end to running back 
with the Tigers, he was finally slotted as a 
pass rusher going into his sophomore season.

SHARPENING SKILLS
 Beasley’s father, Vic Beasley Sr., played 
safety at Auburn from 1982-84 and set an 
example for a young and motivated Beasley 
Jr. as his high school football career took 
flight at Adairsville. As a senior, Beasley 
played running back, where he would tote 
120 carries for 828 yards and seven scores. 
He added an 80-yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown and two punt return touchdowns 
that same season and on the defensive side 
of the ball notched 102 tackles, 12 tackles for 
loss and an interception.
 Beasley excelled on the football field 
and also averaged a double-double on the 
hardwood for his high school basketball 
team and in AAU for the Georgia All-Stars in 
the offseason.
 These busy high school playing days 
mark when Beasley applied the importance 
of putting the team first and where he 
recognized the hard work and determination 
that he would need to make his dream of 
playing in the NFL a reality.
 “In high school the most important thing 
I learned was just the grind of everything,” 
explained Beasley. “The grind from high 
school into college really paid off.”
 The wide range of athletic skills and 

versatility to play almost any position earned 
Beasley’s status as one of the top prep 
athletes in the nation before he narrowed 
down his college choices and signed with 
Clemson. The fresh start forced Beasley 
to practice and study a variety of different 
positions and this challenged him in ways 
that continue to help him today as he adapts 
to a new role with the Falcons.
 “Playing those different positions 
throughout my career in high school and 
college challenged me,” admitted Beasley 
during minicamp. “But as a result I’m 
adapting fast now [to the NFL] and can 
enjoy the process.”

A DEFENSIVE DESTINY
 After giving offense a try the first year, 
the Clemson coaching staff welcomed 
Beasley to defensive end. Beasley would hop 
in on special teams while playing a limited 
pass rushing role during that 2011 campaign. 
Beasley earned more playing time in the 
offseason leading up to the 2012 season 
and would take a dozen snaps in the season 
opener against Auburn on Aug. 1 in the 
Chick-Fil-A Kickoff Game. This showdown 
with his dad’s alma mater took place in the 
Beasley’s home state at the Georgia Dome 
and it would prove to be a memorable day. 
On a critical third down during Auburn’s 
last drive, Beasley registered his first college 
sack on a scrambling Kiehl Frazier and shut 
down the potential game-tying drive as 
Clemson held on for a 26-19 victory.
 The 2014 ACC Defensive Player of the 
Year would record 32 more sacks by the 
end of his career, finishing with a school-

record 33. Beasley’s senior season ended 
with the Tigers’ 40-6 blowout Citrus Bowl 
win over Oklahoma on Dec. 29. Along with 
his 33 career sacks, Beasley totaled 101 
tackles, 52.5 tackles for loss, 29 quarterback 
pressures, 11 pass breakups, seven forced 
fumbles, two recovered fumbles and two 
touchdowns in 1,421 snaps over 48 games 
(25 starts). 
 He posted at least one sack in eight 
consecutive games from the end of the 
2013 season into the start of 2014 and 
recorded a tackle for loss in each of his last 
15 games.

GEORGIA PRIDE
 Beasley was the first of 30 former 
Georgia high school football players that 
were taken in this year’s draft, second only 
to Florida’s 39. Being the first of these 30 
players and getting to stay in-state and 
represent his home team will be a privilege 
Beasley is looking forward carrying into his 
professional career. 
 Football appreciates what the names, 
numbers and logos on a jersey represent 
much more than the numerical values, letters 
and designs themselves. Beasley will wear 
No. 44 with the Falcons, a jersey number 
he picked to represent being the eighth pick 
of the draft (4+4=8). When understanding 
his journey to the Falcons, the No. 44 seen 
on the field reveals the story. It displays the 
hard work it took to become a top eight pick. 
It shows a childhood dream coming true 
every time he takes the field and it shows 
the honor of playing for the team he grew up 
cheering for.

Varsity versatility drives Beasley’s success
By Craig Sager II
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Atlanta hired Dan Quinn the day after 
Super Bowl XLIX and welcomed the 

defensive-minded leader that crowned its 
list of candidates and jumpstarted one of the 
busiest offseasons the team will ever see. 
From Quinn’s hiring to mid-June, Atlanta not 
only built an almost entirely new coaching 
staff, but also surpassed the century mark 
with over 100 official transactions by the time 
the pre-camp roster was set.
 Before the roster underwent its series of 
transformations, Quinn finalized the staff he 
had begun envisioning when head coaching 
interest first began to surface during Seattle’s 
run to Super Bowl XLVIII. On the defensive 
side of the ball, Quinn started with the familiar 
coaching model that helped shape his success 
in Seattle by hiring veteran Richard Smith from 
Denver to coordinate the defense and bringing 
in a secondary specialist in Raheem Morris to 
specifically work with the pass defense. 
 There is no doubting that Quinn is a 
defense oriented coach, but his years mastering 
that side of the ball gave him the understanding 
of the type of offensive staff he wanted to bring 
in. New coordinator Kyle Shanahan has paved 
a trail of success with a playbook that has 
tremendous flexibility and balance that Quinn 
has first hand experience with.
 “Going against Kyle Shanahan in the 
past has been really difficult,” admitted 
Quinn. “It’s been the balanced run/pass stuff, 
the keepers, the play action, the movement, 
all that [type of] game is hard to defend. We 
were hopefully going to get connected if it 
[getting a head coaching position] happened 

a year ago, but it ended up working out to 
where we could do it again this year.”
 On special teams, Quinn believes he 
is teaming up with one of the best teachers 
in the game with Keith Armstrong, who has 
been in Atlanta since 2008.
 “Keith Armstrong from the special 
teams standpoint, I’ve always felt like is one 
of the best fundamental coaches in football,” 
said Quinn. “So I had a chance to connect 
with him; it was a no-brainer. All these guys 
together, I think one of the things I like most 
is that they are trying to find out everything 
they can and pull guys into being the very 
best they can.”

MAKING MOVES
 Atlanta used the two months leading 
up to the draft to reshape much of the roster. 
In an effort to boost the tight end position, 
Atlanta added Tony Moeaki and Jacob Tamme. 
Moeaki was no longer needed in Seattle after 
the trade for former New Orleans Saints Pro 
Bowler Jimmy Graham and Tamme brings the 
experience of playing with Peyton Manning for 
three years in Indianapolis and three years in 
Denver that should translate well to a veteran 
pocket passer like Matt Ryan. Two of the biggest 
additions were linebackers Justin Durant and 
Brooks Reed, which brought in two experienced 
playmakers to the heart of the defense. 
 Atlanta’s receiving duo of Julio Jones and 
Roddy White is an established force around 
the NFL and they top the Falcons wide receiver 
totem pole again this season. The difference 
with the receiving corps this season, however, 

is that the supporting cast could be as talented 
as it’s ever been. The Falcons brought in Nick 
Williams and Leonard Hankerson through 
free agency and Devin Hester is back after 
sparking big plays as a third and fourth 
receiver option last season. Both Wi lliams and 
Hankerson spent time with Shanahan while he 
coordinated the Washington offense and will 
certainly help in the film room. 
 The other key addition to the receiving 
corps came in the fourth round of this year’s 
draft with East Carolina’s Justin Hardy. 
Hardy became the NCAA’s all-time leader 
in receptions last season and finished his 
historic career with 387 catches, 4,541 
receiving yards and 35 touchdowns. 

NEED FOR SPEED
 In the backfield, Shanahan’s wide zone 
running scheme is built for backs that can get 
outside quickly and use one cut to explode 
upfield. Devonta Freeman and Antone Smith 
showed this ability last year and the team 
added another home-run threat with Indiana 
running back Tevin Coleman in this year’s 
draft.  Coleman was a third-round pick (73rd 
overall) that put up 2,036 rushing yards off 
270 carries (7.5 yards per carry) and 15 
touchdowns last season with the Hoosiers. 
 Third-year pro Desmond Trufant returns as 
the leader of the secondary with safety William 
Moore. However, safeties Kemal Ishmael and 
Ricardo Allen proved to be starting caliber 
players this offseason. Last year’s second-round 
pick, Ra’Shede Hageman is expected to play a 
significant role up front as a 6-foot-6, 318-pound 

end and this year’s fifth-round pick Grady 
Jarrett will boost the tackle position with his low 
leverage and ability to find the backfield. Every 
level of the defense returns with improvements, 
but the one position that will receive the most 
attention this season is ‘the Leo’. This pass-
rushing position is tailor made for this year’s 
first-round pick, Vic Beasley Jr., and will line 
him primarily on the right side, where he spent 
most of his record-setting collegiate career at 
Clemson.  

THE SLATE
 The Falcons open the season with a 
Monday Night Football showdown against the 
Philadelphia Eagles on Sept. 14 and then follow 
it with two more NFC East games with visits to 
the New York Giants and Dallas Cowboys. The 
Falcons return home Week 4 to face Houston 
and then host Washington Week 5. After the 
homestand, Atlanta will have just four days to 
prepare for its first divisional game of the season, 
an Oct. 15 Thursday Night Football battle with 
New Orleans Week 6. If the Falcons can grasp the 
new systems and continue improving each week, 
then they will be prepared for a critical final five 
weeks of the season, which includes three road 
games and four divisional games. Atlanta plays 
at Tampa Bay on Dec. 6 before facing the two-
time defending division champion Panthers for 
the first time of the season on Dec. 13 at Carolina. 
After a trip to Jacksonville on Dec. 20, two crucial 
home games to end the season remain on the 
schedule. Atlanta will host Carolina on Dec. 27 
before closing the regular season by welcoming 
New Orleans to the Georgia Dome on Jan. 3.

Pieces come together as new era takes flight
By Craig Sager II
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2 Matt Ryan QB 6-4 217 5/17/85 8 Boston College D1a ‘08 Exton, PA
3 Matt Bryant K 5-9 203 5/29/75 14 Baylor FA ‘09 Orange, TX
5 Matt Bosher P 6-0 208 10/18/87 5 Miami (Fla.) D6 ‘11 Jupiter, FL
11 Julio Jones WR 6-3 220 2/8/89 5 Alabama D1 ‘11 Foley, AL
12 Sean Renfree QB 6-5 225 4/28/90 2 Duke D7c ‘13 Scottsdale, AZ
13 T.J. Yates QB 6-4 217 5/28/87 5 North Carolina TR ‘14 (Hou) Marietta, GA
14 Eric Weems WR 5-9 195 7/4/85 9 Bethune-Cookman FA ‘14 Ormond Beach, FL
15 Nick Williams WR 5-10 184 11/23/90 1 Connecticut FA ‘15 East Windsor, NJ
16 Justin Hardy WR 5-10 192 12/18/91 R East Carolina D4 ‘15 Vanceboro, NC
17 Devin Hester WR 5-11 190 11/4/82 10 Miami (Fla.) FA ‘14 Riviera Beach, FL
18 Freddie Martino WR 6-0 195 9/7/91 1 North Greenville FA ‘14 North, SC
19 Carlton Mitchell WR 6-2 211 4/6/88 5 South Florida TRYOUT Lutz, FL
20 Phillip Adams CB 5-11 195 7/20/88 6 South Carolina State FA ‘15 Rock Hill, SC
21 Desmond Trufant CB 6-0 190 9/10/90 3 Washington D1 ‘13 Tacoma, WA
22 Dezmen Southward CB 6-2 210 10/1/91 2 Wisconsin D3 ‘14 Sunrise, FL
23 Robert Alford CB 5-10 186 11/1/88 3 Southeast Louisiana D2 ‘13 Hammond, LA
24 Devonta Freeman RB 5-8 206 3/15/92 2 Florida State D4a ‘14 Miami, FL
25 William Moore S 6-0 221 5/18/85 6 Missouri D2 ‘09 Hayti, MO
26 Tevin Coleman RB 6-1 210 4/16/93 R Indiana D3 ‘15 Tinley Park, IL
27 Kevin White CB 5-10 174 7/15/92 R Texas Christian CFA ‘15 Round Rock, TX
28 Akeem King CB 6-1 212 10/29/92 R San Jose State D7b ‘15 Nipomo, CA
29 Sean Baker S 6-0 209 11/6/88 2 Ball State FA ‘13 Youngstown, OH
30 Charles Godfrey S 5-11 210 11/15/85 8 Iowa FA ‘14 Baytown, TX
32 Jalen Collins CB 6-1 203 3/20/93 R Louisiana State D2 ‘15 Olive Branch, MS
33 Terron Ward RB 5-7 201 2/15/92 R Oregon State CFA ‘15 Antioch, CA
34 Jerome Smith RB 6-0 226 4/6/91 1 Syracuse FA ‘14 Chester, PA
35 Antone Smith RB 5-9 192 9/17/85 6 Florida State FA ‘09 Pahokee, FL
36 Kemal Ishmael S 6-0 206 5/6/91 3 Central Florida D7a ‘13 Miami, FL
37 Ricardo Allen S 5-9 186 12/18/91 1 Purdue D5a ‘14 Daytona Beach, FL
39 Collin Mooney FB 5-10 238 4/3/86 3 Army FA ‘15 Katy, TX
40 Jonathon Mincy DB 5-10 196 9/5/92 R Auburn FA ‘15 Decatur, GA
41 Tyler Starr OLB 6-5 250 1/25/91 2 South Dakota D7b ‘14 Little Rock, IA
42 Patrick DiMarco FB 6-1 234 4/30/89 4 South Carolina FA ‘13 Altamonte Springs, FL
43 Terell Floyd S 5-10 203 7/1/92 R Louisville CFA ‘15 Fort Pierce, FL
44 Vic Beasley Jr. OLB 6-3 246 7/8/92 R Clemson D1 ‘15 Adairsville, GA
45 Damian Parms S 6-2 210 10/28/92 R Florida Atlantic CFA ‘15 Miami, FL
46 Boris Anyama LB 6-2 230 9/13/91 R Louisiana-Lafayette FA ‘15 Stafford, TX
47 Josh Harris LS 6-1 224 4/27/89 4 Auburn FA ‘12 Carrollton, GA
48 Robenson Therezie S 5-9 212 8/5/91 R Auburn CFA ‘15 Miami, FL
49 Derek Akunne LB 6-0 242 8/17/93 R North Texas CFA ‘15 Garland, TX
50 O’Brien Schofield OLB 6-3 242 4/3/87 6 Wisconsin FA ‘15 Camden, SC
51 Marquis Spruill LB 6-0 224 5/14/91 1 Syracuse D5b ‘14 Hillside, NJ
52 Justin Durant LB 6-1 230 9/21/85 9 Hampton FA ‘15 Florence, SC
53 Allen Bradford LB 5-11 235 8/31/88 5 USC FA ‘15 Santa Clara, CA
54 Nate Stupar LB 6-2 240 3/14/88 2 Penn State FA ‘14 State College, PA
55 Paul Worrilow LB 6-0 230 5/1/90 3 Delaware FA ‘13 Wilmington, DE

56 Brooks Reed OLB 6-3 254 2/28/87 5 Arizona FA ‘15 Tucson, AZ

59 Joplo Bartu LB 6-2 230 10/3/90 3 Texas State FA ‘13 Waller, TX

61 Joe Hawley C 6-3 302 10/22/88 6 UNLV D4 ‘10 Yorba Linda, CA

62 James Stone C 6-3 291 4/26/92 2 Tennessee FA ‘14 Nashville, TN

63 Valerian Ume-Ezeoke C 6-3 295 2/14/93 R New Mexico State CFA ‘15 Garland, TX

64 Jared Smith G 6-4 302 3/20/90 1 New Hampshire FA ‘15 Greencastle, PA

65 O Chris Chester G 6-3 303 1/12/83 10 Oklahoma FA ‘15 Tustin, CA

65 D Warren Herring DT 6-3 294 1/11/92 R Wisconsin CFA ‘15 Fairview Heights, IL

66 Peter Konz G 6-5 317 12/20/89 4 Wisconsin D2 ‘12 Neehan, WI

67 Adam Replogle G 6-3 294 10/10/90 2 Indiana FA ‘14 Centerville, OH

68 Mike Person G 6-4 300 6/17/88 7 Montana State FA ‘15 Glendive, MT

69 Pierce Burton OL 6-6 305 4/10/91 1 Mississippi FA ‘15 Sacramento, CA

70 Jake Matthews T 6-5 309 2/11/92 2 Texas A&M D1 ‘14 Missouri City, TX

71 Kroy Biermann OLB 6-3 255 9/12/85 8 Montana D5b ‘08 Hardin, MT

72 Jake Rodgers T 6-6 320 9/10/91 R Eastern Washington D7a ‘15 Spokane, WA

73 Ryan Schraeder T 6-7 300 5/4/88 3 Valdosta State FA ‘13 Wichita, KS

74 O Eric Lefeld G 6-6 310 1/28/92 R Cincinnati CFA ‘15 Coldwater, OH

74 D Joey Mbu NT 6-3 310 3/28/93 R Houston CFA ‘15 Richmond, TX

75 Jon Asamoah G 6-4 305 7/21/88 6 Illinois FA ‘14 Park Forest, IL

76 DeMarcus Love OL 6-4 336 3/7/88 5 Arkansas FA’15 Lancaster, TX

77 O Matt Huffer OT 6-6 285 3/3/92 R South Dakota FA ‘15 Cedar Rapids, IA

77 D Ra’Shede Hageman DT 6-6 318 8/8/90 2 Minnesota D2 ‘14 Minneapolis, MN

79 O Tyler Polumbus T 6-8 308 4/10/85 8 Colorado FA ‘15 Englewood, CO

79 D Sam Meredith DE 6-4 290 1/31/93 R San Diego State FA ‘15 La Mesa, CA

80 Levine Toilolo TE 6-8 265 7/30/91 3 Stanford D4b ‘13 La Mesa, CA

81 Tony Moeaki TE 6-3 252 6/8/87 5 Iowa FA ‘15 Wheaton, IL

82 Mickey Shuler TE 6-4 247 10/9/86 5 Penn State FA ‘15 Enola, PA

83 Jacob Tamme TE 6-3 230 3/15/85 8 Kentucky FA ‘15 Lexington, KY

84 Roddy White WR 6-0 211 11/2/81 11 Alabama-Birmingham D1 ‘05 James Island, SC

85 Leonard Hankerson WR 6-2 211 1/30/89 5 Miami (Fla.) FA ‘15 Ft. Lauderdale

86 Beau Gardner TE 6-4 240 12/27/89 R Northern Arizona CFA ‘15 Mesa, AZ

87 Marquez Clark WR 5-11 190 11/26/91 R Central Oklahoma CFA ‘15 Texarkana, TX

89 Bernard Reedy WR 5-9 175 12/31/91 1 Toledo FA ‘14 St. Petersburg, FL

90 Stansly Maponga OLB 6-2 265 3/5/91 3 Texas Christian D5 ‘13 Carrollton, TX

91 Derrick Hopkins NT 6-0 321 12/16/91 1 Virginia Tech FA ‘15 Highland Spring, VA

92 Ricky Heimuli NT 6-4 314 9/18/91 1 Oregon FA ‘14 Glendale, UT

93 Malliciah Goodman DE 6-4 276 1/4/90 3 Clemson D4a ‘13 Florence, SC

94 Tyson Jackson DE 6-4 296 6/6/86 7 Louisiana State FA ‘14 Edgard, LA

95 Jonathan Babineaux DT 6-2 300 10/12/81 11 Iowa D2 ‘05 Port Arthur, TX

96 Paul Soliai NT 6-4 345 12/30/83 9 Utah FA ‘14 Pago Pago, American Samoa

97 Grady Jarrett DT 6-0 305 4/28/93 R Clemson D5 ‘15 Conyers, GA

98 Cliff Matthews DE 6-4 268 8/5/89 5 South Carolina D7b ‘11 Cheraw, SC

99 Clayborn, Adrian DE 6-3 280 7/6/88 5 Iowa FA ‘15 St. Louis, MO

TEAM ROSTER
2015 ATLANTA FALCONS



MEET THE ATLANTA  FALCONS TAILGATE TEAM AT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PUBLIX THROUGHOUT 
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The Super Bowl defending champion New 
England Patriots bring back a coaching 

nucleus with 41 years of experience in 
the organization between head coach Bill 
Belichick (17), offensive coordinator Josh 
McDaniels (12) and defensive coordinator 
Matt Patricia (12). The Pats will be the clear-
cut favorite to win the AFC East for a seventh 
straight season, but Tom Brady faces an 
early season suspension after his role in 
Deflategate. The Buffalo Bills overhauled 
their team with Rex Ryan stepping in as 
the new leader. LeSean McCoy will be 
Rex’s workhorse back while Percy Harvin 
joins Sammy Watkins as deep threats. The 
Dolphins will need to get over the .500 
hump for the first time since 2008 to keep 
fourth-year head coach Joe Philbin safe. 
New General Manager Mike Maccagnan 
brought in a plethora of talent for new Jets 
head coach Todd Bowles to work with in 
New York with Darrelle Revis, Buster Skrine 
and Antonio Cromartie.

The NFC East champion Dallas Cowboys 
were one call away from stamping a 

Divisional Round playoff win last year, 
but now DeMarco Murray, who led the 
League in rushing, will call rival Philadelphia 
home. Darren McFadden will try and stay 
on the field as a newcomer to Dallas and 
the offense will likely have to carry a still 
suspect defense. The Eagles look to ride 
Murray back into the postseason with a new 
signal caller after Nick Foles was shipped 
to St. Louis and Sam Bradford was brought 
in. DeSean Jackson, Pierre Garcon, Jordan 
Reed and running back Alfred Morris are 
viable offensive weapons but the unknown 
at quarterback could once again leave the 
Redskins in the cellar. The Giants have two 
Super Bowls with the duo of Tom Coughlin 
and Eli Manning but the franchise is currently 
clouded by its one playoff berth since the 
2008 season. Odell Beckham Jr. emerged 
as one of the League’s most exciting players 
and the receiver will be a key to keeping the 

AFC NORTH ALL DEFENSE
 Reigning AFC North champ Pittsburgh 
will enter life without legendary defensive 
coordinator Dick LeBeau and veteran 
leaders Ike Taylor, Troy Polamalu and Brett 
Keisel. Ben Rothlisberger and Le’Veon Bell 
make the offense go with the explosive 
Antonio Brown streaking down the sidelines. 
The Ravens expect Joe Flacco to continue 
his rise to elite status under the guidance of 
new offensive coordinator Marc Trestman. 
Wide receiver Breshad Perriman will need 
to play up to his first-round draft status as 
Steve Smith continues the final stretch of his 
successful career. Cincinnati has lost four-
straight years in the Wild Card Round and is 
now 0-6 under Marvin Lewis in the playoffs. 
Cleveland will need to find its footing on 
offense and drafted Danny Shelton to help 
with their League-worst run defense.

COLTS HAVE ALL THE LUCK
 Indianapolis is banking on another 

offense moving.  
 The Detroit defense will have to fill 
the void left by Ndamukong Suh, who is 
now with the Dolphins. Green Bay’s core 
and arguably the League’s top quarterback, 
Aaron Rodgers, are back. Minnesota showed 
fight last year with Teddy Bridgewater at 
quarterback and Matt Asiata and Jerick 
McKinnon got valuable reps in the absence 
of the suspended Adrian Peterson.

HOW THE WEST IS WON
  The NFC West has sent Seattle to back-
to-back Super Bowls and Arizona and St. Louis 
returns strong. The Cardinals were 9-1 to start 
last season before injuries forced their historic 
start to take a sharp turn. Carson Palmer and 
Drew Stanton are both back at quarterback 
after injuries and running back Andre Ellington 
has healed up from his sports hernia and 
foot setbacks. Safety Tyrann Mathieu and 
linebacker Kevin Minter are on the mend and 

AFC Preview

NFC Preview

AFC South title behind the arm of Andrew 
Luck who has brand new toys in Frank Gore 
and Andre Johnson. Houston has talent on 
offense, but the quarterback position remains 
a revolving door as three players saw time 
under center in 2014. Vince Wilfork will team 
up with J.J. Watt along the Texans defensive 
line. The Jaguars lost top pick Dante Fowler 
Jr. to injury on Day 1 of rookie minicamp. 
Blake Bortles will have a new favorite target 
in Julius Thomas, from Denver. 
 The Titans selected Marcus Mariota 
second overall and hope he can spark the 
franchise like Steve McNair did in the early 
2000’s. Peyton Manning returns to the 
Broncos with wideouts Demaryius Thomas 

the team also added former Falcons Sean 
Weatherspoon and Corey Peters to an already 
solid defense. Gregg Williams is back for a 
second season to coordinate a very capable 
Rams defense. Second-year pro Tre Mason 
will take the handoffs until the Rams first-
round pick Todd Gurley is able to join him. 
 The 49ers are convinced this is a reload 
and not a rebuild season, but change was 
certainly in the air this offseason. Former 
head coach Jim Harbaugh left for the Big Ten 
to lead Michigan and the core of the team 
was decimated. 20 combined Pro Bowls 

and Emmanuel Sanders expecting more big 
seasons with Manning airing it out. Kansas 
City hopes Jeremy Maclin will finally give 
Alex Smith a deep threat at wide receiver. 
San Diego flirted with moving Philip Rivers 
but decided to keep the veteran quarterback 
that continues improving late into his career. 
The addition of Melvin Gordon should give 
the Chargers a rushing game they lacked last 
season as they averaged just 85.4 yards per 
game on the ground. Derek Carr looked good 
with limited talent around him in Oakland as 
a rookie and now will have Michael Crabtree 
and Amari Cooper flanking him as top 
options.

and more than 1,000 career starts were lost 
from the team this offseason. 
 Carolina’s Kelvin Benjamin proved to be 
one of the League’s most explosive targets 
after hauling in 73 passes for 1,008 yards 
and nine touchdowns as a rookie in 2014. 
New Orleans brought in cornerback Brandon 
Browner to match up with the division’s long 
list of talented receivers like Benjamin and 
stands 6-foot-4, 221 pounds. Tampa Bay 
receivers Vincent Jackson and Mike Evans 
will flank this year’s No. 1 overall pick, Jameis 
Winston.





1970

1990

Aug. 18, 1965
The Beatles 
perform at 

Atlanta Stadium

June 30, 1965
League awards 
city of Atlanta 

an NFL franchise

Nov. 27, 1965
Tommy Nobis 
is drafted No. 

1 overall as 
the first pick 
in franchise 

history

Dec. 19, 1971
Falcons defeat 

the Saints 24-20 
to complete the 
franchise’s first 

winning season 7-6-1

Dec. 7, 1969
Harmon Wages caught, 

threw and ran for 
touchdowns in Atlanta’s  
45-17 win over the Saints 

(7th hat trick in NFL history) 

apr. 7, 1968
President  
Lyndon B. 

Johnson declares 
national day of 

mourning for the 
loss of Martin 
Luther King Jr.

1968
Alliance 

Theatere 
founded

Sept. 13, 1981
Trailing Green Bay 
17-0, the Falcons 
tie an NFL record 

with 31 fourth 
quarter points to 

win 31-17

Dec. 14, 1986
Jeff Van Note retires 

after 18 seasons 
with the Falcons

1991 Season
Undrafted LB 
Jessie ”The 

Hammer” Tuggle 
leads the NFL with 

207 tackles
Sept. 6, 1992

Atlanta defeats the 
New York Jets 20-17 in 

the Dome opener

Oct 26, 1997
Original 

owner and 
founder, 
Rankin 

M. Smith 
passes away

Dec. 24, 1995
Terance Mathis 
game-winning 

touchdown reception 
completes Atlanta’s 

28-27 comeback 
over San Francisco 

and clinches a 
playoff berth

1987
CNN moves its 

headquarters to 
Omni Complex, 

renaming it CNN 
Center

1994
Atlanta hosts Super 

Bowl XXVIII in 
the Georgia Dome 

between  
the Dallas Cowboys  

and Buffalo Bills July 27, 1996
A terrorist 

bomb attack 
explodes in 
Centennial 

Olympic Park

1991 
Coca-Cola 

Enterprises merged 
with the Johnston Coca-
Cola Bottling Group, Inc.

1996 
From July 19 to August 

4, Atlanta hosted a 
record 197 nations 

during the Centennial 
Olympics

1992 
The Georgia 
Dome opens 

its doors

1983
East 

Marietta 
wins Little 

League 
World Series

1990 
Georgia 

Tech wins 
the College 

Football 
National 

Championship

July 14, 1968
Hank Aaron 

hits his 
500th home 

run

Oct. 26, 1970
Muhammad 
Ali fight vs. 
Jerry Quarry 
at Atlanta 
Municipal 

Auditorium

July 14, 1970
Atlanta Track 

club held its first 
Peachtree Road 
Race, 110 people 

ran the race

1973
Maynard 

Jackson is 
elected mayor, 
making him the 

first African 
American mayor 

of a major 
southern city

Dec. 30, 1968
First-ever Peach 

Bowl, played 
between Florida 
State and LSU. 
LSU won 31-27

from nobis to a new home

1965



2000
2010

1980

2015

1980
NHL team 

Atlanta Flames 
move to Calgary 
after only eight 

seasons in 
Atlanta

1980
University of Georgia 

wins the College 
Football National 

Championship

Dec. 14, 1980
Falcons beat the 49ers 

35-10 and clinch the  
first division title in 

franchise history

Apr. 26,2008
Falcons draft QB 

Matt Ryan with the 
third pick in the 
2008 NFL Draft

Aug. 6, 2011
Deion Sanders is 
inducted into the 

Pro Football Hall of 
Fame, the first as 
an Atlanta Falcon

Jan. 13, 2013
Matt Bryant nails a 
game-winning 49-
yard field goal to 

send Atlanta to the 
NFC Championship

May 19, 2014
Falcons officially 

break ground 
on iconic new 

retractable-roof 
stadium set to  
open in 2017

Nov. 8, 1998
Origination 
of the Dirty 

Bird dance at 
New England 

as Atlanta 
dominates the 
Patriots 41-10

2005
The Georgia 

Aquarium opens, 
becoming the largest 

aquarium in the 
western hemisphere

2011
NHL team 

Atlanta 
Thrashers move 

to Winnipeg 
after 11 years

Sept. 1999
Philips Arena 

celebrates its Grand 
Opening with a 

concert by musician 
Sir Elton John

March 14-15, 2008
A tornado rips through 

downtown Atlanta, causing 
severe damage and 

forcing the postponement 
of the SEC Men’s 

Basketball Tournament

2014
MLS names 

Atlanta as 22nd 
franchise, set 

to debut in 2017 
with new stadium

Aug. 2014
The College 
Football Hall 
of Fame and 

Chick-fil-A Fan 
Experience 

opens

Jan. 30, 2000
Atlanta hosts 

Super Bowl 
XXXIV between 
St. Louis Rams 
and Tennessee 

Titans

Jan. 28, 1975
Falcons trade for No. 1 

overall pick to select Cal 
QB Steve Bartkowski

1977 season
The Gritz Blitz 
defense gives 

up 129 points all 
season, which still 

stands as an  
NFL record

Nov. 12, 1978
“Big Ben Right” 
Alfred Jackson 
catches a 57-

yard touchdown 
pass with 19 

seconds left to 
defeat the Saints

Dec. 24, 1978
Falcons make their 
playoff debut and 

use two unanswered 
Steve Bartkowski 

touchdown passes to 
rally past Philadelphia 

for a 14-13 victory

1978
Arthur Blank and  

Bernie Marcus found 
The Home Depot

Apr. 8, 1974
Hank Aaron hits 
his 715th home 

run, breaking Babe 
Ruth’s record

1976
Georgia-native 
Jimmy Carter 
is elected the 

39th President 
of the United 

States

1975
Fox Theater 
re-opens its 
doors after 

being closed 
the year before 

and would 
be named a 

national historic 
landmark the 
following year

1976
The Omni 

Coliseum and 
complex, now 
known as the 
CNN Center, 

opened

A look at how the city of Atlanta and the Atlanta 
Falcons have evolved over the last 50 years

Jan 17, 1999
“The Kick”

Morten Andersen 
hits a game 

winning FG in OT to 
win the NFC title

Dec. 6, 2001
Taylor Smith 
and Arthur 

Blank reach 
preliminary deal 
to purchase the 
team for $545 

million



Arrow Exterminators is proud to support the Atlanta Falcons  
in their battle to crush INTruDErs in the Dome. 
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By Josh Reich
not win in the national spotlight. The last time 
Atlanta hosted Philly was a shootout in 2011, 
also a home opener, which the Falcons won 
35-31. In 2012, the Falcons added another win 
over the Eagles in a 30-17 Week 8 road victory 
as Matt Ryan threw for 262 yards and three 
touchdowns.  
 There a plenty of storylines for both teams 
entering their respective 2015 campaigns. For 
the Falcons, it is the chance to set the tone 
as a new era begins. Dan Quinn has proven 
the ability to coach his guys up to play in big 
games and the football world will be watching 
the Super Bowl winning coordinator in his head 
coaching debut. New defensive coordinator 
Richard Smith won four AFC West titles in his 
four seasons leading the Denver linebackers 
and we will get a first look at the veteran 
coach’s system that is filled with speed and 
young talent. Smith is known as a linebacker 
guru and his crafty pass-rush will depend on 
the anticipated debut of rookie Vic Beasley Jr. 
There is a new face calling the plays on offense 
as well, as Kyle Shanahan will take over these 
duties. Not many offensive coordinators get the 
pleasure of inheriting a Pro Bowl quarterback 
like the one Shanahan gets in Matt Ryan. We 
know what kind of damage Julio Jones and 
Roddy White can do in the passing game, 
but the Shanahan zone-blocking scheme 
will feature a revolving door of speed in the 
backfield and will keep defenses guessing. 
 Like the Falcons, Philadelphia is bringing 
a share of new faces into 2015 as well. 
Quarterback Sam Bradford will take over Chip 
Kelly’s fast-paced offense. They also swapped 
running backs, sending LeSean McCoy to 
Buffalo and signing last year’s NFL rushing 

leader DeMarco Murray. 
 There is no doubt that this is a huge game 
for both of these teams. Atlanta is yet to face 
the Kelly offense. The Falcons made the pass-
rush an emphasis this offseason and bringing 
constant pressure will be a good test with an 
offense that goes no-huddle and spreads the 
ball around. As for the Eagles defense, their 
offseason focused on bolstering a secondary 
that gave up 30 touchdown passes last year. 
Ex-Seahawk Byron Maxwell was brought in at 
cornerback and this year’s second-round pick 
Eric Rowe can play safety or corner at 6-foot-
1, 205 pounds. Ryan and the Falcons offense 
will be a steep challenge for this brand new 
secondary. 

GETTING OFF TO A GOOD START
 Ryan is 4-3 in season openers and helped 
Atlanta come away with a huge 37-34 overtime 
win over the Saints in last year’s Week 1 tilt. Matt 
Bryant put the nail in the Saints coffin with a 52-
yard, game-winning field goal in overtime. That 
game set up Atlanta’s 30-14 win in New Orleans 

50th anniversary season kicks off on mnf against eagles
that completed the season sweep of the rival 
Saints. The Eagles also had a strong performance 
in Week 1 of last year, beating Jacksonville 34-17 
at home. That win propelled Philadelphia to a 
10-win season. The Eagles are 7-3 in their last 10 
openers, with five of those wins coming on the 
road. Atlanta has won six of its last 10 openers, 
with three coming in the Dome. 

PRIME TIME
 Not that Falcons fans need any help getting 
excited for the 2015 home opener, but there is 
always more buzz surrounding a game that’s 
played in “prime time”. Not only will Falcons fans 
get to watch the beginning of a new era in Atlanta 
football, but the entire nation will be tuning in 
to the contest on ESPN. Both Quinn and Kelly 
have stellar records in Monday and Thursday 
night games. Quinn’s Seahawks were a perfect 
6-0 while he was the defensive coordinator and 
Kelly’s Eagles are 4-1 in weekday showdowns. 
The atmosphere in the Dome will be electric and 
another historic moment in franchise history will 
feature the NFC’s ‘Battle of the Birds’.

The Atlanta Falcons 50th season kicks 
off at home in a Monday Night Football 

showdown with the visiting Philadelphia Eagles. 
The 7:10 p.m., Sept. 14 kickoff is the first of 17 
Monday Night Football matchups this season 
and opens a Week 1 Monday double-header 
with Minnesota and San Francisco occupying 
the nightcap at 10:20 ET.  

SERIES HISTORY
 The Falcons and Eagles have met in several 
historic moments throughout Atlanta’s history, 
dating back to the Falcons inaugural season 
back in 1966. The first time the Falcons took 
the NFL stage was in a preseason scrimmage 
against the Eagles. Since the inaugural dress 
rehearsal, the the two teams have played a 
total of 28 games against each other, with 
Philadelphia leading the all-time series 15-12-1. 
History has remained intertwined between the 
two teams over the last 50 years. In 1978, the 
Falcons reached the playoffs for the first time 
in franchise history and hosted the Eagles in 
a wildcard matchup. Atlanta overcame a 13-0 
deficit with five minutes left and recorded the 
franchise’s first playoff win with a gutsy 14-13 
victory. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR
 The last time the Falcons opened their 
season at home on Monday Night Football, 
was also against the Eagles. The showdown 
came back in 2005 when the Dirty Birds 
opened with a 14-10 victory. Atlanta would 
go 3-0 in Monday Night Football games that 
season and would win 27-7 over Detroit in the 
franchise’s first-ever Thanksgiving Day game, 
silencing many doubts that the Falcons could 
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Atlanta and Tennessee met in game No. 3 of the preseason last year. 
The Falcons saw a four-point lead slip away in the final quarter and lost 
24-17. Former Oconee County prep star Zach Mettenberger oversaw the 
comeback, throwing for 148 yards. Matt Ryan finished 18 of 23 for 224 
yards. Ra’Shede Hageman picked up his first sack in a Falcons jersey.

8.14 7:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

TITANS

The last time these two teams played in 2013, a rookie quarterback 
named Geno Smith had one of his finest games as a pro on the big stage 
of Monday Night Football. Smith tossed three touchdowns and Nick 
Folk booted a 43-yard field goal as time expired to win 30-28. In the 
loss, Tony Gonzalez caught 10-plus balls for the final time in his career.

8.21 7:30 PM EDT
MetLife Stadium

JETS

The Falcons beat Miami in Week 1 of last year’s preseason line-
up and now hold a 7-6 edge in their 13 exhibition games. It will be 
the fifth time in the past six seasons the two franchises will play each 
other. Miami edged the Falcons 27-23 in their last regular season 
game in 2013 even though Atlanta picked up five sacks on the day.

8.29 7:00 PM EDT
Sun Life Stadium

DOLPHINS

Baltimore dropped the Falcons in a 2013 preseason game 27-23. In a 
rare regular-season battle of the birds, the Ravens shut down Atlanta 
29-7 last season. Robert Alford picked off two Joe Flacco passes in 
the loss. The Falcons have met Baltimore just five times in the regular 
season and trail 3-2. Atlanta’s last win came in 2010 (26-21).

9.3 7:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

RAVENS

It will be a Monday Night Football season-opening rematch from 
2005 when the Eagles visited the Dome and Atlanta defeated Phila-
delphia 14-10 to kickoff the season. The Falcons trail the Eagles 12-
15-1 all-time in the regular season. Matt Ryan threw for three touch-
downs in their latest meeting in 2012, which the Falcons won 30-17.

9.14 7:10 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

EAGLES

It will be the first meeting in the regular season since 2011 in a 
series that has been hotly contested with Tennessee holding a 
7-6 lead all-time. Atlanta had lost five straight meetings dat-
ing back to 1993 before a 23-17 win in 2011. Roddy White totaled 
147 yards receiving in the victory.

10.25 1:00 PM EDT
Nissan Stadium

TITANS

Atlanta travels to MetLife Stadium for the second straight year and 
will look to break a deadlocked 11-11 all-time regular season series. 
Despite 11 catches and 105 yards receiving from Julio Jones and 316 
Matt Ryan passing yards, New York scored 20 unanswered points 
to win 30-20 last season. Antone Smith sparked Atlanta with a 74-
yard touchdown run down the sideline in the third quarter.

9.20 1:00 PM EDT
MetLife Stadium

GIANTS

Atlanta defeated Dallas in their most recent meeting, 19-13 in 2012 at 
the Georgia Dome. Roddy White broke the all-time franchise record 
for most receptions in a career surpassing Terance Mathis on a 26-
yard grab in the second half. Michael Turner rumbled his way for 102 
yards and a score. The Cowboys lead the all-time series 14-9. 

9.27 1:00 PM EDT
AT&T Stadium

COWBOYS

In only the fourth meeting between the two franchises, Atlanta will 
try to knot the all-time series at two games apiece. The home team 
has won in each game. In 2011, current Falcons backup T.J. Yates guid-
ed the Texans to a 17-10 win. All three games have been decided by 
10 points or less. J.J. Watt has never sacked Matt Ryan in his career.

10.4 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

TEXANS

The Redskins lead the all-time series 14-8-1, but Atlanta has won four con-
secutive meetings dating back to 2006. The 2013 version of the series 
featured a wild ending with Washington failing on a two-point conversion 
with 18 seconds remaining and losing 27-26. William Moore and Desmond 
Trufant intercepted passes as a part of Washington’s seven turnovers.

10.111:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

REDSKINS

The Falcons travel to the Merecedes Benz Superdome on a Thurs-
day to face their bitter rival for the first time in 2015. Atlanta swept 
the series in 2014 and now holds a 48-43 advantage all-time. The 
Falcons derailed New Orleans’ shot at a playoff berth with a 30-14 
Week 16 win. It was the first season sweep since 2005. 

10.15 8:25 PM EDT
Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome

SAINTS

Head Coach Lovie Smith and General Manager Jason Licht have 
undergone an overhaul of 2014’s worst team. New faces will be 
peppered across the roster. Last year, Atlanta thumped the Bucs 
56-14 in a Thursday night beating. Devin Hester broke Deion 
Sanders’ all-time return touchdown record (20) with a 62-yard 
punt return. Atlanta leads the all-time head-to-head series 22-21.

11.1 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

BUCCANEERS

Historically, Atlanta has struggled against its once NFC-West ri-
vals and trails the all-time series 29-45-1. In 2013, the Falcons 
headlined the final game at historic Candlestick Park on ESPN’s 
Monday Night Football. A NaVorro Bowman 89-yard interception 
return with 1:10 remaining put the game on ice for the Niners as 
they won 34-24. Matt Ryan threw for 348 yards in the loss.

11.8 4:05 PM EDT
Levi’s Stadium

49ERS

Following a Week 10 bye, the Falcons will get their first crack at An-
drew Luck. Atlanta has not played the Colts since 2011 when the 
Falcons won 31-7 behind 131 receiving yards and two touchdown 
catches by Julio Jones. Indianapolis has owned the series 13-2, but 
the two teams have only met four times since the new millennium.

11.22 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

COLTS

Minnesota lit up Atlanta in a 41-28 shootout last season at TCF 
Bank Stadium in Teddy Bridgewater’s first career start. The rookie 
threw for 317 yards while Matt Asiata scored three times on the 
ground to run away with the win. The Vikes visit the Georgia Dome 
for the first time since 2011 and maintain a 16-10 series lead.

11.29 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

VIKINGS

Matt Bryant nailed a 44-yard field goal with 2:08 remaining in 
Week 11 of 2014 to sneak out of Bank of America Stadium with a 
19-17 win. Desmond Trufant and Kemal Ishmael came away with 
big interceptions of Cam Newton. Matt Ryan completed 31 passes 
for 268 yards, including a 2-yard touchdown to Roddy White.

12.13 1:00 PM EDT
Bank of America 
Stadium

PANTHERS

After five straight years of preseason meetings, Atlanta will fi-
nally see the Jags in the regular season. It will be just the sixth 
meeting between the two. The Falcons last visited Jacksonville 
in 2007 and lost 13-7 after 10 unanswered fourth quarter points. 
Joey Harrington led the Falcons that day with 200 yards passing. 
Jonathan Babineaux totaled two sacks.

12.20 1:00 PM EDT
EverBank Field

JAGUARS

Atlanta seeks late season revenge after Carolina clinched the 
NFC South title at the Georgia Dome with a 34-3 Week 17 victory. 
The Falcons lead the all-time series 24-16 but are 1-4 in their past 
five matchups. Atlanta’s last win at home came in 2012, (30-28) 
thanks to a Matt Bryant 40-yarder with five seconds remaining.

12.27 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

PANTHERS

Following a 37-34 overtime victory to open up the season in 2014, 
the Falcons visited the Superdome in search of a season-sweep 
against the Saints. Matt Ryan broke the franchise record for pass-
ing yards in a game (448) and all-time touchdown passes (146), 
while taking a 30-14 victory. Since 2010, eight of the 10 games 
have been decided by 10 points or less.

1.3 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

SAINTS

In this evenly matched series over the years, the home team has 
held the advantage. The Falcons are 10-13 all-time on the road 
but have split its last 10 trips to Tampa. In 2014, the Dirty Birds 
picked up Week 10 win at Raymond James Stadium. Steven Jack-
son finished with 81 yards rushing and one score.

12.6 1:00 PM EDT
Raymond James 
Stadium

BUCCANEERS

2015 SCHEDULE

Hear Live Training Camp Coverage Every Day!

Monday - Friday: 6am-7pm

Official Flagship of the

Catch every Falcons moment 
on the largest, most
reliable 4G LTE network.

15VRZ-NFL-SC-AF-A-TrainingCampGuide
Size:  4.982” x 4.988” 
Color: CMYK 4/0

LTE is a trademark of ETSL © 2015 Verizon.
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By Kyle Sandy

ON AN ISLAND
 Cornerback Jalen Collins was selected in 
the second round with the 42nd overall pick. 
Collins, a big 6-foot-1, 203-pound defender, 
brings comparable size and physicality to what 
Quinn had with Richard Sherman in Seattle. 
Long, fast and physical players in the secondary 
have become the new ideal mold and with the 
pick of Collins, the Falcons coaching staff has 
some tangibles that can’t be taught.
 The LSU product has played against 
some of the top collegiate programs in the 
country over his time in Baton Rouge and 
now looks to bring that same style of play 
to Atlanta. “I’m a big corner that likes to 
hit people,” Collins explained. “I like to jam 
receivers up. Physical, that’s been my nature 
since I was knee high. Coming from the SEC 
and LSU, physical is all I know.”

HOOSIER HOPEFUL
 The Falcons nabbed workhorse running 
back Tevin Coleman in the third round with 
the 73rd overall pick. At 6-foot-1 and 210 
pounds, Coleman is a powerful runner who 
looks to fight for extra yards and break small 
plays into big ones. In his final season at 
Indiana, Coleman set a school record with 
2,036 yards rushing and became just the 
third player in Big Ten history to crack the 
2,000-yard mark. 
 With the backfield competition wide 
open, Coleman’s 4.4 speed combined with 
a downhill running style gives the rookie a 
chance to gain some carries early on in his 
career. The Hoosier is confident that he can 

carve out a role in Atlanta with his all-around 
play. “I’d say I’m an all down back,” Coleman 
said. “My style is everything. That’s running 
inside zone, outside zone, pass protection, 
(and) catching the ball. I can basically do it all.”

YOU’RE IN GOOD HANDS
 The 107th overall pick, which came 
in the fourth round, netted the Falcons the 
FBS all-time career reception leader, Justin 
Hardy. A former preferred walk-on, Hardy 
earned a scholarship after his freshman 
season at East Carolina and would go on 
to record 387 receptions during his four-
year career. His great success at the college 
level hasn’t been based on an uncatchable 
set of wheels, but on the nuances and the 
subtleties of getting open. “I like to hang 
my hat on my route running in order to get 
that separation,” Hardy said. “You don’t 
necessarily have to be the fastest to fit your 
craft and get that separation that’s needed.”

ALL IN THE FAMILY
 Fifth-rounder Grady Jarrett knows the 
Atlanta franchise well and has the bloodline 
to thrive in the NFL. The 137th overall pick 
is the son of Atlanta Falcons Ring of Honor 
inductee Jessie Tuggle and college teammate 
of Beasley. After a standout high school 
career at Rockdale County, Grady returns to 
his native Georgia. While at Clemson, Jarrett 
and Beasley teamed up to form the third-best 
scoring defense in the nation last year. Jarrett 
is already being hailed by many as the steal of 
the draft. His height (6-feet) isn’t ideal for a 

Talented Draft Class Ready to Make Immediate Impact

defensive tackle, but his low center of gravity 
and strength allowed him to total 29.5 tackles 
for loss over his career in Death Valley and 
draws comparisons to Cincinnati’s three-time 
All-Pro tackle Geno Atkins. 
 Jarrett is eager to make a name for 
himself and thinks that playing for Quinn 
is the perfect opportunity. “I feel like my 
versatility is an asset to me,” Jarrett said. “I 
can play the one or the three (technique). 
I feel like the three is going to be my best 
asset. I love the style that coach Quinn 
wants to play and I just couldn’t land in a 
better situation.”

BRIGHT FUTURE
 In round seven, Atlanta completed its 
draft by adding Eastern Washington offensive 
lineman Jake Rodgers and San Jose State 
cornerback Akeem King, both of whom add 
valuable depth to their respective positions. 
Overall, experts have given the Falcons the 
highest of grades from this year’s draft. Bucky 
Brooks of NFL.com labeled the Falcons draft 
as an “A” and touts Beasley as one of the most 
NFL-ready players who could step in and 
make an impact immediately.
 Excitement is in abundance with the 
new talent and the new coaching staff in 
place, headed by Quinn. The fast-paced 
environment not only has the players eager 
to get better each day, but has the coaches 
excited as well. This year’s draft class 
already helped set the pace at rookie camp 
and is expected to contribute and make an 
impact in 2015 and well beyond.

April 30 was a big day for the Atlanta 
Falcons franchise with a new coaching 

staff intact and the eighth overall pick in 
hand. The new regime, headed by defensive 
mastermind Dan Quinn felt the top need was 
obvious a relentless pass rusher. Atlanta got 
that and then some with the selection of Vic 
Beasley Jr. out of Clemson University and 
nearby Adairsville High School. The Falcons 
have had some success picking out of the 
eighth spot, including selecting DeAngelo 
Hall out of Virginia Tech in 2004. 
 Beasley will be asked to use his 
versatility not only to harass opposing 
quarterbacks, but to stop the run game as 
well. Bringing in Beasley has drawn rave 
reviews around the League as he plans to fit 
in nicely into Quinn’s new defense. 
 Quinn has no worries about Beasley’s 
skillset being able to translate to the next 
level as an every down defender. “I think 
it’s his first step quickness and usually for 
a rusher, really get off the spot,” Quinn said 
when talking about the consensus two-time 
All-American who recorded 33 sacks over 
his career. “That’s one of the things when 
you talk about a rusher. How quick can a guy 
get off the spot? When we evaluated all the 
guys his initial quickness is the thing that 
really jumped out.”
 Though he primarily lived life on the 
edge, lining up at defensive end, plans 
are to have Beasley play more at outside 
linebacker in a hybrid-type role that Quinn 
has used in previous seasons with the 
Seattle Seahawks.
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HS STATE RD. 1 RD. 2 RD. 3 RD. 4 RD. 5 RD. 6 RD. 7 TOTAL
Florida 7 1 8 6 2 8 7 39
Georgia 4 1 4 5 5 5 6 30
Texas 2 3 4 2 5 7 4 27
California 3 3 2 5 3 5 5 26
Alabama 1 3 1 4 2 3  14
Ohio  3 1 3 1 1 1 10
North Carolina 3   2 2 1 1 9
Pennsylvania   2 2 2 1 1 8
Maryland 1 3  1 2  1 8
New Jersey 1   1 2 2 1 7
Illinois 1  1  1 2 1 6
Louisiana  1   1 1 3 6
Michigan  2 1 1 1 1  6
Mississippi  3  1  2  6
Kansas 1 1 1 1 1   5
Arizona 1    2  1 4
Iowa 1  1  1 1  4
Missouri  2   1  1 4
South Carolina   1 1   2 4
Tennessee    1 2  1 4
Washington 1  2    1 4
Hawaii 1 1      2
Kentucky 1  1     2
Oregon   1  1   2
Virginia   2     2
Wisconsin 2       2
Arkansas     1   1
Colorado     1   1
Connecticut  1       1
D.C.  1      1
Delaware    1    1
Indiana  1      1
Minnesota  1      1
Nebraska     1   1
Nevada   1     1
New York  1      1
Oklahoma   1     1
Utah  1      1
*International       1 2 3
Totals 32 32 35 37 40 41 39 256

WHERE THE 2015 NFL DRAFT  
PLAYED HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

THE 30 GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL  
PLAYERS IN 2015 NFL DRAFT

 ROUND POSITION/ PLAYER NFL TEAM HIGH SCHOOL
1. Round 1 OLB Vic Beasley Jr. Falcons Adairsville
2.  Round 1 C Cameron Irving Browns Colquitt County
3.  Round 1 DE Bud Dupree Steelers Wilkinson County
4.  Round 1 WR Breshad Perrimen Ravens Arabia Mountain
5.  Round 2 LB Preston Smith Redskins Stephenson
6.  Round 3 WR Chris Conley Chiefs North Paulding
7.  Round 3 OLB Lorenzo Mauldin Jets Maynard Jackson
8.  Round 3 DE Henry Anderson Colts Woodward Academy
9.  Round 3 CB Steven Nelson Chiefs Northside-Warner Robins
10.  Round 4 OG Tre Jackson Patriots Wayne County
11.  Round 4 DL Gabe Wright Lions Carver-Columbus
12.  Round 4 RB Mike Davis 49ers  Stephenson
13.  Round 4 WR DeAndre Smelter 49ers Tattnall Square
14.  Round 4 C Max Garcia Broncos Norcross
15.  Round 5 DT Grady Jarrett Falcons Rockdale County
16.  Round 5 TE C.J. Uzomah Bengals North Gwinnett
17.  Round 5 OLB Neiron Ball Raiders Jackson
18. Round 5 CB Damian Swann Saints Grady
19.  Round 5 WR Kieth Mumphrey Texans Dooly County
20.  Round 6 WR Geremy Davis Giants Norcross
21.  Round 6 WR Darren Waller Ravens North Cobb
22. Round 6 ILB Amarlo Herrera Colts North Clayton
23.  Round 6 OLB Reshard Cliett Texans Thomas County Central
24.  Round 6 TE Kennard Backman Packers Whitefield Academy
25.  Round 7 OT Austin Shepherd Vikings North Gwinnett
26.  Round 7 WR Mario Alford Bengals Greenville
27.  Round 7 OG Trent Brown 49ers Westover
28.  Round 7 WR Tre McBridge Titans Ola
29.  Round 7 DE Xzavier Dickson Patriots Griffin
30.  Round 7 TE Rory Anderson 49ers McEachern
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By Kyle Sandy

seating bowl and erection of the roof trusses. 
The process has been running smoothly, and 
the stadium is less than two years from being 
completed.

STATE OF THE ART
 Jenkins is most excited about the sta-
dium’s appearance and the function of the de-
sign. “Architecturally, the building is stunning. 
It’s breaking new ground architecturally and 
also is breaking new ground from a fan experi-
ence standpoint.” The im-
pressive roof, which opens 
like an eight-blade camera 
lens, will be one of the first 
things guests notice, but 
Jenkins says there is even 
more to get excited about. 
“The way the building is 
designed with the halo 
video board wrapping the 
opening is something no 
one has ever done before. 
It will be the largest video 
board in sports.”
 It was important to 
AMBSE to select someone 
with experience manag-
ing stadiums with similar 
retracting roofs as the gen-
eral manager for the new 
stadium. Jenkins worked 
at Miller Park with the Mil-
waukee Brewers and most 
recently Safeco Field with the Seattle Mariners; 
both facilities featured retractable roofs. “When 
I saw the design for this particular roof I stopped 
in my tracks, ‘wow, that’s really cool; how did 
they do that?’”
  The time for the new Atlanta stadium’s roof 
to close will be half the time it takes for most op-
erational roofs to close, spanning just six minutes.

AN UNBEATABLE EXPERIENCE 
 Jenkins’ goal as general manager is to pro-
vide a memorable experience for every fan that 
steps foot in the stadium. “In my 20-plus years 
of experience I’ve picked up a lot of knowledge 
on how to run a building physically and how 
to run it from a guest experience standpoint,” 
explained Jenkins. “But the other thing I’m re-
ally excited about is working with Rich McKay, 
Arthur Blank and our talented stadium team. 
Arthur’s vision and commitment to the project 

is second to none.” 
 With all of Jen-
kins’ experience in Major 
League Baseball, it won’t 
be his first rodeo when 
it comes to managing a 
football stadium. Before 
his time with the Mari-
ners, Jenkins served as 
vice president of stadium 
operations and facility 
management for the Phil-
adelphia Eagles. 
 McKay, the cur-
rent president and CEO 
of the Falcons, also has 
experience when it comes 
to opening a new stadium. 
Before joining Atlanta in 
2003, McKay was the 
president and general 
manager of the Tampa 

Bay Buccaneers and oversaw the construction 
of Raymond James Stadium. A lot has changed 
since 1998 when the Ray Jay opened and McK-
ay is cognizant of that. “Some people say it’s 
100 percent different, some people say it’s 500 
percent percent different and some people say 
it’s 1000 percent  different. This is a million-
percent different project.” 

Strides Being Made in 
Construction of Exquisite 
New Atlanta Stadium

 Some of the major differences, besides 
having a roof, are the size of the building, hav-
ing total say in the design, and the unmatch-
able amenities that will be provided. McKay 
explained how each fan, no matter where 
he or she is sitting, will get a top-notch ex-
perience. “We’ve tried to make this building 
where the amenities apply to all and one of 
the places that starts with is the scoreboard.” 
The 54,000 sq. foot LED halo board is one of 
the many features that will catch a visitor’s 
eye in a heartbeat. “To give you perspective, 
if you took both the scoreboards that are at 
the ends in the Georgia Dome, those add up 
to 4,800 sq. feet of LED, so the difference is 
more than noticeable.”
 It is important to offer fans as many op-
tions as possible when it comes to merchan-
dise, food and drinks and even restrooms. 
Compared to the Georgia Dome, the new sta-
dium will have wider concourses, which will 
allow for easier flow throughout the building, 
and will feature 65 percent more points of sale, 
which will alleviate long wait times for food and 
beverage.

INTERNATIONALLY RENOWN 
 The new Atlanta stadium will not only be a 
state-of-the-art facility but it will also become a 
recognizable structure worldwide with its one-
of-a-kind design. “That was Arthur’s charge,” 
McKay said. “Let’s build an iconic building that 
gives Atlanta, Georgia and the whole region a 
signature.”
 With two years to go before opening, the 
new Atlanta stadium has already started to be-
come a focal point for the city moving forward. 
When 2017 rolls around, expect Atlanta to be a 
top destination for those all over the world.

AMB Sports & Entertainment (AMBSE), 
which includes the Atlanta Falcons, the new 

Atlanta stadium and Atlanta United FC, will be 
introducing the world to a new state-of-the-art 
stadium in 2017. The current Georgia Dome has 
housed the Falcons since 1992, but bigger and 
better things are on the horizon. 
 On February 18, 2014, AMBSE announced 
that Scott Jenkins would become the general 
manager of the new Atlanta stadium. He has 
been instrumental in providing insight and 
helping with the construction of the new facil-
ity. Jenkins has years of experience and moved 
across the country from Seattle to man the 
new position. Jenkins spent the past seven-
and-a-half years as vice president of ballpark 
operations at Safeco Field for the Seattle Mari-
ners and will bring stability to the new stadium.
 Jenkins jumped at the opportunity to come 
to Atlanta and be a part of something special. 
“My interest in this project was sparked the 
first time I saw renderings of the stadium,” Jen-
kins said. “Mr. Blank’s vision to create a cutting 
edge design will set a new standard for the sta-
dium experience. I couldn’t be more thrilled to 
join the effort to bring this vision to life.” 
 The construction and progress of the sta-
dium has been going great, according to Jen-
kins. The upper concourse has already begun 
to take shape with beams being constructed 
regularly. “You’re going to see the concrete 
structure assembled by the end of the summer. 
That will get the base of the building done, then 
it will be the roof structure,” Jenkins explained. 
“This summer you’re going to see a giant crane 
installed that will be inside the seating bowl 
area. That crane is going to start to erect the 
roof structure.” 
 Two milestones will be accomplished by 
the end of this summer and the new Atlanta 
stadium will truly begin to look like a new home 
with the installation of the precast concrete 

 “Mr. Blank’s vision to 
create a cutting edge 
design will set a new 

standard for the stadium 
experience. I couldn’t  
be more thrilled to  

join the effort to bring 
this vision to life.”
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