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A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On June 30, Rankin Smith, an executive vice president at the Life Insurance Company of Georgia at the time, paid 
a then-unprecedented $8.5 million to bring an NFL team to Atlanta. With motives to bring more growth to the city, 
Smith introduced the prestige of the National Football League to the Southeast’s key metropolis.1965

Game day is a time to BE ULTIMATE. A time to grab your grill by the handle, look it in the grate, and show it who’s boss. 

(You. You’re the boss.) We have everything you need to take your tailgate to the next level, from supplies like charcoal 

and paper plates to platters, subs, and mouthwatering steaks. You ready to do this?

publix.com/falcons
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HOW TO GET TO TRAINING CAMP:
From the south: Take I-85 north. Exit to the left on I-985 toward Gainesville. Take exit 12 (Spout Springs Road). Turn left 
off the exit ramp onto Spout Springs Road. Go under I-985, travel 1/4 mile and turn right on Thurmond Tanner Road. 
Proceed on Thurmond Tanner Road for about one mile to the stoplight, then turn right on Atlanta Highway (Ga. 13). Go 
about a mile on Atlanta Highway (which becomes Falcon Parkway) past the Wrigley plant on the left and back over I-985. 
The Falcons complex will be on the left (4400 Falcon Parkway).
From the north: Take I-985 south to exit 12 (Spout Springs Road). Turn right off the exit ramp onto Spout Springs Road. 
From here, use the same directions as above.
WHERE TO PARK: 
Training camp general parking is available at the Hog Mountain Sports Complex across the street from the Falcons 
complex. Fans with disability parking permits may park at the Falcons training complex. Permits must be properly 
displayed for law enforcement officials to grant entry. A designated seating area will also be provided for fans with 
disabilities.

WHERE TO GO

Player autographs will be avail-
able on a first-come, first-served 
basis for 15 minutes following 
practice. Autographs can be ob-
tained on the viewing hill. Please 
call the hotline number below if 
you have any questions.

770.965.2752

LOOKING FOR 
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GUEST CHECK-INSPONSOR 
CHECK-IN

FAN 
ENTRY

SHUTTLE DROP-OFF 
        AND PICK-UP AVAILABLE 
               AT HOG MOUNTAIN SPORTS COMPLEX FALCONS PARKWAY

SPONSOR ACTIVATION

CONCESSIONS

TO THE BRANCH
WELCOME BACK

PRACTICE SCHEDULE
FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM
7.31 8.1 8.2

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM 11:30AM - 1:15PM
8.11 8.12 8.13

MONDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM
8.3 8.5 8.6

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM 10:00AM - 12:00PM
8.17 8.18 8.19

Schedule magnets at Titans 
preseason game courtesy of:

PRESEASON SCHEDULE
VS. TITANS

AT DOLPHINS

AT JETS

VS. RAVENS

7:00PM EDT

7:00PM EDT

7:30PM EDT

7:00PM EDT

8.14

8.29

8.21

9.3

MONDAYSUNDAYFRIDAY

10:00AM - 12:00PM10:30AM - 12:30PMKIA Motors Friday Night 
Lights, Buford, GA

8.108.98.7

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Sept. 29, Julia Elliott, a school teacher from Griffin, Ga. won the team’s naming contest, branding the new franchise 
‘Falcons’. Several entries suggested the name, but Elliott was declared the winner because of her reasons: “The falcon 
is proud and dignified, with great courage and fight. It never drops prey. It is deadly and has a great sporting tradition.”1965
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What’s more impressive to me than 
his arm is his attitude. The way he 
shakes off a bad play and spreads 
praise on the good ones. Is that arm 
good enough to pay his way through 
college? Maybe, maybe not.

But thanks to SunTrust, I’m learning 
new ways to save for his future and 
mine. So we’ll be good either way.

Stop in, call 800.SUNTRUST 
or visit suntrust.com.

SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC.  ©2015 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and How can we help you shine? are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.  All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Nov. 27, the Falcons used the first pick of the draft and the franchise’s first-ever selection to pick up Tommy No-
bis. The Texas linebacker would win NFL Rookie of the Year after amassing an inconceivable and franchise-record 
294 combined tackles. He would join the inaugural class of players enshrined in the Falcons Ring of Honor in 2004.1965
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The Falcons Training Camp Guide was produced and published by Score Publishing, a division of Score Atlanta. The publisher is I.J. Rosenberg, Managing Editor is Craig Sager II, Assistant Editor is Kyle Sandy, Associate Editor is Lauren Goldstein and 
Creative Art Director is DJ Galbiati Blalock. The photos in the Guide were taken by Falcons team photographer Jimmy Cribb unless otherwise noted. Score is a full-service marketing company and can be reached at 404-256-1572 and SCOREATL.COM.

KIA Motors Friday Night Lights will be 
held for the eighth time on Aug. 7 as 
the Falcons are once again brought to 
the fans. This year’s live scrimmage 
will take place at Buford High School 
in Buford and gates will open at 6 p.m. 
A grassroots event, KIA Motors Friday 
Night Lights includes a fan fest with 
interactive inflatable games, sponsor 
activation, a post-event autograph 
session and a spectacular fireworks 
show. Falcons radio voice Wes Durham 
and former quarterback Dave Archer 
will provide fans with an “under the 
helmet” experience. 

XFINITY® is Your Home for the Most Live 
Sports and we’re proud to bring you the 
Atlanta Falcons Training Camp, presented 
by XFINITY, each year at the Falcons 
training facility in Flowery Branch.

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I WANT TO MAKE SURE 
THE TEAM IS PRACTICING OUTDOORS ON THE 
DAY I PLAN TO ATTEND PRACTICE?
Check the Atlanta Falcons website for continual 
updates or call the 2015 Xfinity Atlanta Falcons 
Training Camp Hotline (770-965-2752). Practice 
times are subject to change without notice.

DO YOU HAVE AN UPDATED ROSTER SO I 
KNOW WHO ALL THE PLAYERS ARE WHEN 
WATCHING TRAINING CAMP?
Rosters are available at the Falcons Information 
Tent located at the entrance to the field.

WHERE CAN I FIND A LIST OF DAILY ACTIVITIES 
RELATED TO CAMP?
Check the lists of daily activities related to 
2015 Xfinity Atlanta Falcons Training Camp at 
AtlantaFalcons.com or by calling the Training 
Camp Hotline (770-965-2752).

ARE THERE ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN?
During the first weekend of 2015 XFINITY Atlanta 
Falcons Training Camp, we will have a Youth 
Weekend which will feature numerous games and 
inflatables. The Kids Zone area for Youth Weekend 
will open one hour prior to the practice session.

WHERE WILL FANS PARK DURING TRAINING CAMP?
2015 XFINITY Atlanta Falcons Training Camp 
Parking is available at the Hog Mountain Sports 
Complex across the street from the Falcons 
Training Complex. After Hall County Schools begin, 
please be mindful of bus/parent traffic near parking 
areas. There is NO general parking available at the 
Falcons training complex.

IS PARKING AVAILABLE FOR FANS WITH 
DISABILITIES?
Fans with disability parking permits will be 
allowed to park inside the Atlanta Falcons Training 
Complex. Disability parking permits must be 
properly displayed for law enforcement officials to 
grant entry. A designated seating area will also be 
provided for fans with disabilities.

WHERE DO SPECIAL GUESTS AND VIP 
SPONSORS CHECK IN?
Staff/Player families, special guests and VIP 
check-in is located near the main building 
entrance of the Atlanta Falcons Training Complex. 
Sponsor guests will check in at the tent located 
near the main gate entry.

WHAT SHOULD I BRING TO TRAINING CAMP?
For your comfort, please feel free to bring the 
following items to training camp: hats, jackets, rain 
gear, sunglasses, sunscreen, binoculars, blankets, 
umbrellas, lawn chairs, strollers, small, personal 
coolers, non-alcoholic beverages and light snacks.

WHAT SHOULD I LEAVE AT HOME?
The following items will not be permitted at 
training camp: weapons of any kind, alcoholic 
beverages, pets (only service animals are allowed), 
Camcorders, professional cameras/tripods, large 
backpacks, large bags, large coolers or anything 
deemed inappropriate by security.

Shirts and shoes are required. Please refrain from 
wearing any type of distracting or inappropriate 
apparel. Smoking is strictly prohibited.

MAY I BRING MY CAMERA TO TRAINING CAMP?
Still cameras with lenses under 12” and without 
flash attachments are permitted for use during all 
training camps workouts at Flowery Branch. No 
flash photography of any type will be permitted at 
any time. No audio or video recording devices are 
allowed, including camcorders or cellular phones 
with video capabilities. Videotaping during practice 
is strictly prohibited.

ARE BACKPACKS AND BAGS ALLOWED AT 
PRACTICE?
For the safety and enjoyment of all fans attending 
Falcons practices, backpacks and large bags over 
8.5” wide by 13” long by 5’’ deep are NOT permitted 
at training camp. All backpacks, bags and purses will 
be inspected upon entry into the Falcons training 
complex. Individuals who refuse to have a backpack, 
bag or purse inspected will be denied entry.

WILL THE FALCONS PROVIDE TOURS OF 
THEIR FLOWERY BRANCH FACILITY DURING 
TRAINING CAMP?
Because of the large number of fans expected to 
attend the 2015 XFINITY Atlanta Falcons Training 
Camp, we are unable to provide tours of the team’s 
headquarters.

WHERE CAN I PURCHASE MERCHANDISE?
The Official Falcons Gear tent is located near the 
main fan field entrance to camp.

WHERE CAN I BUY CONCESSIONS?
Food and beverage items will be available for 
purchase at each practice session. The main 
concessions are located at the entry to the field.

IS THERE AN ATM ON SITE?
There are no ATMs available to the general public 
at the Atlanta Falcons Training Complex. Please 
plan accordingly.
WHERE CAN I BEAT THE HEAT?
In an effort to ensure comfort for all fans who 
attend a Falcons practice during 2015 XFINITY 
Atlanta Falcons Training Camp, covered seating is 
located on the hill in general fan seating.
WILL FIRST-AID SERVICES  BE AVAILABLE?
Authorized medical personnel from the Falcons and 
Hall County will be available one hour prior to each 
practice through 30 minutes following each session.
WHERE IS THE LOST AND FOUND AREA?
The lost and found is at the Falcons Information tent.
WHERE DO I GO IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?
Questions regarding all aspects of Training Camp 
may be directed to associates at the Falcons 
Information Tent located near the fan field main 
entrance. In addition, any other Falcons staff 
member can assist you.
WHAT IS THE SMOKING POLICY?
For the comfort and health of all fans, the 
Atlanta Falcons Training Complex is a smoke-
free environment. There is NO smoking allowed 
anywhere on the grounds or inside the buildings at 
Flowery Branch.
WHAT SAFETY MEASURES ARE IN PLACE?
For your safety, the Atlanta Falcons, along with the 
Flowery Branch Police Department and other local 
law enforcement officials will be present. We will also 
conduct bag inspections at the gate prior to entry.

770.965.2752

FALCONS
HOTLINE

FAQ’S
TRAINING CAMP

THE 411 ON 
THE BRANCH

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Nov. 11, the tenth game of Atlanta’s inaugural season, the Falcons visited Yankee Stadium and defeated the Giants 27-16 
for the franchise’s first victory. Atlanta led 13-3 at the half and opened the third quarter with Randy Johnson’s third touchdown 
pass to take a 20-3 lead. Johnson later iced the victory with a rushing touchdown, his fourth trip to the end zone that day.1966
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We put together another
game-winning drive.
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Starting at $22,515 MSRP1

Built in Georgia, U.S.A.2

†2015 Optima Limited with optional features shown. Some features may vary. 1Optima LX A/T - $22,515 MSRP. Optima Limited shown - $36,325 MSRP. MSRP excludes taxes, title, license, fees, options, and retailer charges. Actual prices set by retailer and may 
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The 2015 Kia Optima

PROUD
PARTNER

Optima Limited.† 

T:10.125”
T:9.321”

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Dec. 7, Harmon Wages torched the New Orleans Saints with what stands as one of just seven NFL hat tricks in 
the history of the League. Wages ran for a 66-yard touchdown, caught an 88-yard touchdown pass and threw a 16-
yard touchdown pass for his third score of the day. The Falcons cruised to a 45-17 victory.1969
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Q: Dan Quinn is a first year head 
coach, but you’ve put a lot of faith 
in him by giving him say on the 
final roster decisions. What has 
given you the confidence to allow 
him this type of control?

A: He has a strong history, based on everything 
we learned about his past. He’s a good talent 
evaluator. He’s somebody who’s not only 
good about it but actually cares about it, and 
he really wanted the responsibility. Having 
lived under a number of different models in 
the last 13 years, I have concluded that this is 
probably the best model, but not necessarily 
the main reason for the coach we hired. 
There were some coaches we interviewed 
that I thought would be good coaches, but 
not necessarily proper people to take on the 
responsibility of a 53-man roster. With Dan, I 
felt really confident that he’s got a clear vision 
of exactly what he wants in terms of the 
specs on the players (position, height, weight, 
abilities, speed, etc.). So, that was a pretty 
easy decision in that regard. And the fact 
is that Thomas [Dimitroff] was supportive 
of it, as was Scott Pioli, because they work 
together in a very collaborative way in a very 
strong partnership. The only danger in doing 
something like that, or going the other way for 
that matter, is that if you have a GM and head 
coach who are not connected in regards to the 
structure on paper, you’ve got a real problem. 
We don’t have that, and we’re fortunate that 
they’ve developed a nice relationship.

Q: How has Coach Quinn’s arrival 
changed the atmosphere of the 
franchise?

A: Dan is a very high-energy guy. He’s very 
positive. The expression is that the glass is half 
full. With him, the glass is like 80 percent full. 
He’s a very positive guy, and he promotes that 
and it affects the atmosphere in the building. 
The coaches and players certainly feel that 
energy. His practices are fast. They are brisk. 
The fact that there’s music playing non-stop is 
really indicative of the atmosphere he’s trying 
to create, which is one of great intensity, yet 
we want to make sure that people are having 
fun at the same time and really enjoying their 

work. So, he’s really got a very good balance, 
and it permeates throughout the building.

Q: With the new Atlanta stadium 
and the new soccer team on its 
way in 2017, how do you temper 
excitement and stay focused in the 
present moment?

A: Having been a long distance runner most 
of my life, you learn to pace yourself and 
stay focused. You learn to keep one foot in 
front of the other and you learn that there 
is a finish line. You just need to have a sense 
of pace about these things. You can’t let the 
highs get too high and you can’t let the lows 
get too low, and you keep a sense of humility 
about your work and your accomplishments. 
Understand that you’ve got goals to achieve 
and that, while you celebrate the moment 
and the success you’ve had along the way, 
you continue to focus on the long-term plans.

Q: Since purchasing the Falcons in 
2002, how have you seen the 
franchise and the city as a whole 
evolve over time? 

A: I think the Falcons are a rather important 
franchise in the NFL. I think when most of 
the experts look at the NFL today, they look 
at the franchise, putting aside all else but the 
football team. I know the last few years were 
a disappointment to our fans, certainly to me,  
and to players and coaches, including Mike 
Smith. We know the level of expectations 
is very different than it was in 2002. People 
expect us to be a competitive team today, 
and we expect that. Our franchise had never 
had back-to-back winning seasons and we 
were able to win five seasons in a row. So 
I think that the team has been looked at 
in a more serious way. And obviously the 
franchise itself, the business, marketing and 
development perspectives are looked at very 
differently today.

Q: How special is it to be a part of 
the Falcons during their 50th 
anniversary season?

A: It’s very significant. When I bought the 
team, it was in its 36th year. To be celebrating a 
50th year milestone, whether it be a birthday, 

Q&A WITH
ARTHUR BLANK

anniversary, or in this case the anniversary of 
a franchise, I think it’s important. There’s a 
real history here, and we hope to honor that 
on and off the field in a variety of ways.

Q: Moving forward, how do you intend 
to blend youth with experience on 
both the coaching staff and the 
roster and how important is that?

A: In the NFL, about 30-40 percent of your 
players are going to return every year. So it’s a 
constant mixture of youth and experience. It’s 
not just youth in the draft, but it’s experience 
through free agency. The coaching staff has 
to make decisions on the mixture. I think in 
most position rooms, they try to develop a 
blend between experience and youth so that 
we have that balance. I think it’s important for 
a lot of young players to learn what it means 
to be a professional football player. What it 
means to practice like a pro, live like a pro, 
and play like a pro. Use our receiver group as 
an example. Someone like Roddy White, he 
really provides that in the room. That way, we 

can bring in some knowledgeable free agents 
that may have some different habits from 
other organizations and also some youth out 
of college that aren’t used to working at this 
level yet.

Q: Do you have one accomplishment 
since purchasing the franchise that 
really stands out to you?

A: Yeah, I would say the growth of the team…. 
I say this with all due respect, the day that I 
bought the team in 2002, I don’t think the 
team was as highly regarded as it could be. It 
was part of the NFL, part of a partnership, but 
beyond that I don’t think we were considered 
a serious competitor on the field or a club 
that was involved in growing its business off 
the field. I think that we’ve made giant steps 
in both of those areas, and I’m proud of the 
sustainability of the franchise at a much 
higher level. The expectations are higher 
around Atlanta and throughout the league in 
terms of what we’re capable of doing. I think 
that’s important today.

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Jan. 28, the Falcons traded for the top pick in the draft to bring in Cal quarterback Steve Bartkowski. Atlanta 
moved All-Pro tackle George Kunz (the No. 2 pick of the 1969 draft) and sixth round pick Fulton Kuykendall to 
Baltimore in the deal. Bartkowski would lead the NFL with 31 touchdowns in 1980 and play 11 seasons in Atlanta.1975

OWNER & CHAIRMAN
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By Craig Sager II By Kyle Sandy
work with their defensive line. In 1996, Quinn 
took over the defensive line duties at Hofstra 
and in 2000 he accepted his first coordinating 
position with the Pride. The following year, 
Quinn joined the 49ers staff as a defensive 
quality control coach and two years later he 
would begin an eight-year stretch of coaching 
defensive lines in the NFL with San Francisco, 
Miami, the New York Jets and Seattle.
 Quinn returned to college football from 
2011-2012 as defensive coordinator of the 
Florida Gators before making the move back 
to the NFL as a first-time coordinator. He 
would reach Super Bowls in both seasons as 
an NFL coordinator.
 “Returning to college football those two 
years has totally helped me on the field and 
off the field,” explained Quinn. “On the field 
it helped because I found out the fast-pace 
that college football tries to work in when 
in the spread offense. But probably more 
importantly, I had a better understanding 
of the young guys coming into the League. 
Maybe for 10 years I hadn’t had the full 
appreciation at times how young these guys 
are and the things that they don’t know about 
it. It gave me real perspective to know how 
to help develop these players from the very 
beginning both on and off the field.” 

THE MASTERMIND
 From Day One with the Falcons, Quinn’s 
focus and message has been clear and the 
competitive environment has challenged 
each player and coach, while strengthening 
the bond of the team.
 “Everyday is a championship game 
opportunity,” explained Quinn. “That is just 
how we play. We attack.”
 Expectations have never been higher 
with a landmark 50th season approaching 
and a state-of-the art stadium getting closer 
to its unveiling by the day. Quinn has set the 
bar high for himself as a leader and teacher 
since his childhood and brings this blueprint 
to the helm. A positive attitude and infinite 
passion for the game drove Quinn’s climb to 
the Falcons. Now, the New Jersey native that 
drew inspiration from leadership and hard-
hitting defenses can call Atlanta home as a 
first-time head coach. 

a chance to coach with Quinn again excites 
Ulbrich. “There’s probably no doubt he’s the 
best coach I’ve ever been around, but on top 
of that, one of the best human beings I’ve 
ever been around and I feel fortunate to be 
working with him.” 
 Defensive Assistant and Linebackers 
Coach Doug Mallory makes his first foray 
into the pros after 25 years of experience in 
the college ranks. Defensive Assistant and 
Defensive Backs Coach Chad Walker joins the 
staff after two years at Oklahoma. Marquand 
Manuel, the secondary/senior defensive 
assistant, follows coach Quinn after spending 
his last three seasons in Seattle.

OFFENSIVE OUTLOOK
 Kyle Shanahan takes the reigns of an 
offense with explosive playmakers. He ran 
the offense for Houston, Washington and 
Cleveland before joining Atlanta. Shanahan 
is the son of two-time Super Bowl winning 
head coach Mike Shanahan and already has 
seven years of NFL experience. Atlanta’s 
running game is expected to gain a big boost 
under Shanahan as he has perfected the 
zone-blocking scheme that has produced 
the likes of Alfred Morris in Washington.
 There are a lot of new faces on the 
coaching staff, but Shanahan has a sense of 
familiarity with many. Bobby Turner reunites 
with Shanahan after four seasons together 
in Washington and will reprise his role as 
running backs coach. Chris Morgan, the 
offensive line coach, also spent time with 
Shanahan in Washington, coaching from 
2011-13. 
 Quarterbacks Coach Matt LaFleur 
returns to the NFL after a season at Notre 
Dame. Prior to joining the Irish, LaFleur 
worked under Shanahan  in Washington 
guiding the quarterbacks for all four seasons. 
Brother Mike LaFleur is now an offensive 
assistant after working as a coaching intern 
in Cleveland last season. Mike McDaniel 
is an assistant after coaching the wide 
receivers in Cleveland in 2014. Prior to 
Cleveland, McDaniel spent time with 
Shanahan in Washington and Houston. 
Assistant Offensive Line Coach Keith Carter 
spent 2012-13 as an offensive quality control 
coach with the Seattle Seahawks.

Quinn’s childhood 
dream comes true 
with Falcons

Dan Quinn was a youngster in Morristown, 
New Jersey, when he fell in love with 

the game of football. By the time he was a 
teenager, his dream of being a head football 
coach was developing into what would 
become a lifelong passion.
 “Early on I knew that was what I wanted 
to do,” explained Quinn. “Growing up I loved 
football and I found out I loved competing at 
the very core. I wanted to play as long as I 
could, but once that ended, I wanted to coach.”
 Quinn was 13 years old when Bill Parcells 
was named head coach of the neighboring 
New York Giants in 1983. He witnessed 
the Parcells era take flight down the road in 
East Rutherford’s Giants Stadium and still 
recognizes the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
coach as one of his earliest influences.
 “I first wanted to become a coach when 
I was growing up in New Jersey watching that 
[Giants] team play and the toughness and 
the energy that they played with,” explained 
Quinn. “So much of it really came from the 
energy of the head coach [Parcells].”
 Nearly three decades after Parcells 
steered the 1986 Giants to the franchise’s 
first Super Bowl, it was Quinn’s hard-hitting 
Seattle defense that led the Seahawks to their 
first-ever Lombardi Trophy. The 43-8 rout 
over the favored Denver Broncos in Super 
Bowl XLVIII will be remembered as one of the 
most dominant defensive performances in 
NFL history and it was a full-circle moment 
for Quinn. The game was played in East 
Rutherford’s MetLife Stadium, right around 
the corner from where Quinn’s love of the 
game and passion first formed.
 Now, after 21 years of coaching 
accomplishments and a legacy of his own, 
Quinn’s childhood dream of becoming a head 
coach has finally come true with the Atlanta 
Falcons. 

QUINN THE LEADER
 The leadership traits we’ve seen this 
offseason in Quinn were visible well before 
he was named head coach. From his multi-
sport varsity days, to a collegiate career at 
Salisbury State (now Salisbury University), 
the same fire and passion for competition 
has continued to grow throughout Quinn’s 
coaching journey.
 After graduating from college in 1994, 
he took his first coaching steps at William 
& Mary before joining the Virginia Military 
Institute staff the following year in 1995 to 

The coaching staff received an overhaul 
after missing out on the playoffs for a 

second straight season and the group brings 
a new sense of optimism and excitement. 
On February 2, Dan Quinn was named the 
16th head coach in Atlanta Falcons history 
after a wildly successful two-year stint as 
the Seattle Seahawks defensive coordinator 
which included a Super Bowl XLVIII victory.
 “The brand of football that we’re going to 
play is going to be fast and physical,” Quinn 
said to his staff. “We’re going to attack in every 
phase that we can do it. Most importantly, I 
would like you to know that the energy and 
enthusiasm you bring to the Atlanta Falcons 
can be unmatched in terms of the energy I will 
try to bring you as your head football coach.”
 
DEFENSIVE OUTLOOK
 Richard Smith steps in as defensive 
coordinator for the 2015 season. The veteran 
coach has been around the League since 
1988 beginning with the Houston Oilers and 
rising to the defensive coordinator ranks 
with the Miami Dolphins in 2005 and for the 
Houston Texans from 2006-08. Smith most 
recently was a part of the Denver Broncos 
staff as the linebackers coach for the past 
four years. He has coached 15 players to 18 
Pro Bowls during his coaching career.
 “Let’s give Dan Quinn some credit. He’s 
hired a really good staff, not only as coaches 
but as people. I know that,” Smith said. “I’ve 
been around for a long time and the thing 
to me, is that I think he hired some great 
people.”
 Raheem Morris joins Atlanta as the 
assistant head coach and defensive passing 
game coach. Morris brings 13 years of NFL 
coaching experience to the table with his 
most recent time coming as the Washington 
Redskins defensive backs coach. Prior to his 
stint with the Redskins, Morris was head 
coach of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers for three 
seasons. 
 Morris, much like Quinn, brings a 
certain excitement to the sidelines and has 
been known to be a coach for whom players 
are eager to perform. Jeff Ulbrich is another 
young yet experienced coach. The new 
linebackers coach played under Quinn and 
Smith in San Francisco for a few seasons 
before reuniting with Quinn in Seattle in 
2010-11 as a special teams assistant. Having 

New Faces 
Aplenty, But 
Familiarity in 
Abundance 

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
After starting the season 2-4, Atlanta posted back-to-back victories and hosted the Rams on Oct. 30 in a Monday 
Night Football showdown. Tim Mazetti was the hero and booted through five field goals as the Falcons won 15-7. 
The victory was in the heart of a five-game winning streak that sent the Falcons into the playoffs for the first time.1978



9

Northside Hospital is the Preferred  
Healthcare Partner of the Atlanta Falcons. 

And their fans.

northside.com

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
The Falcons took a four-game winning streak into their Nov. 12 trip to New Orleans, but faced a four-point deficit with 
time running out. In what will be remembered as “Big Ben Right,” Steve Bartkowski’s heave to Wallace Francis was 
tipped into the hands of Alfred Johnson for a game-winning 57-yard touchdown with just 19 seconds left (20-17).1978
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Q: What impresses you most about 
the franchise’s growth since you’ve 
been here? 

A: The franchise plays a huge role in the 
community. Atlanta is a big city, it has a lot 
going on. The NFL franchise is part of the 
fabric of the community and that’s what 
impresses me here. The global reach of the 
NFL is what it is. It’s not hard to measure; 
you can see it everywhere. I think that each 
franchise has its own different path to how it 
makes its mark locally. Since I’ve been here, 
I’ve been impressed with how the Falcons 
franchise has become engrained in the local 
community.

Q: You have taken on a lot of new 
challenges throughout your career 
and always look ahead for more 
opportunities. What keeps you so 
motivated?

A: I came in with a different set of skills and 
I came into the business through a different 
door than most people.  I was a lawyer 
practicing law, representing the football 
team. When I came in, I wasn’t just doing 
football, I came in to do the legal work, work 
on some leases. It morphed itself into doing 
more player contracts and player personnel. 
I’ve kind of always wanted to do more and 
different things. I think that was driven a little 
bit by my background growing up around 
football, being the son of a football coach. 
Also, as a league we are simply a different 
business today. We were 15 employees 
total in the front office that weren’t coaches 
or players when I started in Tampa and 
we’re certainly not 15 anymore. I think it’s 
incumbent on people that want to continue 
to grow to embrace these opportunities and 
not necessarily just delegate them. 

Q: Have you had talks about what the 
decision will be as far as keeping 
the roof open for the football 
games?

A: Yes, we have. We’ll sit down at some 
point and come up with some guidelines 
that will give people an idea in advance. 
Our inclination is to open the roof as much 

as possible. Atlanta has fantastic weather 
and during football season it’s as good of 
football weather as you’ll find in the NFL. If 
you look at the 10-year period of the average 
temperature during our three-hour games, 
throughout the entire period of time it’s 65 
degrees. I think if you’re trying to decide on a 
temperature for a football game, 65 might be 
a nice temperature. So, I think we’re inclined 
to try to keep it open as much as possible, 
but we’ll come up with some guidelines so 
our fans know when the roof will be open and 
when it won’t.

Q: What does it mean to a city and 
region to host a Super Bowl?

A: It’s very impactful. The Super Bowl is one 
of the three biggest events in the world every 
year and the other two rotate depending on 
what might be going on. It’s as big a moment 
in time as you can have. When you deal today 
in the world of digital media and you realize 
the worldwide reach of events such as the 
Super Bowl and therefore the impact that it 
can have for us, not just for those who come 
to the game but for those who consume the 
game and the benefit it can have for Atlanta, 
it’s an impactful event. It’s not an event we 
want to have one of. We want to be in the 
Super Bowl rotation. Atlanta and what it can 
provide for people that come to the city given 
what’s gone on in downtown Atlanta over 
the last 10 years, I think it’s an unmatched 
experience. 

Q: What have you enjoyed most about 
working with Dan Quinn?

A: I think it’s the idea that Dan starts from 
the position of positive and starts from the 
position of “how do I make this better?” I 
think that sometimes in football, when you’re 
in it long enough and you’ve coached in it 
long enough, you’ve moved around a lot. At 
certain times, the staff you’ve been on has 
been terminated and people tend to get a 
little negative and you have to deal with that 
negativity. You don’t have to deal with that 
with Dan. That’s not how he approaches 
it. I think that is very refreshing and makes 
coming into those meetings and dealing with  
him and dealing with his staff very positive. 

Q: After working with Dan Quinn 
before this year’s draft, how 
confident are you in his ability to 
develop some of the other young 
players on this roster?

A: Dan has a really clear understanding of 
what he and his staff need in terms of talent 
on this team, given the scheme and approach 
both defensively and offensively. They also 
have a really good understanding of how they 
are going to coach the players to maximize 
their potential. They are also very big in 
stressing the positives and what they can 
bring to the table, not what they can’t bring. 
So I think that is a massively important thing 
moving forward with this football team. 

Q: Finalizing the roster is always 
a challenge, but with so many 
position battles and changes 
this year, how difficult are you 
expecting the process to be this 
Training Camp?

A: It’s always a challenging thing to sit down with 
a coach and our respective staffs discussing 
which players are best to go into a season and 
push to be a championship caliber football team. 
Ultimately, Dan and his approach to this and my 
approach to this is putting the best players on 
the field. Whoever the best players are at each 
position are going to make this football team 
and they are going to start on this football team. 
It’s going to be difficult and there is going to be 
a lot of work done but I think there will be a lot 
of players that will be released from this football 
team that will have an opportunity to eventually 
start on other teams. 

Q: What do you expect from the ACC’s 
reigning Defensive Player of the 
year Vic Beasley Jr. during his first 
year with the team?

A: Vic is a very athletic individual with a lot of 
natural strength and a lot of ability to burst off 
the line and get around the corner, something 
that we haven’t had in a few years as that 
sort of a marquee type skilled pass rusher. 
We’re looking forward to having him work 

with a number of other players in the pass 
rush and rotate through and create legitimate 
and consistent pressure on the quarterbacks 
in this league. Again, he has a skillset that we 
welcome onto this football team and paired 
with guys like Brooks Reed, O’Brien Schofield 
and some of our interior pass rushers, we 
really believe that he can feed off their talent 
and their skills to get up field. We’re expecting 
some really big things from Vic. 

Q: Paul Worrilow has made a large 
impact as an undrafted free agent 
on this team. Has that changed 
the organization’s evaluation of 
undrafted players and late-round 
picks in the offseason?

A: Paul has done a really good job for us not 
only prior to Dan Quinn coming on board 
but now that Dan’s our head coach he has 
communicated very clearly with Paul what he 
needs from him in terms of style of play, quick 
twitch speed and trimming down in weight. 
We obviously haven’t played games yet but 
I think Paul is going to be a very nice addition 
to Dan Quinn’s style of defense because he is a 
good run-and-hit player that has a really good 
understanding of the game. As far as looking at 
other undrafted individuals, we are always very 
open to that. It doesn’t matter if the guy was a 
first rounder or a seventh rounder. If we deem a 
guy that has the skills and has the ability to play 
whether he is drafted or not drafted, we will pull 
the trigger on having that guy potentially line up 
as a starter. Dan Quinn is really open-minded 
to playing players that are fourth, fifth and sixth 
rounders and college free agents. He has done 
that in Seattle and has had a lot of success with 
playing players that weren’t regarded as top-
tier, upper-echelon players. 

Q: What stands out about this team 
when you watch them go to work 
each day?

A: This is a gritty, passionate football team. They 
are pinning their ears back and they are flying 
around the field. Dan said from the beginning 
of his interview sessions all the way through 
now in every one of his meetings that it is about 
competition. It’s about playing fast and free and 
being physical, and I’m really impressed with 
the energy of this football team. 

Q&A WITH
RICH MCKAY

Q&A WITH
THOMAS DIMITROFF

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Sept. 13, the host Green Bay Packers took a commanding 17-0 lead into the fourth quarter. The Falcons answered with 
an NFL-record tying 31 points in the fourth quarter. A Mick Luckhurst field goal, William Andrews rushing touchdown, Steve 
Bartkowski touchdown pass and two defensive touchdowns left the Packers stunned as Atlanta ran away with a 31-17 victory.1981

PRESIDENT & CEO GENERAL MANAGER
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Arrow Exterminators is proud to support the Atlanta Falcons  
in their battle to crush INTruDErs in the Dome. 

Let us intercept, tackle and eliminate pests in your house!  arrowexterminators.com

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
Running back William Andrews was one of the first-ever players to eclipse 1,000 rushing yards in each of his first three 
NFL seasons. He also could catch out of the backfield. On Dec. 5 against the Denver Broncos, Andrews showcased this 
greatness on a screen pass that he took for an 86-yard touchdown, obliterating defensive back Steve Wilson along the way.1982
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THE SOUTHEAST’S #       NAME IN LASIK.

Trust the doctor the doctors trust.  
For a free consultation, call 1-866-LASER22 or visit woolfsoneye.com

2014_Woolfson-FalconsCampGuide.indd   1 7/10/14   5:06 PM

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Nov. 20, the Falcons stunned the Bill Walsh-led San Francisco 49ers 28-24 on a last second 47-yard touchdown 
pass from Steve Bartkowski to Billy “White Shoes” Johnson. Deemed “Big Ben Part II,” Bartkowski launched a deep 
ball into a crowd which was deflected into Johnson’s hands and brought in for the score.1983
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Q: With a milestone like the 50th 
season, you get to really guage 
how far the franchise has come. 
How high are your expectations for 
the city and team moving forward?

A: The number one thing is what a blessing 
it is to live in an area where football is so 
important. It’s honestly one of the things I 
love about working here. Not only is youth 
football important, but high school football 
on Fridays in this state and this area, that’s 
the deal. And you kick it into the next day, 
college football in the south, it’s on. For us to 
be ‘our team’ for this state and for people to 
have that much love for our team and for our 
players to now play back to the energy that 
our crowd gives, I can’t wait to be a part of 
that. That’s one of the things I’m most looking 
forward to. Our team connects with our fans 
in such a way that it’s like they are behind you 
all the way. I’ve seen it first-hand, I’ve seen 
how fun it is and I can’t wait to be a part of 
that with our own city.

Q: The coaching staff has been 
adamant about bringing out the 
best in each player, but what is the 
process of putting guys on the field 
that can do the same and make 
their teammates better?

A: Yeah, I think it’s not necessarily one to one, 
but how hard one dude is willing to play not 
for themselves but when you can dedicate 
your effort for the other dude, then that’s 
when the special stuff happens. If it’s just: 
“I’m gonna play hard, I’m gonna play, I want a 
contract, I wanna win. I wanna, I wanna.” You 
can play well, but you can’t reach the heights 
you can if you are like “Yo dude, I will not let 
you down. You can absolutely count on me. I 
will ball out, I will be there for you.” He knows 
that, he knows that and he knows that. Pretty 
soon nothing really slows you down because 
all you’re worried about is how hard you want 
to play and not let the other guy down. So 
when we start getting that close, we will be 
really good. We are closer now than when I 
arrived. I think we talk about that topic a lot, 

like I love this dude I’m not gonna let him 
down. How close can we get? That’s what 
the process is about now. Can we hang on the 
field, off the field, how close can we get? How 
hard are you willing to go for one another?

Q: Playing fast has been a 
fundamental aspect within your 
coaching success. How do you keep 
each player focused on still making 
the right play?

A: The number one thing defensively is their 
ability to get the ball back for the offense, 
bar none, rule one, no difference. That’s the 
whole philosophy of the program in terms of 
them attacking the football. Just to get it back 
to the offense so its something that they do 
every day in practice. It can’t be something 
like when we get to the games, we are like 
“Hey man, let’s really try and get after the 
ball today.” I hope you saw that at practice 
today, the attempts to really go after the 
ball, the shots at the ball, the willingness to 
really go after it. In turn, it also helps train our 
offense like “Hey man, they really regard the 
ball.” And the way they [the offense] want to 
protect it and go after it, so it’s kind of two-
fold. One, for the offense to have it in such 
high regard  and two, defensively for those 
guys to go after it. 

Q: The NFC West developed intense 
rivalries while you were with 
Seattle. What expectations do 
you have within the NFC South’s 
established rivalries and what are 
you looking forward to most within 
these new environments?

A: You know what, I think honestly just getting 
a chance to connect with our fans here. 
There’s so much fun when you have a home 
game and you have them here where it’s just 
our fans and our players get to connect with 
those guys. So I don’t know if there’s one 
[opponent] that sticks out to me whether it’s 
in the division or not. 

Q&A WITH
DAN QUINN Atlanta and Tennessee met in game No. 3 of the preseason last year. 

The Falcons saw a four-point lead slip away in the final quarter and lost 
24-17. Former Oconee County prep star Zach Mettenberger oversaw the 
comeback, throwing for 148 yards. Matt Ryan finished 18 of 23 for 224 
yards. Ra’Shede Hageman picked up his first sack in a Falcons jersey.

8.14 7:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

TITANS

The last time these two teams played in 2013, a rookie quarterback 
named Geno Smith had one of his finest games as a pro on the big stage 
of Monday Night Football. Smith tossed three touchdowns and Nick 
Folk booted a 43-yard field goal as time expired to win 30-28. In the 
loss, Tony Gonzalez caught 10-plus balls for the final time in his career.

8.21 7:30 PM EDT
MetLife Stadium

JETS

The Falcons beat Miami in Week 1 of last year’s preseason line-
up and now hold a 7-6 edge in their 13 exhibition games. It will be 
the fifth time in the past six seasons the two franchises will play each 
other. Miami edged the Falcons 27-23 in their last regular season 
game in 2013 even though Atlanta picked up five sacks on the day.

8.29 7:00 PM EDT
Sun Life Stadium

DOLPHINS

Baltimore dropped the Falcons in a 2013 preseason game 27-23. In a 
rare regular-season battle of the birds, the Ravens shut down Atlanta 
29-7 last season. Robert Alford picked off two Joe Flacco passes in 
the loss. The Falcons have met Baltimore just five times in the regular 
season and trail 3-2. Atlanta’s last win came in 2010 (26-21).

9.3 7:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

RAVENS

It will be a Monday Night Football season-opening rematch from 
2005 when the Eagles visited the Dome and Atlanta defeated Phila-
delphia 14-10 to kickoff the season. The Falcons trail the Eagles 12-
15-1 all-time in the regular season. Matt Ryan threw for three touch-
downs in their latest meeting in 2012, which the Falcons won 30-17.

9.14 7:10 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

EAGLES

It will be the first meeting in the regular season since 2011 in a 
series that has been hotly contested with Tennessee holding a 
7-6 lead all-time. Atlanta had lost five straight meetings dat-
ing back to 1993 before a 23-17 win in 2011. Roddy White totaled 
147 yards receiving in the victory.

10.25 1:00 PM EDT
LP Field

TITANS

Atlanta travels to MetLife Stadium for the second straight year and 
will look to break a deadlocked 11-11 all-time regular season series. 
Despite 11 catches and 105 yards receiving from Julio Jones and 316 
Matt Ryan passing yards, New York scored 20 unanswered points 
to win 30-20 last season. Antone Smith sparked Atlanta with a 74-
yard touchdown run down the sideline in the third quarter.

9.20 1:00 PM EDT
MetLife Stadium

GIANTS

Atlanta defeated Dallas in their most recent meeting, 19-13 in 2012 at 
the Georgia Dome. Roddy White broke the all-time franchise record 
for most receptions in a career surpassing Terance Mathis on a 26-
yard grab in the second half. Michael Turner rumbled his way for 102 
yards and a score. The Cowboys lead the all-time series 14-9. 

9.27 1:00 PM EDT
AT&T Stadium

COWBOYS

In only the fourth meeting between the two franchises, Atlanta will 
try to knot the all-time series at two games apiece. The home team 
has won in each game. In 2011, current Falcons backup T.J. Yates guid-
ed the Texans to a 17-10 win. All three games have been decided by 
10 points or less. J.J. Watt has never sacked Matt Ryan in his career.

10.4 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

TEXANS

The Redskins lead the all-time series 14-8-1, but Atlanta has won four con-
secutive meetings dating back to 2006. The 2013 version of the series 
featured a wild ending with Washington failing on a two-point conversion 
with 18 seconds remaining and losing 27-26. William Moore and Desmond 
Trufant intercepted passes as a part of Washington’s seven turnovers.

10.111:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

REDSKINS

The Falcons travel to the Merecedes Benz Superdome on a Thurs-
day to face their bitter rival for the first time in 2015. Atlanta swept 
the series in 2014 and now holds a 48-43 advantage all-time. The 
Falcons derailed New Orleans’ shot at a playoff berth with a 30-14 
Week 16 win. It was the first season sweep since 2005. 

10.15 8:25 PM EDT
Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome

SAINTS

Head Coach Lovie Smith and General Manager Jason Licht have 
undergone an overhaul of 2014’s worst team. New faces will be 
peppered across the roster. Last year, Atlanta thumped the Bucs 
56-14 in a Thursday night beating. Devin Hester broke Deion 
Sanders’ all-time return touchdown record (20) with a 62-yard 
punt return. Atlanta leads the all-time head-to-head series 22-21.

11.1 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

BUCCANEERS

Historically, Atlanta has struggled against its once NFC-West ri-
vals and trails the all-time series 29-45-1. In 2013, the Falcons 
headlined the final game at historic Candlestick Park on ESPN’s 
Monday Night Football. A NaVorro Bowman 89-yard interception 
return with 1:10 remaining put the game on ice for the Niners as 
they won 34-24. Matt Ryan threw for 348 yards in the loss.

11.8 4:05 PM EDT
Levi’s Stadium

49ERS

Following a Week 10 bye, the Falcons will get their first crack at 
Andrew Luck. Atlanta has not played the Colts since 2011 when it 
won 31-7 behind 131 receiving yards and two touchdown catches 
by Julio Jones. Indianapolis has owned the series 13-2, but the two 
teams have only met four times since the new millennium.

11.22 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

COLTS

Minnesota lit up Atlanta in a 41-28 shootout last season at TCF 
Bank Stadium in Teddy Bridgewater’s first career start. The rookie 
threw for 317 yards while Matt Asiata scored three times on the 
ground to run away with the win. The Vikes visit the Georgia Dome 
for the first time since 2011 and maintain a 16-10 series lead.

11.29 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

VIKINGS

Matt Bryant nailed a 44-yard field goal with 2:08 remaining in 
Week 11 of 2014 to sneak out of Bank of America Stadium with a 
19-17 win. Desmond Trufant and Kemal Ishmael came away with 
big interceptions of Cam Newton. Matt Ryan completed 31 passes 
for 268 yards, including a 2-yard touchdown to Roddy White.

12.13 1:00 PM EDT
Bank of America 
Stadium

PANTHERS

After five straight years of preseason meetings, Atlanta will fi-
nally see the Jags in the regular season. It will be just the sixth 
meeting between the two. The Falcons last visited Jacksonville 
in 2007 and lost 13-7 after 10 unanswered fourth quarter points. 
Joey Harrington led the Falcons that day with 200 yards passing. 
Jonathan Babineaux totaled two sacks.

12.20 1:00 PM EDT
EverBank Field

JAGUARS

Atlanta seeks late season revenge after Carolina clinched the 
NFC South title at the Georgia Dome with a 34-3 Week 17 victory. 
The Falcons lead the all-time series 24-16 but are 1-4 in their past 
five matchups. Atlanta’s last win at home came in 2012, (30-28) 
thanks to a Matt Bryant 40-yarder with five seconds remaining.

12.27 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

PANTHERS

Following a 37-34 overtime victory to open up the season in 2014, 
the Falcons visited the Superdome in search of a season-sweep 
against the Saints. Matt Ryan broke the franchise record for pass-
ing yards in a game (448) and all-time touchdown passes (146), 
while taking a 30-14 victory. Since 2010, eight of the 10 games 
have been decided by 10 points or less.

1.3 1:00 PM EDT
Georgia Dome

SAINTS

In this evenly matched series over the years, the home team has 
held the advantage. The Falcons are 10-13 all-time on the road 
but have split its last 10 trips to Tampa. In 2014, the Dirty Birds 
picked up Week 10 win at Raymond James Stadium. Steven Jack-
son finished with 81 yards rushing and one score.

12.6 1:00 PM EDT
Raymond James 
Stadium

BUCCANEERS

2015 SCHEDULE

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
18-year veteran center Jeff Van Note plays the final game of his historic career on Dec. 21 before retiring.  His 18 
seasons is a Falcon record. He also leads the franchise in most consecutive games played with 155 and is tied with 
Claude Humphrey for the most Pro Bowl selections with six.1986

HEAD COACH
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A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
Deion Sanders returns the first punt of his NFL career 68 yards for a touchdown in the season opener against the 
Los Angeles Rams on Sep. 10; the first of Neon Deion’s six punt return touchdowns in his career. Atlanta, however, 
would fall short to the Rams, 31-21.1989
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A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
Before Atlanta captured its first road playoff win that season, the Falcons needed a miraculous 17-14 comeback against the 
visiting 49ers on Nov. 3 to gain ground in the NFC West race. Trailing 14-10, Falcons quarterback Billy Joe Tolliver found Mi-
chael Haynes for a 44-yard touchdown pass with just one second left. The play would be remembered as Big Ben III.1991

$1 BILLION IN PRIZES
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and stay under the $50,000 
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$1 Billion in 2015!

•

•

•

$1 Million Winner
Peter Jennings

DraftKings is a US based company
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Devonta Freeman gets a crack at carrying the 
load in the backfield after toting 65 carries his 
rookie season out of Florida State. Third-round 
draft pick Tevin Coleman set an Indiana school 
record in 2014 with 2,036 rushing yards as a ju-
nior. The electrifying Antone Smith scored five 
touchdowns on his 36 offensive touches. He 
scored twice on seven touches in 2013. Patrick 
DiMarco and Collin Mooney bring strength and 
experience to the fullback position.

Julio Jones exploded for career-highs of 104 
receptions and 1,593 yards while adding six 
touchdowns. A two-time Pro Bowler, Jones 
has averaged over 100 yards per game re-
ceiving the past two years and has emerged 
as a top tier deep threat. 2015 fourth round 
draft pick Justin Hardy holds the FBS record 
for all-time receptions with 387 after enter-
ing campus as a walk-on. 10-year vet Devin 
Hester racked up 504 yards receiving last 
year, his most since 2009 in Chicago.

Second-year tackle Jake Matthews is 100 per-
cent after undergoing Lisfranc surgery to his 
foot this offseason. Valdosta State standout 
Ryan Schraeder started 10 games last year 
and was a bright spot along the line. Guards 
Jon Asamoah, Peter Konz, Mike Person and 
James Stone will all see time throughout the 
season. Center Joe Hawley’s season ended 
early after four games last year due to a knee 
injury. He and James Stone, who made nine 
starts in 2014, will be valuable pieces.

Matt Ryan enters his eighth season in Atlanta and 
holds nearly every passing record after surpassing 
Steve Bartkowski for career yards, touchdowns, wins 
and fourth quarter comebacks. Ryan turned in the 
third Pro Bowl season of his career in 2014, throw-
ing for 4,694 yards and 28 scores. Backup T.J. Yates 
is a Georgia native who starred at local Pope High 
School and returns for his second season with 
the Falcons. Third-stringer Sean Renfree was a 
seventh-round pick in 2013 from Duke.

Veterans Jacob Tamme and Tony Moeaki join 
Levine Toilolo to comprise a much improved tight 
end core. Tamme signed after following Peyton 
Manning from Indianapolis to Denver over a sev-
en-year span. Moeaki made stops in Kansas City, 
Buffalo and Seattle before rejoining coach Dan 

Quinn in Atlanta. The 6-foot-8 Toilolo 
caught 31 passes for 238 yards and 
two touchdowns last season as the 
Falcons starting tight end.
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Four-time Pro Bowler and Falcons all-time leader in recep-
tions (765), receiving yards (10,375) and receiving touch-
downs (62), Roddy White is back for his 11th season. White 
caught 80 passes for 921 yards and a team-high seven 
touchdowns last year. White’s durability was challenged the 
past two years with lingering injuries, but he was able to 
bounce back remarkably well and return to his top form. New 
addition Leonard Hankerson is healthy after missing all of 
2014. He played three years under offensive coordinator Kyle 
Shanahan and posted 1,081 yards receiving with six scores.

Matt Bryant returns for his 14th season and seventh 
in Atlanta. He holds the franchise record for field 
goal accuracy among Falcon kickers that played 
more than one season with the team at 88.6 per-
cent Bryant also leads the franchise in 50-plus yard 
kicks with 18, surpassing Morten Andersen this 
past season. Former Miami Hurricane and sixth-
round pick Matt Bosher continues on as starting 
punter. The 27-year-old averaged 45.7 yards per 
boot (40.8 net) in 2014.
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Aggressive and opportunistic are adjectives used to describe 
the safety play under Quinn’s defenses. Strong safety William 
Moore thrives in this enforcer role, and Kemal Ishmael has 
proven he has the talent to be an NFL starter. Ishmael started 10 
games last season and notched 97 total tackles with four inter-
ceptions, including a return for a touchdown in last year’s 56-14 
win over Tampa Bay. Free safety Ricardo Allen has been one of 
the offseason’s biggest surprises, and veteran Charles Godfrey 
is back after signing with the Falcons on Oct. 28 last season. 
Godfrey has 372 career tackles along with 11 interceptions and 
seven forced fumbles since entering the League in 2008.

This year’s No. 8 overall pick, Vic Beasley Jr., found 
his calling at Clemson as a pass rusher and left with a 
school-record 33 sacks. His speed and natural pass-
rushing ability will be used in an outside linebacker role 
that can threaten offenses with outside pressure on any 
given play. Expect to see the rookie lining up on the right 
side and attacking the backfield. Offenses will be forced 
to account for the Falcons athleticism on the outside, and 
Beasley is riding a 15-game streak of posting at least one 
tackle for loss entering his rookie season.

Some defenses try to build a pass rush, but the 
pass rush will try to build this year’s defense. 
Brooks Reed was one of the biggest names 
signed this offseason and he was brought in 
to set the strong-side edge. With a 6-foot-3, 
254-pound frame, Reed will be used to keep 
the football inside and feed the interior of the 
defense. Kroy Biermann and offseason addi-
tion O’Brien Schofield are versatile pieces fit 
for this role.

Veteran Paul Soliai will anchor the nose tackle po-
sition while 11-year pro Jonathan Babineaux returns 
with 6-foot-6, 318-pound Ra’Shede Hageman, who 
looks poised for a breakout second season in the 
NFL.  Former 2011 first-round pick Adrian Clayborn 
was signed from Tampa Bay on a one-year deal and 
will lineup at right defensive end. This year’s fifth-
round pick, Grady Jarrett, and second-year Falcon 
Tyson Jackson are capable starters at tackle that 
add to a talented rotation in the trenches.

When the defense goes into its 5-2 looks and 
nickel packages, linebackers like Paul Worrilow 
and Justin Durant will be able to do what they 
do best, play a seek and destroy style of foot-
ball. Durant was signed from Dallas and Worri-
low returns after leading the team in tackles in 
each of his first two seasons. Worrilow is fit for 
middle linebacker and has been focusing on his 
explosiveness this offseason to be a pace-setter 
in 2015.  

Desmond Trufant proved he is one of the most talented 
cornerbacks in the game last season and huge things 
are expected for the third-year pro. An improved pass 
rush and simplified defense will allow Trufant and fellow 
2013 draft pick Robert Alford to play faster and more 
aggressive, which will likely lead to more turnovers. 
Veteran Phillip Adams and 2015 second-round pick 
Jalen Colins join rookie Akeem King and 2014 second-
round pick Dezmen Southward. This position has in-
credible speed and greatly improved size. 

Devin Hester and Eric Weems were both brought 
in from Chicago last offseason and provided 
sparks at wide receiver and special teams. Hester 
holds the NFL record with 20 return touchdowns 
and can continue writing history with each new 
return of his Hall of Fame career. His 68-yard punt 
return for a touchdown against Tampa Bay last 
year was the 14th of his career.  Weems returned 
punts for the Falcons during his first stint in At-
lanta before going to Chicago in 2012.
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PRE-GAME

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
The Falcons notched their first-ever road victory in the playoffs on Dec. 29 when Chris Miller hit wide receiver 
Michael Haynes for a game-winning 61-yard catch-and-run score to beat the rival Saints in the Wild Card Round 
27-20. Atlanta finished the year at 10-6, the franchise’s best mark since 1980.1991
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ATLANTA FALCONS

AVAILABLE NOW!

ATLANTAFALCONS.COM/TICKETS

SEASON
TICKETS

PREMIUM
OPTIONS

AND

2015 REGULAR SEASON HOME SCHEDULE

Call 855-222-3267 or email ticketservices@falcons.nfl.com to learn more.

9/14 10/4 10/11 11/1 11/22 11/29 12/27 1/3

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Sep. 6, the Falcons won the season opener and the Georgia Dome’s NFL debut 20-17 over the visiting New York 
Jets. 65,585 fans packed into the new stadium to see Atlanta kick off a new era of football in its new home. Quar-
terback Chris Miller led the charge, going 21-of-29 passing with 196 yards and two scores.1992
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When caught early, it is highly treatable 
and almost always curable.

SKIN CANCER CAN AFFECT ANYONE

WHEN:   Friday, July 31, Saturday, August 1 and 
Sunday, August 2

WHERE:   Atlanta Falcons Training Camp, 
4400 Falcon Parkway, Flowery Branch, GA 

TIME:  9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

RISE UP and get a FREE 
SPOTme® skin cancer screening.

WIN 
autographed 

Falcons 
merchandise!

Learn more at www.spotme.org.

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
Known simply as “The Kick,” Morten Andersen nailed a game-winning 38-yard field goal in overtime against the Min-
nesota Vikings on Jan. 17, lifting the Falcons to their first-ever Super Bowl appearance with a 30-27 win. Atlanta rallied 
from a 10-point fourth quarter deficit and forced overtime on a 16-yard Terance Mathis catch with 57 seconds left.1999
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By Craig Sager II & Kyle Sandy

“Air” McNair did in the early 2000’s.
 Peyton Manning returns to the 
prohibitive favorites to win the AFC West, the 
Denver Broncos. Wes Welker’s free agency 
will move Emmanuel Sanders into a bigger 
role with Manning relying on his deep ball 
ability. Kansas City hopes Jeremy Maclin 
will finally give Alex Smith a deep threat at 

wide receiver. San Diego flirted with moving 
Philip Rivers but decided to keep the veteran 
quarterback who continues improving late 
into his career. The addition of Melvin Gordon 
should give the Chargers an improved running 
game. Derek Carr looked good with limited 
talent around him in Oakland as a rookie and 
now will have Michael Crabtree and Amari 
Cooper flanking him as top options.

THE NFC
 The NFC East champion Dallas 
Cowboys were one call away from 
stamping a Divisional Round playoff 
win but are instead entering 2015 more 
short-handed and one year older. 
DeMarco Murray led the 
League in rushing but will now 
call rival Philadelphia home 
in Chip Kelly’s backfield. 
The Eagles missed the 
playoffs last season and will 
look to ride Murray back 
into the postseason with 
a new signal caller after 
Nick Foles was shipped 
to St. Louis and Sam 
Bradford was brought 
in. DeSean Jackson, 
Pierre Garcon, Jordan 
Reed and running back 
Alfred Morris are viable 
offensive weapons but the 
unknown at quarterback 
could once again leave 
the Redskins in the cellar 
of the division. Two-time 
Super Bowl winning duo 
Tom Coughlin and Eli Manning are 

back and the Giants Odell Beckham Jr. proved 
to be one of the most exciting players in the 
League last year. 
 In the NFC North, Chicago moved on from 
offensive-minded head coach Marc Trestman 
and welcomed in the defensive-minded John 
Fox from Denver. Calvin Johnson suffered 
lingering injuries last season and Golden 

Tate produced at a high level, which will give 
Detroit quarterback Matthew Stafford a solid 
corps to stretch the field. The Detroit defense 
will have to fill the void left by Ndamukong 
Suh, who is now with the Dolphins.
 Green Bay and arguably the League’s 
top quarterback, Aaron Rodgers, are back 
and almost the entire lineup from last year’s 
division-winning team remains intact. 
Minnesota showed fight last year with 

Teddy Bridgewater at quarterback and 
Matt Asiata and Jerick McKinnon got 

valuable reps in the absence of the 
suspended Adrian Peterson.
 The NFC West has sent 
Seattle to back-to-back Super 
Bowls and the Seahawks will face 

another competitive regular 
season with Arizona 
and St. Louis returning 
strong. The Cardinals 
were 9-1 to start last 
season before injuries 
forced their historic start 

to take a sharp turn. The 
team is healed up and will 
also have former Falcons 
Sean Weatherspoon and 
Corey Peters on defense. 
Gregg Williams is back 
for a second season to 

coordinate a very capable 
Rams defense. Second-year 
pro Tre Mason will take the 
handoffs until the Rams 
first-round pick Todd 
Gurley is able to join 
Mason. Defensive tackle 
Nick Fairley was signed 

to a one-year deal and can revive what was a 
disappointing career in Detroit.
 The 49ers are convinced this is a 
reload and not a rebuild season, but change 
was certainly in the air this offseason. Jim 
Harbaugh left for the Big Ten to lead Michigan 
and the core of the team was disseminated. 
Patrick Willis retired, as did his replacement 
Chris Borland. Right tackle and 25-year-
old Anthony Davis, in another shocking 
announcement, retired. After all the moves, 
20 combined Pro Bowls and more than 1,000 
career starts were lost from the team this 
offseason. Seattle hopes its heartbreaking 
Super Bowl loss will keep the team motivated. 
The biggest addition to the team roster is 
undoubtedly tight end Jimmy Graham.
 Carolina became the first team to win 
back-to-back NFC South titles last year, 
but with a 7-8-1 record, there is still much 
room for improvement. The team’s biggest 
addition came at left tackle with Michael 
Oher. Protecting Cam Newton has been 
an increasing concern and the success of 
the Panthers season could rely on Oher’s 
protection. Kelvin Benjamin proved to be one 
of the League’s most explosive targets after 
hauling in 73 passes for 1,008 yards and nine 
touchdowns as a rookie in 2014.
 New Orleans took a huge step back 
defensively last season and finished with 
the 31st ranked unit after finishing fourth in 
total defense the previous year. Cornerback 
Brandon Browner was brought in to match 
up with the division’s long list of talented 
receivers and stands 6-foot-4, 221 pounds. 
Graham caught a team-high 10 touchdowns 
last season, but with his new home in Seattle, 
the Saints will look for more balance with the 
run game to lift back up what is typically one 
of the League’s most prolific offenses. Mark 
Ingram rushed for nine touchdowns and 964 
yards last season and will share the backfield 
with explosive C.J. Spiller, who was signed 
from Buffalo this offseason.
 Tampa Bay receiver Vincent Jackson had 
another productive season with 70 catches 
for 1,002 yards, but it was the emergence 
of rookie wideout Mike Evans that makes 
this one of the League’s top receiver duos. 
Evans caught 68 passes for 1,051 yards and 
led the Bucs with a team-high 12 receiving 
touchdowns. This year’s No. 1 overall pick, 
quarterback Jameis Winston, will have these 
towering targets to throw to. 

The defending Super Bowl champion New 
England Patriots bring back a coaching 

nucleus with 41 years of experience in the 
organization between head coach Bill Belichick 
(17), offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels 
(12) and defensive coordinator Matt Patricia 
(12). The Pats will be the clear-cut favorite 
to win the AFC East for a seventh straight 
season, but Tom Brady faces an early season 
suspension after his role in Deflategate. The 
Buffalo Bills overhauled their team with Rex 
Ryan stepping in as the new leader. LeSean 
McCoy will be Rex’s workhorse back while 
Percy Harvin joins Sammy Watkins as deep 
threats. The Dolphins will need to get over the 
.500 hump for the first time since 2008 to keep 
fourth-year head coach Joe Philbin safe. New 
General Manager Mike Maccagnan brought in 
a plethora of talent for new head coach Todd 
Bowles to work with in New York. Darrelle 
Revis, Buster Skrine and Antonio Cromartie 
anchor the backend of what projects to be one 
of the best defenses in the League.
 The hotly-contested AFC North will 
be won with defense and despite recent 
setbacks, the division still has plenty of it. 
Reigning division champ Pittsburgh will enter 
life without legendary defensive coordinator 
Dick LeBeau and veterans Ike Taylor, Troy 
Polamalu and Brett Keisel. Ben Rothlisberger 
and Le’Veon Bell make the offense go with 
the explosive Antonio Brown streaking down 
the sidelines. The Ravens expect Joe Flacco 
to continue his rise to elite status under the 
guidance of new offensive coordinator Marc 
Trestman. Breshad Perriman will need to play 
up to his first-round draft status as Steve Smith 
continues the final stretch of his successful 
career. Cincinnati has lost four-straight years 
in the Wild Card Round. Cleveland will need 
to find its footing on offense and anoint a 
starting quarterback. The Browns drafted 
massive defensive lineman Danny Shelton to 
help with their league-worst run defense.
 Indianapolis is banking on another AFC 
South title behind the arm of Andrew Luck, 
who has brand new weapons in Frank Gore 
and Andre Johnson. Vince Wilfork will team 
up with J.J. Watt and what the franchise 
hopes will be a healthy Jadeveon Clowney. 
The Jaguars lost top pick Dante Fowler Jr. to 
injury on Day One of rookie minicamp, but 
Blake Bortles will have a new favorite target 
in Julius Thomas, from Denver. The Titans 
selected Marcus Mariota second overall and 
hope he can spark the franchise like Steve 

the hotly-contested afc north will be won with defense and 
despite recent setbacks, the division still has plenty of it

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On draft night, Apr. 21, the Falcons traded the fifth overall pick and wideout Tim Dwight to San Diego for the first 
overall pick. Atlanta would go on to select Virginia Tech quarterback Michael Vick, who would help the team to two 
playoff appearances during his six seasons with the Falcons.2001
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A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
Over dinner at Bones Steakhouse in Buckhead, Falcons owner Taylor Smith and Atlanta businessman and The Home Depot 
co-founder Arthur Blank reached a preliminary deal for Blank to purchase the franchise for $545 million. Under Blank’s watch, 
the team has flourished and enjoyed its best stretch of football ever including five consecutive winning season from 2008-12.2001
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PROUD 
SPONSOR

So good, these buns 
WON’T MAKE IT TO HALFTIME.

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Jan. 3, the Falcons made NFL history by handing the Green Bay Packers their first-ever playoff loss at legendary 
Lambeau Field in a 27-7 rout. Then 22-year-old quarterback Michael Vick came out victorious in the first playoff 
game of his young NFL career. 2003
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By Kyle Sandy
mold and with the pick of Collins, the Falcons 
coaching staff has some tangibles that can’t 
be taught.
 The LSU product has played against 
some of the top collegiate programs in the 
country over his time in Baton Rouge and 
now looks to bring that same style of play 
to Atlanta. “I’m a big corner that likes to 
hit people,” Collins explained. “I like to jam 
receivers up. Physical, that’s been my nature 
since I was knee high. Coming from the SEC 
and LSU, physical is all I know.”

HOOSIER HOPEFUL
 The Falcons nabbed workhorse running 
back Tevin Coleman in the third round with 
the 73rd overall pick. At 6-foot-1 and 210 
pounds, Coleman is a powerful runner who 
looks to fight for extra yards and break small 
plays into big ones. In his final season at 
Indiana, Coleman set a school record with 
2,036 yards rushing and became just the 
third player in Big Ten history to crack the 
2,000-yard mark. 
 With the backfield competition wide 
open, Coleman’s 4.4 speed combined with 
a downhill running style gives the rookie a 
chance to gain some carries early on in his 
career. The Hoosier is confident that he can 
carve out a role in Atlanta with his all-around 
play. “I’d say I’m an all down back,” Coleman 
said. “My style is everything. That’s running 
inside zone, outside zone, pass protection, 
(and) catching the ball. I can basically do it all.”

YOU’RE IN GOOD HANDS
 The 107th overall pick, which came 
in the fourth round, netted the Falcons the 
FBS all-time career reception leader, Justin 
Hardy. A former preferred walk-on, Hardy 
earned a scholarship after his freshman 
season at East Carolina and would go on to 
record 387 receptions during his four-year 
career. His great success at the college level 

hasn’t been based on an uncatchable set of 
wheels, but on the nuances and the subtleties 
of getting open. “I like to hang my hat on my 
route running in order to get that separation,” 
Hardy said. “You don’t necessarily have to 
be the fastest to fit your craft and get that 
separation that’s needed.”

ALL IN THE FAMILY
 Fifth-rounder Grady Jarrett knows the 
Atlanta franchise well and has the bloodline 
to thrive in the NFL. The 137th overall pick 
is the son of Atlanta Falcons Ring of Honor 
inductee Jessie Tuggle and college teammate 
of top pick Vic Beasley Jr. After a standout 
high school career at Rockdale County, Grady 
returns home. While at Clemson, Jarrett and 

Talented Draft Class Ready 
to Make Immediate Impact

Beasley teamed up to form the third-best 
scoring defense in the nation last year. Jarrett 
is already being hailed by many as the steal of 
the draft. His height (6-feet) isn’t ideal for a 
defensive tackle, but his low center of gravity 
and strength allowed him to total 29.5 tackles 
for loss over his career in Death Valley and 
draws Geno Atkins like comparisons. 
 Jarrett is eager to make a name for himself 
and thinks that playing for Coach Quinn is the 
perfect opportunity. “I feel like my versatility is 
an asset to me,” Jarrett said. “I can play the one 
or the three (technique). I feel like the three is 
going to be my best asset. I love the style that 
Coach Quinn wants to play and I just couldn’t 
land in a better situation.”

BRIGHT FUTURE
 In round seven, Atlanta completed its 
draft by adding Eastern Washington offensive 
lineman Jake Rodgers and San Jose State 
cornerback Akeem King, both of whom add 
valuable depth to their respective positions. 
Overall, experts have given the Falcons the 
highest of grades from this year’s draft. Bucky 
Brooks of NFL.com labeled the Falcons draft 
as an “A” and touts Beasley Jr. as one of the 
most NFL-ready players who could step in 
and make an impact immediately.
 Excitement is in abundance with the 
new talent and the new coaching staff in 
place, headed by Quinn. The new fast-paced 
environment not only has the players eager 
to get better each day, but has the coaches 
excited as well. This year’s draft class has set 
the pace at rookie camp and is expected to 
contribute and make an impact in 2015.

April 30 was a big day for the Atlanta 
Falcons franchise with a new coaching 

staff intact and the eighth overall pick in 
hand. The new regime, headed by defensive 
mastermind Dan Quinn felt the top need was 
obvious a relentless pass rusher. Atlanta got 
that and then some with the selection of Vic 
Beasley Jr. out of Clemson University and 
nearby Adairsville High School. The Falcons 
have had some success picking out of the 
eighth spot, including selecting DeAngelo 
Hall out of Virginia Tech in 2004. 
 Beasley will be asked to use his versatility 
not only to harass opposing quarterbacks, 
but to stop the run game as well. Bringing in 
Beasley has drawn rave reviews around the 
league as he plans to fit in nicely into Coach 
Quinn’s new defense. 
 Quinn has no worries about Beasley’s 
skillset being able to translate to the next 
level as an every down defender. “I think 
it’s his first step quickness and usually for 
a rusher, really get off the spot,” Quinn said 
when talking about the consensus two-time 
All-American who recorded 33 sacks over his 
career. “That’s one of the things when you 
talk about a rusher. How quick can a guy get 
off the spot? When we evaluated all the guys 
his initial quickness is the thing that really 
jumped out.”
 Though he primarily lived life on the 
edge, lining up at defensive end, plans are to 
have Beasley play more at outside linebacker 
in a hybrid-type role that Quinn has used in 
previous seasons with the Seattle Seahawks.

ON AN ISLAND
 Cornerback Jalen Collins was selected in 
the second round with the 42nd overall pick. 
Collins, a big 6-foot-1, 203-pound defender, 
brings comparable size and physicality to 
what coach Quinn had with Richard Sherman 
in Seattle. Long, fast and physical players in 
the secondary have become the new ideal 

IT’S YOUR STADIUM.

BE THE #NEXTFANUP

BE THE #NEXTFANUP 
For up-to-date stadium info and seating sign 

up today to be the Falcons #NextFanUp.
NewAtlantaStadium.com/NextFanUp

678-686-4400

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
Michael Vick converts a clutch fourth down conversion with a scramble, as the Falcons defeat the Carolina Panthers 
on Dec. 18, 34-31 in overtime in Week 15 to clinch the third division title in team history. Vick threw for two scores 
and added one with his legs in the thrilling victory.2004
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A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
Kicker Morten Andersen broke the NFL record to become the all-time leading scorer in NFL history on Dec. 16 with 
an extra point. His 2,435 points broke Gary Anderson’s record. The Great Dane’s record-setting night came on a 
nationally-televised Saturday night game during week 15.2006
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new home with the installation of the precast 
concrete seating bowl and erection of the 
roof trusses. The process has been running 
smoothly, and the stadium is less than two 
years from being completed.

STATE OF THE ART
 Jenkins is most excited about the sta-
dium’s appearance and the function of the 
design. “Architecturally, the building is stun-
ning. It’s breaking new ground architecturally 
and also is breaking new ground from a fan 
experience standpoint.” The impressive roof, 
which opens like an eight-blade camera lens, 
will be one of the first things guests notice, but 
Jenkins says there is even 
more to get excited about. 
“The way the building is 
designed with the halo 
video board wrapping the 
opening is something no 
one has ever done before. 
It will be the largest video 
board in sports.”
 It was important to 
AMBSE to select some-
one with experience 
managing stadiums with 
similar retracting roofs 
as the general manager 
for the new stadium. Jen-
kins worked at Miller Park with the Milwaukee 
Brewers and most recently Safeco Field with 
the Seattle Mariners; both facilities featured 
retractable roofs. “When I saw the design for 
this particular roof I stopped in my tracks, 
‘wow, that’s really cool; how did they do that?’”
  The time for the new Atlanta stadium’s 
roof to close will be half the time it takes for 
most operational roofs to close, spanning just 
six minutes.

AN UNBEATABLE EXPERIENCE 
 Jenkins’ goal as general manager is to 
provide a memorable experience for every 
fan that steps foot in the stadium. “In my 20-
plus years of experience I’ve picked up a lot of 
knowledge on how to run a building physical-
ly and how to run it from a guest experience 
standpoint,” explained Jenkins. “But the other 
thing I’m really excited about is working with 
Rich McKay, Arthur Blank and our talented 
stadium team. Arthur’s vision and commit-
ment to the project is second to none.” 
 With all of Jenkins’ experience in Major 
League Baseball, it won’t be his first rodeo 
when it comes to managing a football stadium. 

Before his time with the 
Mariners, Jenkins served 
as vice president of sta-
dium operations and fa-
cility management for the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 
 McKay, the cur-
rent president and CEO 
of the Falcons, also has 
experience when it comes 
to opening a new stadium. 
Before joining Atlanta in 
2003, McKay was the 
president and general 
manager of the Tampa 

Bay Buccaneers and oversaw the construc-
tion of Raymond James Stadium. A lot has 
changed since 1998 when the Ray Jay opened 
and McKay is cognizant of that. “Some people 
say it’s 100 percent different, some people say 
it’s 500 percent percent different and some 
people say it’s 1000 percent  different. This is 
a million-percent different project.” 
 Some of the major differences, besides 
having a roof, are the size of the building, hav-

Strides Being Made in 
Construction of Exquisite 
New Atlanta Stadium

ing total say in the design, and the unmatch-
able amenities that will be provided. McKay 
explained how each fan, no matter where 
he or she is sitting, will get a top-notch ex-
perience. “We’ve tried to make this building 
where the amenities apply to all and one of 
the places that starts with is the scoreboard.” 
The 54,000 sq. foot LED halo board is one of 
the many features that will catch a visitor’s 
eye in a heartbeat. “To give you perspective, 
if you took both the scoreboards that are at 
the ends in the Georgia Dome, those add up 
to 4,800 sq. feet of LED, so the difference is 
more than noticeable.”
 It is important to offer fans as many op-
tions as possible when it comes to merchan-
dise, food and drinks and even restrooms. 
Compared to the Georgia Dome, the new sta-
dium will have wider concourses, which will 
allow for easier flow throughout the building, 
and will feature 65 percent more points of 
sale, which will alleviate long wait times for 
food and beverage.

INTERNATIONALLY RENOWN 
 The new Atlanta stadium will not only 
be a state-of-the-art facility but it will also 
become a recognizable structure worldwide 
with its one-of-a-kind design. “That was Ar-
thur’s charge,” McKay said. “Let’s build an 
iconic building that gives Atlanta, Georgia 
and the whole region a signature.”
 With two years to go before opening, 
the new Atlanta stadium has already started 
to become a focal point for the city moving 
forward. When 2017 rolls around, expect At-
lanta to be a top destination for those all over 
the world.

 “Mr. Blank’s vision to create a 
cutting edge design will set a 
new standard for the stadium 
experience. I couldn’t be more 
thrilled to join the effort to 

bring this vision to life.”

AMB Sports & Entertainment (AMBSE), 
which includes the Atlanta Falcons, the 

new Atlanta stadium and Atlanta United FC, 
will be introducing the world to a new state-of-
the-art stadium in 2017. The current Georgia 
Dome has housed the Falcons since 1992, but 
bigger and better things are on the horizon. 
 On February 18, 2014, AMBSE announced 
that Scott Jenkins would become the general 
manager of the new Atlanta stadium. He has 
been instrumental in providing insight and 
helping with the construction of the new facil-
ity. Jenkins has years of experience and moved 
across the country from Seattle to man the new 
position. Jenkins spent the past seven-and-a-
half years as vice president of ballpark opera-
tions at Safeco Field for the Seattle Mariners 
and will bring stability to the new stadium.
 Jenkins jumped at the opportunity to come 
to Atlanta and be a part of something special. 
“My interest in this project was sparked the first 
time I saw renderings of the stadium,” Jenkins 
said. “Mr. Blank’s vision to create a cutting edge 
design will set a new standard for the stadium 
experience. I couldn’t be more thrilled to join the 
effort to bring this vision to life.” 
 The construction and progress of the 
stadium has been going great, according to 
Jenkins. The upper concourse has already 
begun to take shape with beams being con-
structed regularly. “You’re going to see the 
concrete structure assembled by the end 
of the summer. That will get the base of the 
building done, then it will be the roof struc-
ture,” Jenkins explained. “This summer you’re 
going to see a giant crane installed that will 
be inside the seating bowl area. That crane is 
going to start to erect the roof structure.” 
 Two milestones will be accomplished 
by the end of this summer and the new At-
lanta stadium will truly begin to look like a 

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
In the season opener against Detroit on Sep. 7, rookie Matt Ryan threw his first career pass 1:27 into the game and 
connected with wide receiver Michael Jenkins for a 62-yard touchdown.  Atlanta would cruise to a 34-21 victory as 
Ryan completed 9-of-13 passes for 161 yards and one score.2008
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The Falcons rely on Specialty Car Company
 to get up and down the field. 

Join the team! 
Call Specialty Car Company for all your golf and utility vehicle needs.

Official Utility Vehicle Provider for the Atlanta Falcons

Sales     -     Rentals     -     Service     -     Parts     -     Accessories

770-446-3444

www.SpecialtyCarCo.com

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
The 9-7 Falcons notched the first back-to-back winning seasons in franchise history, finishing the year with three 
straight wins, including a road victory in the final game over Tampa Bay 20-10 on Jan. 3. Matt Ryan threw for 22 
touchdowns on the year while Michael Turner ran for 871 yards in 11 games.2009
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MEET THE ATLANTA  FALCONS TAILGATE TEAM AT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PUBLIX THROUGHOUT 
THE 2015 SEASON FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN GAME TICKETS, MEET FALCONS PLAYERS AND 
CHEERLEADERS AND EVEN CATCH SOME COOL FALCONS SWAG.

APPEARANCES BY FALCONS PLAYERS, CHEERLEADERS & FREDDIE FALCON

CHANCES TO WIN PRIZES

FREE FALCONS GIFTS WITH QUALIFYING PURCHASE

FOR APPEARANCE SCHEDULE, FOLLOW THE ATLANTA FALCONS TAILGATE TEAM

@TailgateTeam @TailgateTeamAtlanta Falcons
Tailgate Team

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
At the 2011 NFL Draft on April 28, Atlanta traded five draft picks to move up to No. 6 overall and select Alabama 
wide receiver Julio Jones.  The move paid off as Jones totaled 959 yards receiving and tacked on eight touchdowns 
during his rookie season. He has since appeared in two Pro Bowls.2011
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A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
The Falcons hold off late rally from the Seattle Seahawks on Jan. 13 and win 30-28 in the Dome to advance to the 
NFC Championship for first time since 2004.  After Seattle took a 28-27 lead with 31 seconds left, Atlanta drove to 
set up a 49-yard Matt Bryant field goal with eight seconds remaining to win.2012
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Hear Live Training Camp Coverage Every Day!

Monday - Friday: 6am-7pm

Official Flagship of the

Catch every Falcons moment 
on the largest, most
reliable 4G LTE network.

15VRZ-NFL-SC-AF-A-TrainingCampGuide
Size:  4.982” x 4.988” 
Color: CMYK 4/0

LTE is a trademark of ETSL © 2015 Verizon.

By Craig Sager II

The Atlanta Falcons welcomed Vic Beasley 
Jr. into the professional limelight with the 

No. 8 overall pick of this year’s draft. The pass 
rusher’s record-setting career at Clemson, All-
American accolades and freakish athleticism 
were admired before he arrived at pre-draft 
combines, and the unanimity of his status as 
one of the most sought after prospects of this 
year’s draft class was never in question. With 
extraordinary first-step quickness, speed and 
power, rushing the passer appears natural 
to Beasley. His football journey, however, 
reveals how impressive the 23-year-old’s 
accomplishments and skillsets really are.
 Every player that completes the climb to 
the prestigious platform of the NFL followed 
his own unique path. Beasley had the dream of 
making it to the NFL since he was a kid, but even 
he could never have imagined it would unfold 

the way it has.
 “I thought I was going to be some other 
position,” admitted Beasley. “I wouldn’t have 
believed that [I’d be a pass rusher] at all. I just 
knew I had the potential to play in the NFL 
and I never saw myself being here in Atlanta. 
Fortunately I was able to be here and it worked 
out for me. I’m glad to be here at home.”

SHARPENING SKILLS
 Beasley’s father, Vic Beasley Sr., played 
safety at Auburn from 1982-84 and set an 
example for a young and motivated Beasley 
Jr. as his high school football career took 
flight at Adairsville. As a senior, Beasley 
played running back, where he would tote 
120 carries for 828 yards and seven scores. 
He added an 80-yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown and two punt return touchdowns 

that same season and on the defensive side 
of the ball notched 102 tackles, 12 tackles for 
loss and an interception. Beasley excelled on 
the football field and also averaged a double-
double on the hardwood for his high school 
basketball team and in AAU for the Georgia 
All-Stars in the offseason.
 These busy high school playing days 
mark when Beasley applied the importance of 
putting the team first and where he recognized 
the hard work and determination that he 
would need to make his dream of playing 
in the NFL a reality. Having a permanent 
position took a backseat to helping the team 
any way he could.
 “In high school the most important thing 
I learned was just the grind of everything,” 
explained Beasley. “The grind from high 
school into college really paid off.”
 The wide range of athletic skills and 
versatility to play almost any position earned 
Beasley’s status as one of the top prep athletes 
in the nation before he narrowed down his 
college choices and signed with Clemson. 
As he arrived on campus in 2010, Beasley’s 
playing position was unknown. The fresh start 
forced Beasley to practice and study a variety 
of different positions, and this challenged him 
in ways that continue to help him in 2015 as he 
adapts to a new role with the Falcons.
 “Playing those different positions 
throughout my career in high school and college 
challenged me,” admitted Beasley during mini-
camp. “But as a result I’m adapting fast now and 
can enjoy the process.”

A DEFENSIVE DESTINY
 Beasley earned more playing time in 
the offseason leading up to the 2012 college 
season and took a dozen snaps against 
Auburn (his Dad’s alma mater) on Aug. 1 in 
the Chick-Fil-A Kickoff Game at the Georgia 
Dome. It would prove to be a memorable day 
as Beasley registered his first career college 
sack on a scrambling Kiehl Frazier and shut 
down the potential game-tying drive as 
Clemson held on for a 26-19 victory.
 He would record 32 more sacks by the end 
of his career, finishing with a school-record 33. 
He posted at least one sack in eight consecutive 
games from the end of the 2013 season and into 
the start of 2014 and was involved in a tackle for 
loss in each of his last 15 games.

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT
 Football appreciates what the names, 
numbers and logos on a jersey represent much 
more than the physical digits, letters and 
designs themselves. Beasley will wear No. 44 
with the Falcons, a jersey number he picked 
to represent being the No. 8 pick of the draft 
(4+4=8). When understanding his journey to 
the Falcons, the No. 44 seen on the field reveals 
the story. It displays the hard work it took to 
become a top eight pick. It shows a childhood 
dream coming true every time he takes the 
field and it shows the honor of playing for the 
team he grew up cheering for.

Falcons land  
game-changing pass 
rusher with Beasley   

A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
On Aug. 2, Defensive End Claude Humphrey was inducted into the NFL Hall of Fame after a 10-year career in At-
lanta. Humphrey is tied for the franchise record with six Pro Bowl appearances. He was part of the first team in 
Falcon history to make the playoffs in 1978.2014
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A MOMENT IN FALCONS HISTORY
The Falcons officially broke ground on an iconic new retractable-roof stadium on May 19. The new Atlanta 
stadium is set to open in 2017. The stadium will also be home to new Major League Soccer franchise At-
lanta United FC.2014




